
Colleges: Quinsigamond CC men’s 
basketball team rebounds from tough start 
By Jennifer Toland 

 

The 2019-20 season did not start well for the Quinsigamond men’s basketball 

team. The Wyverns won just once in their first eight games. 

Then came their 38-day winter break. 

“These guys worked for 32 of them,” Quinsigamond coach Tishaun 

Jenkins said before Monday’s practice. “We worked really hard to come 

together.” 

Second semester, the Wyverns have won eight of 12 games and remain in 

contention for a Region 21 playoff spot. 

“It’s their commitment to playing together,” Jenkins said. “From the beginning of 

the season they were always trying to do the right thing, but looking at it from an 

individual standpoint, ‘What do I need to do?’ That was natural. As the season 

has gone on, the chemistry and communication has been better.” 

Jenkins, the former Worcester Voke star and Salem State All-American and Hall 

of Famer, is in his fifth season at Quinsigamond, and has assembled some solid 

local rosters. 

“It’s not the easiest to win,” Jenkins said. “If a kid really wants to go to college, he 

wants to live in a dorm. We don’t have dormitories, so if you want to come here, 

you have to live at home for a little bit longer, and I think generally speaking, kids 

don’t see the relevance of JUCO. It’s so important.” 

Among Jenkins’ players at Quinsig to go on to four-year schools was Daequon 

Antoine, who played on two NCAA Division 3 Tournament teams at Nichols. 

Jenkins’ passion has always been for teaching the game and helping young people 

succeed on and off the court. 
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“I love QCC,” he said. “I love the opportunity.” 

Former Worcester Tech star Victor Florentino, who was a 2018 T&G 

Hometeam Super Team selection, is averaging 12.3 points and 9.5 rebounds for 

the Wyverns. As Jenkins pointed out, Florentino was not recruited coming out of 

high school, but is playing major minutes for QCC and also doing well 

academically. Brendan Dion, a Mid-Wach D all-star at Clinton High, ranks 

second in NJCAA Division 3 in 3-point field goal percentage (55 percent) while 

averaging a team-high 14.5 points. 

Richard Gomez of Main South is averaging 5.9 points and 4.9 

rebounds. Klaytin Silva, who played at Oxford High, has played well down the 

stretch, and Rodoifo Obregon, who played at Abby Kelley, has had two 25-

point games this season. 

“He has come into his own the second half of the season,” Jenkins said. 

QCC wraps up the regular season with games against Massasoit and Ben 

Franklin. 

 


