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WORCESTER – After receiving a seven-figure gift from the family of 1957 

Assumption Prep graduate David Grenon, Assumption College will name its new 

School of Business after him. 

The donation is the second largest the college has received during its current 

capital campaign, and the first dedicated specifically to one of Assumption’s five 

new schools of study. The college did not disclose the exact amount it received 

from the Grenon family. 

“Through a process of restructuring into different schools, Assumption College is 

positioning itself for continued success as it forms well-educated business leaders 

who are provided a foundation of ethical business practices,” Mr. Grenon said in 

a statement. “There is tremendous optimism regarding the future of Assumption, 

in particular its School of Business, however I am most impressed by the planned 

collaboration between the five different schools that will impart upon students a 

lifetime of sustainable values that will support their personal and professional 

ambitions.” 

Since graduating, Mr. Grenon has continued to have a close relationship with 

Assumption. He was named an honorary alumnus in 1975, was awarded an 

honorary degree in 1986, served as a trustee from 1974 to 1985, and from 2002 to 

2006 was chairman of the college’s Centennial Campaign, which raised $33 

million. In his professional life, he founded and served as president of the 

Protector Group Insurance Agency Inc. 

Pathway formed for nursing degrees 

Fitchburg State University has signed a pact with four community colleges in the 

state to accept their students into its baccalaureate nursing programs. 
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The agreement will ensure those students “seamless admission” to Fitchburg 

State, the university said, and contribute to the state’s goal to have two-thirds of 

its nurses hold a nursing degree by 2020. 

“This agreement is a win for students and the communities they will serve as 

nurses. It creates a clear path from an associate degree in nursing at a community 

college to a bachelor’s degree while being able to work in the field,” said James 

Vander Hooven, president of Mount Wachusett Community College, one of the 

schools in the agreement. “This is a fantastic example of what the strong 

relationship between MWCC and Fitchburg State University can accomplish for 

our communities and students.” 

The three other campuses involved are Quinsigamond Community College, 

Bristol Community College and Middlesex Community College. 

Community service recognized 

Mount Wachusett Community College’s Senator Stephen M. Brewer Center for 

Civic Learning last month highlighted the combined 113,000 hours of volunteer 

work contributed by students at the college in the past year. 

All together, 1,544 students at the campus accumulated those hours, which based 

on hourly wage averages in the state amount to almost $3.7 million in value, 

according to Mount Wachusett. 

Students who contributed over 100 hours of service were recognized in particular 

at the Service Learning and Volunteerism Celebration event. 

High marks for homework tool 

A federal research review of education products has identified a homework 

assistance program developed by a team at Worcester Polytechnic Institute as 

one of the top educational interventions in the country. 

According to WPI, What Works Clearinghouse, which is part of the U.S. 

Department of Education, reviewed ASSISTments, a “free online math homework 

tool” that helps teachers track their students’ progress, and awarded it its highest 

standard – a designation only held by five math-based programs in the U.S. 

“We’re so glad that ASSISTments is earning recognition for giving students high-

quality feedback on their work and for improving learning outcomes,” Neil 



Heffernan, a computer science professor at WPI who developed the program with 

his wife, teacher and math education specialist Cristina Lindquist Heffernan, said 

in a statement. “This review, coupled with we’re hearing from teachers who say 

ASSISTments gives them important data, affirms our belief that pairing new 

technology with effective teaching strategies is critical to improving education in 

this country.” 

 


