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Country Club Acres

61 Airport Road, Dudley MA 01571

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Homeowners 55+ Single Family  

Detached Condominiums at 
Pre-Construction Pricing...

Starting at  $399,000!  

COMING SOON...
Single Family homes for Homeowners 55+

CALL FRAN SILVA 508-208-9371
to set up an appointment to see a similar development in Shrewsbury.

One - level 
Living
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Tantasqua awarded Skills Capital Grant

Selectmen set
Sept. 13 date for

horse park hearing

Baker defends stance on school mask policies

Local resident to lead QCC at Southbridge

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE – Tantasqua Regional Vocational High 
School is among several schools across the state to ben-
efit from the Skills Capital Grant Program.

Last week, the Baker-Polito Administration 
announced $9.7 million in Skills Capital Grant Program 
funding that will be awarded to 47 educational organi-
zations statewide. The grants will help schools update 
equipment and expand student enrollment in programs 
that provide career education.

At TRHS, $110,511 in grant funding will assist the 
school’s culinary arts and hospitality program. The 
funding will be used to retool the TRHS kitchen for its 
culinary program and student-run restaurant. This will 
enable the school’s facilities to match current industry 
standards and prepare students for cooperative educa-
tion placements, as well as full-time employment in the 
region.

The funding will also benefit the general community.
“The Tantasqua Technical Division is thrilled to have 

been awarded a Skills Capital Grant. This grant will 
help to update the equipment in the Cornerstone Cafe – 
both in the kitchen and the restaurant – in addition to 
allowing for some evening cooking classes for the pub-
lic,” said Mark Wood, the Technical Division Principal-

Director of TRHS.
This year’s grant awards mark $102 million in total 

funding provided to high schools, colleges, and other 
educational organizations since the program’s incep-
tion in 2015.

“The Skills Capital Grants have helped give thou-
sands of young people opportunities in high-demand 
jobs, and the grants have had a tremendous impact 
on students, schools, and local businesses,” said Gov. 
Charlie Baker. “These significant investments made 
over the past six years in this program with our part-
ners in the Legislature will help train students to adapt 
to the changing needs of our economy.”

The Skills Capital Grant Program was originally 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Economic development in var-
ious forms dominated the last selectmen's meeting, 
with the bulk of it focused on a 200-acre equine center 
proposed to be tucked between I-84 and Breakneck 
Road.

Although in the works for about two years, 
the project has barely begun in an official sense. 
Selectmen sent the proponents' zoning overlay dis-
trict to the Planning Board for review and public 
hearing, while setting Sept. 13 for their own hearing 
on whether they should accept the concept at that 
location. If approved, both hearings will lead into a 
Town Meeting vote in October.

Key proponent Richard Fields said he sees the 
project as being a “family-oriented horse park” with 
“three silos.” One is a mile-long thoroughbred race 
track that will feature about 10 races a year, 10 more 
“festival activities that are horse related,” and 100 
jobs. He estimated it will draw 3-5,000 people per 
race, with nearly 90 percent of the site's income 
coming from online betting by people in their own 
homes.

The project, Fields noted, “cannot go forward 
without sports betting,” referring specifically to a 
bill now in the Legislature to legalize it in general. 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Facing increased pressure as the school 
year looms and the Delta variant spreads, Gov. Charlie 
Baker recently defended current policies. 

During a press conference on Aug. 16, Baker said 
there are no imminent plans to alter masking recom-
mendations statewide. Even with the nation’s steady 
rise in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations over the 
last month, Baker believes Massachusetts is in a far 
better position than other states in the battle against 
the virus.

“I’m not considering changing the mask guidance at 
this time. We pay a lot of attention to the data associ-
ated with case counts, hospitalizations, and the tragic 

loss of life,” Baker said. “The fact that so many people 
in Massachusetts have been vaccinated has put us in 
a dramatically different place than many other states 
across this country.”

Baker also supported the joint decision from 
the state’s Department of Public Health and the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
to leave masking policies up to individual school dis-
tricts for the fall of 2021.

Statewide, each school committee has voted on 
policies that will determine how to address the highly 
contagious Delta variant in the classroom this fall. 
Information on policies has been mailed out to fami-
lies. 

SOUTHBRIDGE —  Quinsigamond Community 
College at Southbridge has named local resident 
Geraldo Maldonado as its new Site Leader.

Mr. Maldonado is a longtime QCC adjunct faculty 
member, alumnus, and is one of 50 QCC Guardians. 
Guardians are alumni of the college who have made 
significant strides in their personal life and in their 
community.

“I’m excited to welcome students to our Southbridge 
location this fall. It’s truly incredible to have QCC in 
Southbridge. It’s a needed element for the community,” 
Mr. Maldonado said. “While people sometimes still 
think of QCC as the campus in Worcester, we have full 
services right in Southbridge at QCC’s new location in 
the Southbridge High School.”

For the past 15 years, QCC has had a presence in 
the Southbridge community.  In the summer of 2020, 
QCC’s Southbridge location moved from 5 Optical Dr. 
as a way to offer greater access to higher education not 
only to Southbridge, but also to all communities in the 
South County area. Additionally, Southbridge High 
School students now have easy access to QCC’s Early 
College Program and their family members can also 
take advantage of the college’s academic and workforce 
development offerings.

Mr. Maldonado and his family have a long and sto-
ried history with QCC and Southbridge. Born in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico, he and his family moved to Lowell when 
he was six before moving to Worcester three years 
later. In the ‘70’s, his mother began attending QxCC, 

where she took English classes and earned her GED. 
This began a family legacy with the college, and when 
Mr. Maldonado was in his late 20’s and a parent, he too 
began taking classes at QCC.

“It was a little scary coming back to school as an adult 
with children. I was working a full-time job, a part-time 

job, and taking two to three classes per semester,” he 
said. “I needed the flexibility QCC offered.”

In 1995, he graduated with an Associate Degree in 
Business Administration Transfer, going on to earn a 
Bachelor’s degree from Worcester State University and 
a Master of Business Administration from Anna Maria 
College.

His daughters also are QCC alumnae. His older 
daughter Kristina decided to do the paramedic pro-
gram at QCC, while his younger daughter Aimee took 
a longer journey to QCC.  She began at UMass Lowell 
as an Engineering major; however, it was not a good fit 
and she struggled.

“She took a couple of Business classes at Lowell and 
seemed to do OK,” Mr. Maldonado said. “She came 
home, still not sure what she was going to do and I sug-
gested she take classes at QCC in Southbridge due to its 
very convenient location.”

His daughter Aimee took classes for a year at QCC’s 
Southbridge location where she excelled. She graduated 
with her Associate Degree in Business and went on to 
Nichols College where she received scholarships based 
on her high grades. She earned her Bachelor’s degree 
in Accounting and her Masters in Accounting, before 
attending Penn State Dickenson Law. In 2020, she grad-
uated with her law degree, passed the Bar Exam on her 
first attempt by scoring in the 99th percentile, and today 
works in the District Attorney’s Office in Hampden 
County.

Courtesy

Geraldo Maldonado
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“Definitely a very good Quinsigamond 
success story,” he said.

Having the Southbridge location at 
Southbridge High School opens many 
doors for students and the community, 
according to Mr. Maldonado.

“This benefits high school students 
who can see firsthand how accessible 
college can be and they can take advan-
tage of the Early College Program. 

Instead of taking college equivalent 
classes students can actually take col-
lege classes for college credit,” he said. 
”I hope that people will see QCC at 
Southbridge as the college of choice 
for the Southwest corner of Worcester 
County.”

To learn more visit www.QCC.edu/
Southbridge.

For more information on QCC, contact 
Josh Martin, Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-7513 or jmar-
tin@qcc.mass.edu.

“Giving the locals the opportunity to 
own the decisions they make is a big 
and important issue,” Baker said. “If 
you look at what has played out in other 
states where the government has taken 
away the authority for locals to make 
their own decisions, that’s not the right 
way to play this game.”

Several local students, parents, and 
educators agree with the Governor’s 
current handling of the Delta variant. 
Others fear that his hands-off approach 
is a dangerous gamble. As of last week, 
every county in the Commonwealth had 
reached a threshold of COVID-19 trans-
mission that automatically triggers a 
CDC recommendation for public indoor 
masking, regardless of vaccination sta-
tus.

During his Aug. 16 press conference, 
Baker reiterated his recommendation 
that students in grades K-6 continue to 
wear masks indoors.

“We’ve made a very strong recommen-
dation to our colleagues in K-6 education. 
Because there is not a vaccine currently 
available for that population, we recom-
mend that those kids should be masked 

up until they have an opportunity to be 
vaccinated,” Baker said.

State officials also recommend that 
unvaccinated students in grades seven 
and above, as well as unvaccinated staff 
members and visitors to schools, wear 
masks indoors. Additionally, any indi-
vidual at higher risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19, or with a household 
member who is at high risk, is encour-
aged to mask indoors regardless of vacci-
nation status.

Looking ahead, Baker hopes the 
Commonwealth continues to serve as an 
example to states that are lagging behind 
with vaccinations.

“I hope that many other states 
move as aggressively as the people in 
Massachusetts have moved to get vac-
cinated,” Baker said. “Vaccinations are 
the pathway out of this pandemic – peri-
od. I can’t tell you how grateful I am that 
so many people see that and have gotten 
vaccinated.”

As the start of school rapidly approach-
es, state officials continue to promote 
vaccine clinics for eligible students. 
Governor Baker said Massachusetts is a 
national leader among young people ages 
12-19 getting vaccinated.

To learn more about the state’s efforts 
to combat the virus, visit www.mass.gov.

It passed the House, but a somewhat dif-
ferent version (one lacking the approval 
of college betting the House had) is now 
in the Senate. Either way, the Gaming 
Commission has set an Oct. 1 deadline 
for new applicants.

The second “silo” is agriculture. Fields 
aims to  start an Agriculture in the 
Classroom program, community garden, 
beekeeping site, horse therapy, horse 
riding lessons and a biodigester turning 
farm and restaurant waste into energy.

“Part of the issue we have in our soci-
ety now is that we have lost our connec-
tion with the dirt,” he said.

The third part will be collaboration 
with the town to promote other recre-
ation. He said he's willing to contribute 
$1.5 million to athletic field redevelop-
ment, but will also have recreational 
space on his property. To him, the goal 
is to make a place that is “quintessential 
Sturbridge, and something all of us will 
be proud of for generations to come.”

Later, when Selectman Mary Dowling 
raised concerns over the racing indus-
try's generally poor treatment of horses, 
Fields leaned on his record as manager 
at Suffolk Downs. He said he had “zero 
tolerance” for drugging animals or sell-
ing them to slaughterhouses, and has 
bought “many” to rehabilitate them 
and “find new homes for them.”

Fields' attorney Robert George said 
the zoning overlay they're propos-
ing specifically excludes putting slot 
machines or a casino there. His partner 
Karen Davis noted it's “a very compli-
cated project. We've hit a lot of bumps 
in the road,” but are willing to work 
with the town to ensure the broader 
community benefits.

Town Counsel Jonathan Silverstein 
of KP Law said he provided the board 
with recommended changes to the pro-
posed host community agreement, but 
it's still in draft form. The next step 
would be to bring in a peer-review con-
sultant to look at the business model, 
economic impact reports and related 
issues, with Silverstein recommending 
one he's worked with and noting the 
proponents have expressed willingness 
to fund it. The board approved that 
recommendation, setting a price cap of 
$35,000 on it.

The board expressed a little uncer-
tainty about doing these things before 
getting the green light from Town 
Meeting, with Chair Mary Blanchard 
dubbing “a little bit chicken and egg.” 
She said she's seen letters opposing 
rezoning already.

Davis agreed the timing seems a little 
odd, but it's largely determined by the 
Gaming Commission. 

She said, “We tried to make it so you 
don't have to take a leap of faith” with 
the proposed zoning change, and are 
simply asking the board whether using 
that site is acceptable. All of the other 
issues will still be addressed later.”

In other business, Economic 
Development Director Terry Masterson 
summarized how covid impacted 
Sturbridge's economy but it's currently 
recovering. Between 2017 and 2019, the 
town annually saw about $63 million in 
meals spending and $17 million in hotel 
stays, but those dropped to about $46 
million and $9 million last year, respec-
tively, he said. This spring, however, 
saw both return to the older levels.

Additionally, he cited several proj-
ects in the works around town. Those 
include that Teddy G's recently bought 
the old Friendly's, the owner of the JC 
Penney site has found new tenants for 
most of that space, and two cold-stor-
age sites are under construction, as is 
the new Route 20 travel center, featur-
ing an electric vehicle showroom and 
restaurant. But he noted the Cinemagic 
space is still vacant.

The board also continued discuss-
ing its concerns regarding two major 
Charlton projects (one of them an 
Amazon warehouse) with Attorney 
Art Kreiger. Kreiger said he thinks 
Sturbridge's best bet is to focus on wid-
ening Route 20, getting better lights and 
traffic signals, and otherwise ensuring 
it can handle more traffic. He didn't 
think the town would have standing to 
appeal whatever Charlton or the state 
Department of Transportation decides.

That prompted Dowling to ask if it 
might be possible to get MDOT to create a 
Mass Pike exit for the project, thus taking 
some traffic off Sturbridge roads. Kreiger 
said that'd be “a five-year proposition” 
he didn't see as being “in the cards” now, 
although it might be long-term.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Our Families  
working hard for 

your Family’s Real 
Estate needs.

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber 
508-826-8553 

angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet Dolber  
508-887-5136 

janet@devriesdolber.com

Randy & Shirley DeVries
(The DeVries Team)

508-320-1018
randy@devriesdolber.com
shirley@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$161,229,180.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Waterfront Log Home on 
Echo Lake

4 rooms, Ideal second home, year 
round capability, easy higway  

access to routes 84 and Mass Pike
199 Sunset Drive ~ $329,900

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aoll.xom

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the  

Real Estate  

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

TERMS: Cashier’s or certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 as a 
deposit must be shown at the time and place of the sale in order to 

qualify as a bidder. No CASH. No personal checks will be accepted.  
Cashier/certified checks should be made out to whomever is going to 
bid at the auction. The balance to be paid within thirty (30) days at the 
law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 

3102, Lowell, MA 01851, Attorney for the Mortgagee.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Friday, September 3, 2021  
1:00 PM-UXBRIDGE  

 145 Hazel Street 
Multi-Bldg., 1.140 ac lot,

Bldg. #1, 6 rm, 3 bdrm, 2 bth
Bldg. #2, 4 rm, 2 bdrm, 1 bth

Worcester(Worc): Bk 38967, Pg 279
3:00 PM-STURBRIDGE 

 60 Main Street 
sgl fam, 862 sf liv area, 0.33 ac lot, 4 rm, 

2 bdrm, 1 bth, Worcester(Worc): Bk 35386, Pg 375

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of the information contained herein.

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150  www.baystateauction.com
MAAU#: 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 3107

REAL ESTATE
Make the move!

Find the homes of your neighborhood

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

launched in 2015 with the goal of replac-
ing outdated equipment and technolo-
gy, mainly at vocational technical high 
schools and community colleges. Since 
then, the program has evolved into a 
crucial component of local workforce 
training efforts by expanding the num-
ber of young people and adults trained 
and experienced with the newest 
technologies used by local employers. 
Approximately 40,000 students across the 
Commonwealth have directly benefited 
from these grants.

“Massachusetts, like the rest of the 
country, will face workforce challenges 
in the next few years, but we are poised 
to handle them better because of pro-
grams like the Skills Capital Grants,” 
said Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito. “The grants 
enable schools, colleges, and other edu-
cational institutions to revamp how stu-
dents learn and gain crucial experience 
that serves them and employers well.” 

The grants are awarded to educational 
institutions that demonstrate partner-
ships with local businesses and align 
their curriculums with industry demand 
to maximize hiring opportunities. This 
has made a big difference at local schools 
like TRHS, particularly its technical divi-
sion.

“Gov. Baker and his administration 
created these grants years ago, and they 
are extremely helpful for smaller schools 
like the Tech Division,” Principal 
Wood added. “Over the years, the Skills 

Capital Grants have helped us bring 
state-of-the-art technology to our CAD 
Program, Health Assisting Program, 
Manufacturing Program, and now our 
Culinary Arts/Hospitality Programs. 
Our students have benefited from these 
grants, as they are able to train and learn 
on the most up-to-date technology avail-
able in their chosen field.”

State officials also believe the program 
will greatly benefit the Commonwealth’s 
worker shortage caused by COVID-19. 
Many industries continue to struggle to 
reach adequate staffing levels, and state 
leaders are focused on ushering in the 
next wave of workforce candidates.

“Training a skilled workforce is crit-
ical to the Commonwealth’s economic 
recovery, and the Skills Capital Grants 
have been a vital component of our 
efforts to strengthen the talent pipelines 
for key industries,” said Massachusetts 
Housing and Economic Development 
Secretary Mike Kennealy.  “As we con-
tinue emerging from the economic dam-
age inflicted by the pandemic, funding 
this program at this milestone level will 
significantly increase access to employ-
ment opportunities in every region of 
Massachusetts and accelerate progress 
toward recovery.”

The Skills Capital Grants are awarded 
by Governor Baker’s Workforce Skills 
Cabinet, which was created in 2015 to 
bring together leaders in education, 
workforce development, and economic 
development.

To learn more about the program, visit 
www.mass.gov.
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