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PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 6/14/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Open 8-5 daily

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

100’s of beautiful unique hangers,  
tropicals & patio pots  
• Unique House Plants  

• Fairy & Gnome Gardens 
• Topiaries  

• Air Plants & Dish Gardens   
• Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees,  

and Berry Bushes • Succulents

Celebrating 
43 years

Full Landscaping 

Services Available 

Gift Certificates Available

Floods. Fires.  
16th birthdays. 
What scares you 
the most? 
Sometimes the littlest things can 
keep you up at night. But with 
Bair Insurance at your side, the 
future isn’t so scary.  
Call 508-248-4204 and let us 
provide you with a free quote and 
answer any questions.

Coverage 
for Auto, 

Home, Boat, 
Wedding 

and more!

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY 
58 AF PUTNAM RD 
CHARLTON, MA 01507 
Phone: 508.248.4204 
Fax: 508.248.1199 
Email: cs@bairinsurance.com Web 
Site: WWW.BAIRINSURANCE.COM

 

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grilling 
Season Is Here

Crooked Creek Farm

BUY 5 GET 1 FREE
GROUND BEEF & 
BURGER PATTIES 

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

$5000

Cormier Jewelers
Central St. Southbridge (508) 764-7415

Bring this ad in and receive 
an extra 5% on your gold

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
screen print and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Tatnuck Driving Range 
featuring Giffords Ice Cream – 30 Flavors

Cones, Shakes, Sundaes ~ Jumbo Kayem Hot Dogs with lots of fixings

 Bucket of Balls $5 • Mini Golf: $5 Kids, $7 Adults

Tatnuck Driving Range
55 Marshall St., Leicester, MA 01524  508-756-9944 • Open 7 Days 

www.tatnuckdrivingrange.com

Family 
Owned 

Since 1999

featuring 

NOW 
AT

Charlton taking new approach in gas contract
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The Charlton 
Board of  Selectmen took care 
of  some housekeeping busi-
ness during a meeting on June 
8, selecting the winning bids 
for the towns fuel services for 
the new fiscal year.

Charlton participated in 
the Fiscal Year 2022 region-
al fuel procurement pro-
gram through the Central 
Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission select-
ing Charlton Oil to provide 
heating oil and propane for 
the town and Dennis K. Burke, 
Inc. for unleaded gas and die-
sel fuels. According to Town 

Administrator Andrew Golas, 
the selections came after 
Charlton had to rebid the con-
tracts due to the recent cyber-
attack again Colonial Pipeline 
caused prices to change.

“Due to the recent fluctua-
tion in market prices surging 
and rates now being at higher 
than last year we actually had 
to do a rebid. Our first bid 
actually came in right during 
the shutdown of  the pipeline 
down south so that was right 
in the middle of  the surge,” 
Golas said. 

The result saw the town sign 
on with Charlton Oil at a cost 
of  $2.35 per gallon for hear-
ing point and $1.65 per gallon 
for propane. The gas contract 

works a bit different this time 
around. The agreement with 
Dennis K. Burke will see the 
town charged at 45.22 cents 
above market rate price for 
unleaded gas and diesel as 
opposed to a fixed rate. 

Golas said this partnership 
will allow the town’s gas costs 
to fluctuate properly with the 
market itself, adding “This is 
different than last year’s fixed 
price. It will be based off  of  
what the best available mar-
ket rate is of  the day with a 
markup.”

According to Golas the new 
gas deal would be based on 
when they request fuel and 
whatever the market value 
is on that particular day or 

month. The town may save 
money one month but have 
to pay more in a different 
month where prices fluctuate 
upwards. Heating and pro-
pane will remain locked into 
a guaranteed rate for the next 
year.

This new approach to the 
gas prices intrigued several 
selectmen. Board Chair Bill 
Borowski said he wasn’t 
opposed to it and was interest-
ed to see how it would change 
the town’s costs. 

“You’re dealing with mark-
up minus as opposed to that 
fixed cost which obvious-
ly depends on variables,” 
Borowski said.

Selectman Stephen Koronis 

also thought it was an inter-
esting approach feeling it put 
more pressure on the town 
than the supplier. 

“It takes the risk off  the 
vender and puts a little more 
on us. But if  we ask them 
for a fixed price right now, 
they’re going to pitch high,” 
said Koronis.

Borowski and Koronis 
were joined by Selectwoman 
Barbara Zurowski in approv-
ing the bids. Their fellow 
selectmen David Singer and 
Patsy Rydlak were not in 
attendance for the meeting. 

QCC invests in community by 
eliminating student debt

WORCESTER — Today, 
Quinsigamond Community College 
announced it will use more than $2.5 
million of  the institutional portion 
of  the Federal Higher Education 
Emergency Relief  Funds it received 
in May to erase college-held debt for 
students. The debt relief  program is 
exclusively for those students who 
were enrolled in credit degree or 
certificate programming during the 
start of  the pandemic (March 13, 2020) 
through the end of  the current Spring 
2021 semester. 

“Our goal with this initiative is to 
remove the financial barrier of  insti-
tutional debt that keeps many stu-
dents from completing their education 
and achieving their goals in life. The 
under-privileged and under-served in 

our community were hit hard by the 
pandemic. These students are often 
unable to continue their education due 
to the debt they are carrying.  By 
choosing to invest in our students by 
removing this barrier, we are investing 
in our community and strengthening 
our workforce,” said QCC President 
Dr. Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D. “We are lev-
eling the playing field for our students 
so that they can succeed. This enables 
our students to realize a better future 
for themselves and their families, and 
in doing so, increases our communi-
ty’s economic prosperity.” 

The College is taking this unprece-
dented approach to eliminate the num-
ber one barrier in students’ achieving 
their goals for a higher education. 
This program will help put skilled 

workers into the workforce, assisting 
companies that are struggling to find 
qualified employees. The funding will 
assist 1,687 students, with an average 
amount of  $1,525 of  institutional debt 
forgiveness per student. Furthermore, 
this program is helping those affected 
the most by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Students eligible for debt forgive-
ness through this initiative represent 
52 percent students of  color, 58 per-
cent are female, and 48 percent are 
Worcester residents.

“We know education is the greatest 
equalizer, lifting people out of  pov-
erty and making lasting and positive 
change to our communities and our 
nation. By eliminating this debt, we 
are taking an equitable approach to 
higher education. We find that stu-

dents with debt are less likely to enroll 
or stay in college.  This eliminates 
that barrier,” President Pedraja said, 
adding, “As we recover from the pan-
demic, we want to give our students in 
need a fresh start to a better life and 
a way to enter the workforce with the 
skills and knowledge they need, and 
our businesses need, in today’s new 
world. “

QCC will be notifying students on 
their debt relief  eligibility and is ask-
ing that students not reach out to the 
College directly. 

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of  
Institutional Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.
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