Celebrating Excellence: The Inspirational
Journey of Gilmarie Vongphakdy in
Worcester

February 22, 2024]Jerry Filmore

Nestled in the heart of Worcester, Massachusetts, amidst its bustling streets and diverse
neighborhoods, unfolds the remarkable journey of Gilmarie Vongphakdy—a narrative
brimming with resilience, compassion, and a relentless pursuit of excellence. From her
early days as a mentor at ASPIRA of MA to her current role as a professor at Quinsigamond
Community College (QCC) and Chair of Hispanics Achieving & Celebrating Excellence (HACE),
Gilmarie’s story is a testament to the transformative power of dedication, education, and
community engagement.

Gilmarie’s journey began with her pivotal role at ASPIRA of MA, a non-profit organization
dedicated to empowering high school students from Southbridge High School. In this
dynamic setting, she encountered diverse challenges, including cultural barriers and
skepticism. However, fueled by her unwavering commitment to her students’ success,
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Gilmarie embarked on a journey of trust-building, mentorship, and empowerment.
Through tireless efforts and genuine care, she became a beacon of hope and inspiration for
her students, instilling in them the belief that education was the key to unlocking their full
potential.

Transitioning to her role at QCC, Gilmarie brought with her a deep-seated commitment to
inclusivity, equity, and excellence in education. In her capacity as a professor, she creates a
nurturing learning environment where every student feels valued, respected, and
empowered. Beyond imparting academic knowledge, Gilmarie serves as a mentor, guiding
her students through challenges and inspiring them to strive for greatness.

Gilmarie’s leadership extends to her role as Chair of HACE, where she spearheads
initiatives aimed at celebrating and supporting the educational achievements of Hispanic
youth in Worcester and Southbridge. Through scholarship programs, mentorship
opportunities, and community outreach efforts, Gilmarie and the HACE committee are
instrumental in creating pathways to success for the next generation of leaders.

Amidst her professional endeavors, Gilmarie finds solace and inspiration in the vibrant
tapestry of Worcester’s community. Whether strolling through the tranquil landscapes of
Elm Park or immersing herself in the vibrant energy of Lake Park, Gilmarie draws strength
from the city’s rich cultural heritage and spirit of resilience. Additionally, Worcester’s
diverse culinary scene, with its array of flavors and cuisines, serves as a reflection of the
city’s inclusivity and cultural vibrancy.

Gilmarie’s journey exemplifies the transformative impact of education, mentorship, and
community engagement. In a city renowned for its diversity and opportunity, she stands as
a beacon of hope and inspiration, embodying the values of excellence, compassion, and
service. As she continues to uplift and empower those around her, Gilmarie Vongphakdy’s
legacy serves as a testament to the indomitable spirit of Worcester’s dynamic community.

And with an added bonus when it comes to her favorite food spots in Worcester, Gilmarie
finds it hard to choose just one. As a self-proclaimed foodie, she delights in the diverse
culinary offerings the city has to offer—from the flavorful dishes at Sazon

Latino and Fatima’s to the seafood delights at My Sister’s Crawfish Il and the authentic
Vietnamese cuisine at Dalat. Bagel Time, Suzette Creperie, and the Worcester Public Market also
hold special places in her heart, reflecting the city’s vibrant and eclectic food scene.
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