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Bank of America is adding $750,000 to the $250,000 it donated last year to help build permanent 

housing for Boston’s chronically homeless. 

“We believe that everyone deserves the comfort, safety and dignity of a home, and it’s 

incumbent upon all of us to make that a reality in Boston, especially for the most vulnerable 

among us,” said Miceal] Chamberlain, Massachusetts president of Bank of America. 

The donation – coupled with major donations from Liberty Mutual, Partners HealthCare and 

Suffolk Construction – brings the city halfway to meeting the goal Mayor Martin J. Walsh set 

only one year ago of raising $10 million in four years to create 200 new units of long-term, 

supportive housing for chronically homeless men and women. 

“Given that Boston has one of the highest housing costs in the country, a lot of people who can’t 

afford housing in this city are working people,” said Barbara Trevisan, a spokeswoman for the 

Pine Street Inn, the city’s largest homeless shelter and partner in the Way Home Fund Walsh 

announced last year. “This kind of housing is really critical to helping people get stable and stay 

stable.” 

Bank of America’s donation came one day after the city’s annual census of the homeless – the 

results of which will be ready in the coming months – and on the same day that Gov. Charlie 

Baker announced a pilot program to provide state university dorm rooms to homeless students 

attending Massasoit Community College, MassBay Community College, Middlesex Community 

College or Quinsigamond Community College. 

Bridgewater State University, Framingham State University, UMass Lowell and Worcester State 

University each will make up to five beds available to those students, who must be 25 or 

younger, enrolled full time, seeking a degree and in good academic standing. 

The Baker-Polito Administration also announced $3 million in funding to help 10 agencies give 

youngsters the support they need to avoid or end homelessness, something at least 

1,800 Massachusetts young adults experience each year, the administration said. 

“We can’t treat them like they’re adults,” said Elisabeth Jackson, executive director of Bridge 

Over Troubled Waters in Boston, which is sharing a $325,000 grant with seven other agencies to 

pay for housing and education for youngsters they serve. “Their whole life is ahead of them. So 

let’s not put them in a situation where they stay poor and it’s hard to get out. Instead of saying, 

‘Here’s housing for the rest of your life,’ and not expecting anything back, paying for college is 

the best investment we can make in young people.” 
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