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VILLAGER 
ALMANAC

OPEN TO CLOSE

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

REAL ESTATE
BRIMFIELD

$620,000, 71 Reservoir St, Drohan, 
Ashley, to Pisqolla, Gloria, and Laudone, 

Pasquale W.

HOLLAND
$133,000, Salisbury St, DeLongeaux, 

Olivier, and DeLongeaux, Marine C, to 
Perrone, Brett.

$515,000, 533 Sterling Rd, Coskie, Joseph R, to 
Campo, Rebekah A, and Mcintyre, Reid F.
$599,900, 17 Jordan Rd, Kendall Homes 
Inc, to Valdez-Hernandez, Marisol, and 

Herrera-Ortiz, Juan C.
$605,000, 42 Joel Scott Dr, Snell, Charles S, 
and Snell, Judith E, to Urato, Richard, and 

Urato, Sylwia.
$665,000, 78 Mixter Rd, Currie, William T, 
and Currie, Donna M, to Landry, Ryan, 

and Landry, Rachael.

STURBRIDGE
$175,000, Upper North Row Rd #19, Justice 

Hill Inc, to Frankian, William T, and 
Serra, Maggie M.

$245,000, Roper Rd #14, Justice Hill Inc, to 
Andrade, Karen, and Andrade, Michael.

$325,000, 3 Gates Ter, Protano, Robert J, to 
Stephens, Lisa M
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QCC offers solutions for post-pandemic recovery

In-person open studio returns
at Massasoit Art Guild

Woman’s Club 
meets May 21

WORCESTER — A Community 
Conversation hosted by Quinsigamond 
Community College for government, 
social service and religious organiza-

tions in Worcester drew over 60 attend-
ees this week. The hour-long virtual 
meeting addressed ways to accelerate 
economic and civic recovery post-pan-

demic, using education as a pathway 
to success. The College gave a snapshot 
into what it can offer the organizations, 
which serve the underrepresented pop-
ulations in Worcester and surrounding 
communities that have been so devastat-
ed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We have the programs and the train-
ing and together with our community 
organizations’ help we can thrive. We 
are counting on you and your partner-
ships to achieve this,” President Luis G. 
Pedraja, Ph.D. said.

Chair for the QCC Board of Trustees 
Sue Mailman noted that as a commu-
nity college, QCC has the unique abil-
ity to deliver pathways that will help 
Worcester communities grow and pros-
per.

“We need to get ahead of the game and 
lead the way in retraining and develop-
ing a stronger Worcester,” Ms. Mailman 
said. “We need to create conditions for 
our underrepresented populations to 
succeed and community colleges have a 
real lead in this.”

QCC’s Vice President of Academic 
Affairs James Keane, Ed.D., said the pan-
demic proved to the world just how nim-

ble a community college could be, and 
what was learned would be beneficial 
for years to come. He described the two-
week timeframe in which QCC success-
fully transitioned to remote instruction 
and said the new virtual course modali-
ties, coupled with increased online sup-
port services, have increased access and 
engagement in higher education, par-
ticularly for adult learners.  Dr. Keane 
described new advisory boards that are 
a part of each college program. Board 
members advise on relevant workforce 
curriculum and course design to prepare 
students when they enter the workforce.

Lillian Ortiz, Ed.D., vice president for 
Enrollment Management and Student 
Engagement, highlighted the financial 
opportunities available at QCC. The 
College received $13 million in Cares 
Act funds that have helped 3,800 students 
impacted by the pandemic with tuition, 
fees, laptops etc.  An additional $9 million 
is still to be awarded.

“The core mission of the College is to 
remove barriers that impede students 
from attending college,” she said.

Other supports and resources of note 
include the Student Success Center 
with its academic tutoring, QCC’s Food 
Pantry that feeds approximately 50 fam-
ilies per week throughout the year, and 
the Resource Center that coordinates 
with local agencies to offer assistance for 
students in need.

“We have a strong mentoring pro-
gram and our Accessibility Services 
Department that serves 1,000 students 
annually on campus, offering accessible, 
equitable and inclusiveness to all mem-
bers of the community,” Dr. Ortiz said, 
adding, “We have also been designated 
as a military friendly school.”

Carol King, dean of College and Career 
Pathways told of QCC’s 25 free English 
literacy programs from beginner to 
intermediate, as well as the HiSet and 
GED programs that even include a GED 
prep classes in Spanish.

“We understand the challenges of 
going back to school as an adult,” she 
said. “We offer free college readiness 
classes virtually any day and time.”

Kathie Manning, dean of Center for 
Workforce Development & Continuing 
Education described the flexibility of 
the programs and training that is being 
offered such as a new online, self-paced, 
professional development training sub-
scription model. She said the College 
offers numerous programs at low to no 
cost and many even support transpor-
tation and childcare. Recent programs 
have included nurse assistant/home 
health aide, help desk, medical assistant 
and lead teachers for early childhood 
programs, with some offered in Spanish.

“Programs generally take six months 
to complete and classes begin every week 
throughout the year,” she said.

Nichole Wheeler, coordinator Career 
Services & Credit for Prior Learning 
mentioned the variety of ways students 
can gain credits for prior life experiences 
and save money and time.

“We meet with students and evaluate 
and match what they have with QCC 
courses to try and give them college 
credit,” said.

According to Dr. Pedraja, the COVID-
19 pandemic brought unique conditions 
to community colleges that have his-
torically seen an upsurge in enrollment 
during economic downturns. Today, on 
a national level 40 percent of students 
are now canceling their plans to enroll 
in college with 30 percent giving COVID-
19 related reasons. Diverse populations 
have seen the steepest declines in college 
enrollment. However, He told the organi-
zations in attendance there is reason to 
be hopeful as the region looks ahead.

“Hope is at the core of who we are at a 
community college. We are a beacon of 
hope for our students and our commu-
nity. Losing students impacts us as an 
entire community and we cannot thrive 
if we leave anyone behind,” Dr. Pedraja 
said. “It takes a community to help stu-
dents succeed and you know where your 
needs are and with your help, we can 
reach out and find strategies to bring 
people to college. “

For more information about QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-7513 or jmar-
tin@qcc.mass.edu.

REGION — Massasoit Art Guild is 
returning to in person open studio.  On 
Wednesday, May 19, we will be return-
ing to our studio in person.

Open Studio is from 9:30 a.m. - noon 
each Wednesday.  Bring your supplies, 
your creativity and get back to painting 
together in person! The support, caring 
critiques, and encouragement is invalu-

able. Membership is required.  Our stu-
dio is at 108 School St, East Brookfield.

We will be following CDC Covid 
guidelines. Masks required. If you are 
not a member and would like more 
information please email us at mas-
sasoitartguild@gmail.com or visit us 
at massasoitartguild@gmail.com for 
membership information.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge 
Woman's Club will present a program 
entitled “Isolation” at its next meeting. 
Todd Carlson and Jessica Lapriore Reed 
will take us on a tour of "The Journey of 
the Chair,” which was followed by many 
people while living in isolation.

This program will be held at the 
Southbridge Hotel and Conference 
Center on May 21, beginning at  noon.




