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About 82 colleges and universities in Massachusetts are collectively set to receive more than $270 million as part of a federal relief package 
intended to help schools and students during the coronavirus pandemic, according to a Business Journal analysis of U.S. Depar tment of Education 

data. 

The relief comes as institutions brace for drops in enrollment tied to the COVID-19 crisis and as student and families’ financial situations change, 

and colleges are unable to hold traditional in-person recruitment events. Universities are also losing revenue to room, board and meal plan refunds. 

In the commonwealth, the University of Massachusetts Amherst is receiving the highest amount of federal aid, an estimated $18 .3 million, followed 

by Boston University, which expects to receive $15 million, and UMass Boston, which will get $12.2 million. Harvard University will see $8.7 

million in aid while MIT is set to receive $2.5 million. 

“These federal funds will assist students and families facing significant financial hardship as a result of the coronavirus epidemic, and soon we’ll 
begin outreach to students as well as responding to those students who have already contacted the school for assistance,” sai d BU spokesman Colin 

Riley. 

Collectively, state universities are set to receive $36 million in aid while the five UMass campuses will receive $46 million in relief. Total relief 

funding for public higher education in the state totals $130.7 million. 

Nationally, the Higher Education Relief Fund allocated $12.5 billion to 5,125 U.S. colleges and universities, both public and private. The program's 

funding formula was based on each school's full-time equivalent enrollment, with 75% of the funds determined by each school's share of Pell Grant 

recipients and the remainder based on non-Pell Grant enrollees. Half the funds are to be used to provide students with emergency financial aid 

grants to help cover expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to coronavirus.  

Many local colleges have also started or grown their own emergency funds to help students pay for rent, transportation, equipment rentals and more 

during the coronavirus crisis. 

The remaining 50% of the federal relief can be used for a wide range of costs that colleges and universities are facing, base d on further guidance 

from the U.S. Department of Education. In order to access the funds, all institutions must sign and return a certificate of funding and agre ement. 

A Business Journals analysis last month found Massachusetts colleges could face $669 million in lost revenue as they refund room and board fees 

while campuses remain shut. Colleges and universities in the commonwealth closed their campuses for the rest of the spring se mester and 

transitioned to online learning to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Several colleges have already moved summer programs online as well, and 

schools are also planning for the possibility of a remote fall term, depending on how long the crisis lasts.  

Community colleges, which generally do not offer room and board, were not covered in the Business Journals analysis in March, but did receive 

assistance as part of the federal package. The Business Journal previously reported that local community college presidents w ere in need of funding 

to continue supporting their campuses. The federal aid should offer some relief. Collectively, the 15 community colleges in Massachusetts are set to 

receive $48.8 million in aid. 

Bunker Hill Community College in Boston is expected to receive about $8.3 million in federal relief; Quinsigamond Community C ollege in 

Worcester is set to receive $4.8 million in relief; Cape Cod Community College will receive about $1.4 million while Roxbury Community College 

will see about $1.7 million in aid. 

“We are extremely grateful for the stimulus package from the federal government," Valer ie Roberson, president of Roxbury Community College, 

said in a statement. "The funding will allow the college to have an even greater impact on the lives of our students, who are  not only already 

financially in need, but are also disproportionately at risk from the virus. We are pleased to have this opportunity to increase our support for them 

during this challenging time.” 

 


