
WORCESTER — 
Quinsigamond Community 
College has announced its 
May 21, 2021 Commencement 
Ceremony will be held virtu-
ally.

 
“The College came to this 

difficult decision after a review 
of current public health advice 
and the many unknown factors 
of the Coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic’s course over the 
next months.  Our first and 
foremost commitment is to 

the safety of our faculty, staff, 
students and their families,” 
said President Luis G. Pedraja, 
Ph.D. “While we are encour-
aged by the rollout of vaccines; 
many are still waiting to be 
vaccinated and current safe-
ty protocols preclude us from 
holding an in-person ceremo-
ny.”

 
QCC’s featured virtual com-

mencement speaker will be 
nationally- recognized schol-
ar and elected official, Maya 
Rockeymoore-Cummings, 

Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Rockeymoore-

Cummings has championed 
social justice causes in areas 
that include health equity, 
protection of social entitle-
ment programs, income secu-
rity, diversity and inclusion, 
and civil rights. Her career 
has spanned over 22 years of 
service in the United States 
Congress, the National Urban 
League, the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation, 
and the nonprofit sector.  Most 
recently, Dr. Rockeymoore-
Cummings toured the country 
championing her late husband, 
Rep. Elijah E. Cummings’ auto-
biography, “We’re Better than 

This: My Fight for the Future 
of Our Democracy.”

 
“We are honored to have 

such an esteemed and relevant 
speaker as Dr. Rockeymoore-
Cummings at our commence-
ment ceremony,” President 
Pedraja said.  “She brings a 
focus on the impact of public 
policy on people of color, vul-
nerable populations, and mar-
ginalized communities, and 
works with others on ways to 
dismantle systemic inequali-
ties found in our society, in 
order for all people to succeed 
and thrive.”

 
The College is offering 

free caps, gowns and tassels to 

all QCC August 2020, December 
2020, and May 2021 graduates 
for this year’s commencement.

 
“I look forward to welcom-

ing the Class of 2021 into the 
esteemed group of QCC alumni 
who have done so much for 
our community,” President 
Pedraja added. 

 
To learn more visit www.

Q C C . e d u / c o m m e n c e -
ment-2021 .

 
For more information about 

QCC, contact Josh Martin, 
Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-
7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.
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S P E N C E R 
— Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with 
12 locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, 
has donated $15,000 to 
the K. Michael Robbins 
Endowed Scholarship 
fund at Nichols College in 
honor of recently retired 
Cornerstone Bank CEO 
Mike Robbins. This schol-
arship will be awarded 
to students in the cen-
tral Massachusetts com-
munity, both incoming 
and returning Nichols 
College students are eli-
gible. 

 
“Mike had an 

incredible impact on 

Cornerstone Bank and 
everyone he worked with 
during his 34 years here,” 
said CEO Todd Tallman. 
“When the opportunity to 
donate to a scholarship 
at his alma mater arose, 
we knew it would be an 
amazing way to show 
how much we appreci-
ated his hard work and 
dedication to us and the 
people we serve. We are 
proud to help students 
achieve their education-
al goals, especially those 
who live and learn in our 
community.”

 
Robbins graduated 

from Nichols College in 
1980 and started work-

ing at Spencer Savings 
Bank a few years later, 
eventually becoming 
President & CEO of 
Spencer Savings Bank/
SpencerBANK in 2003. 
When SpencerBANK 
and Southbridge Savings 
Bank merged in 2016 to 
become Cornerstone 
Bank, he was named 
Chairman & CEO. 
He retired this past 
December.

 
A major supporter of 

the community, Robbins 
remains active on the 
finance committee at 
Harrington Hospital, 
on the boards of the 
Worcester Club and 

Worcester Research 
Bureau and is a proud 
advocate of Juvenile 
Diabetes Research.

 
“Mike is a distin-

guished alumnus who 
proudly represents the 
ideals of Nichols College 
as a business leader in 
the community,” said 
Bill Pieczynski, VP 
for Advancement at 
Nichols College.  “This 
scholarship will provide 
local students with the 
opportunity to pursue a 
dynamic career focused 
education with the same 
valuable experience that 
benefitted Mike.  We are 
grateful to Cornerstone 

Bank for helping to fund 
this scholarship as a way 
to honor Mike on his 
retirement.”

 
To learn more about 

Cornerstone Bank and 
its charitable efforts, 
visit cornerstonebank.
com

 
About Cornerstone 

Bank
Cornerstone Bank is 

an independent, mutu-
al savings bank serving 
residents, businesses and 
communities throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Our customer prom-
ise, Built on Trust, is not 
just a brand, but also a 

corporate focus. Whether 
a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone 
Bank rests on the foun-
dation that relation-
ships are built on trust. 
Deposits are insured in 
full by a combination 
of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
and the Depositors 
Insurance Fund. The 
Bank is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer, 
Equal Housing Lender 
and SBA Preferred 
Lender. To learn about 
Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business bank-
ing offerings, please visit-
cornerstonebank.com or 
call 800-939-9103.
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