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Hi! My name is Aylin  
and I like to joke around!

Aylin is a girl of Hispanic de-
scent with a great sense of hu-
mor who loves to draw. Those 
who meet Aylin immediately 
note her big smile, and it is 
clear that she takes pride in 
her appearance. Aylin enjoys 
working on craft projects, play-
ing outside, riding her bike, and 
watching television. Aylin likes 
school and forms friendships 
well with additional support. 
She currently receives extra 
supports in class for social and 
emotional needs.

Legally freed for adoption, Ay-
lin is very much looking for-
ward to becoming part of a 

loving family. Her social worker feels that she will do best in a family with 
two mothers, a mother and a father, or a single mother. Aylin will do well 
as an only child or with siblings that are older than her. She should be 
the youngest in the home, if possible. A family for Aylin must support her 
relationship with her younger sister, as well as help her visit with her bio-
logical mother twice a year, as specified in an Open Adoption Agreement.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.
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WHITINSVILLE-
Richard J “Dick” 

Gallant (1936-2021) 
passed away after 
an eventful 84 years 
on March 18, 2021. 
Raised in Rochdale, 
MA, he recalled a 
pleasant childhood, 
roaming the fields 

and ponds around that town and on his 
Grandfather Robidoux’ farm. At 17, he 
left St Peter’s High School and enlisted 
in the Marine Corps near the end of the 
Korean War. He was not deployed to 
combat but completed a tour of duty in 
the Mediterranean, visiting many ports 
of call. He became a lifeguard while in 
the Corps and got his first chance to try 
SCUBA, which became a lifelong pas-
time. He was extremely proud that he 
rose to the rank of Buck Sergeant, his 
earliest law enforcement role.

After the Corps, he joined the U.S. 
Border Patrol stationed in Laredo, 
TX, a true calling. After earning his 
GED, he took leave from the Patrol to 
further his education in Spanish at 
Worcester Junior College. Soon after, 
he met his wife of 60+ years, Joanne 
Berthiaume. They married and began 
their family. He returned to the Border 
Patrol and brought his family along to 
Laredo, where they resided for 7 years. 
“Ricardo” loved the Border Patrol and 
developed an affinity and respect for 
the Mexican people he encountered.

At his father’s illness in 1972, he 
applied for a transfer to Boston in the 
US Immigration and Naturalization 
Service. He distinguished himself 
during numerous special details with 
the FBI and the Coast Guard, both 
domestic and abroad, and was promot-
ed to Supervisory Special Agent. In 
the latter part of his career, he worked 
undercover on inter-agency opera-
tions with the Organized Crime Drug 
Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF), 
enjoying the work and camaraderie of 
his fellow agents from different federal 
agencies. He and his team received 
many accolades and commendations, 
until he retired as a Senior Special 
Agent in 1993.

He was a lifelong scuba diver, enjoy-
ing boating and lobstering, mostly off 
the coast of Cape Ann. After retirement 
he took up golf, enjoying the sport in 
both New England and Florida, where 
he and Joanne were able to spend 
over 20 years wintering. They enjoyed 
opportunities to travel and cruise 

with their friends 
to Tahiti, London, 
Cancun, and Aruba. 
Dick was a member 
of the Elks Club, the 
Shriners, the VFW, 
the American Legion, 
and Singletary Rod 
& Gun Club. He was 
a gracious host of 
many family gatherings at his home of 
50 years in Whitinsville. He was a larg-
er-than-life, one-of-a-kind, memorable 
man, well-known for his generosity, 
and who came to be fondly called ‘El 
Gallante’.

He is survived by his wife Joanne 
and their children: Judy Gallant-
Root and husband Greg Root; Susan 
Marcotte and husband Rene Marcotte; 
Pamela Vesperi and husband Craig 
Vesperi; and Steve Gallant and wife 
Charlotte; and his grandchildren: 
Zachary Vesperi, Cameron Root, Laney 
Marcotte, and Caroline Root. He is 
also survived by his brother Robert A. 
Gallant and numerous cousins, niec-
es, and nephews. He was predeceased 
by his parents, Joseph S Gallant and 
Rita Robidoux Gallant, sister Dolores 
Gallant Mattson, infant daughter, 
Janet Marie Gallant, and beloved 
grandson, Spencer Marcotte. Rest in 
peace, Marine. Semper Fi!

Calling hours were held on Monday, 
March 29th from 9:30-10:30 A.M. at 
Buma Funeral Home, 480 Church 
Street, Whitinsville followed by a 
Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 A.M. 
at St. Patrick Parish, 1 Cross Street, 
Whitinsville. Face coverings and phys-
ical distancing required.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Dick’s 
name may be made to:  Whitinsville 
Community Center, 60 Main St. 
Whitinsville, MA 01588 Attn:  Original 
Pool Restoration Fund.

www.bumafuneralhome.com
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W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond 
Community College has 
announced it will freeze 
its tuition and fees in 
2021.

“We are committed to 
making college afford-
able for anyone who 
wants to better their 
lives through higher edu-
cation,” said President 
Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D. 
“We want to remain the 
most cost-effective higher 
education option in our 
area, which is why we are 
proactively keeping our 
tuition rates the same for 
our students.”

Recognizing the 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic has affected 
many students and their 
families who lost jobs or 
had their hours reduced, 
QCC has also made emer-
gency funds available. 

These funds can assist 
students in paying bills, 
obtaining laptops, Wi-Fi 
and other basic life and 
educational necessi-
ties, to help offset some 
of the financial burdens 
brought on by the pan-
demic. Since the pandem-
ic began last March, QCC 
has worked on innova-
tive ways to help its stu-
dents with the new finan-
cial challenges they faced 
that included increasing 
financial aid through 
state, federal and insti-
tutional funds, as well 
as a Student Emergency 
Fund available to all cur-
rent students in immedi-
ate hardship due to the 
effects of the pandemic.

“Attaining a higher 
education has positive, 
lifelong implications to 
students and their fam-
ilies. Higher education 

can rise people from pov-
erty, improve our econo-
my and make our nation 
stronger,” Dr. Pedraja 
said, adding, “Higher 
education is a right of 
all.”

QCC’s online associate 
degree programs were 
ranked in the top five 
for best return on invest-
ment by OnlineU.com, an 
unbiased rankings orga-
nization that compares 
all online colleges and 
universities in the coun-
try.

Registration for 
Summer/Fall begins on 
March 29 for returning 
students and April 12 for 
new students.

For more information, 
contact Josh Martin, 
Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.

Quinsigamond Community 
College freezes tuition rates 

for 2021

WORCESTER — To celebrate the 
annual Week of the Young Child ™, 
April 10-16, Edward Street is present-
ing a young children’s art exhibit enti-
tled “Spring is Bursting Out All Over!” 
which will be held in the Printer’s 
Building Hallway Gallery at 50 Portland 
St. in Worcester. 

The exhibit is not only an opportunity 
for the young artists to display their cre-
ations but also for the public to discover 
the developmental stages of young chil-
dren’s creative expression and how this 
impacts their artwork. 

The artwork will highlight each of the 
following age groups. 

0-15 mo.
15 mo.- 2.9 yrs.
2.9-4 yrs.
4-6 yrs.
6-8 yrs.

Six area childcare centers sub-
mitted over 160 pieces for the exhib-
it.  Participating childcare centers 
are Webster Square Day Care Center, 
Rainbow Child Development Center, 

YWCA of Central MA Inc., Worcester 
Comprehensive Education and Care 
Inc., Guild of Saint Agnes, and Children’s 
Friend Early Learning Center.  

Ten pieces, from each age group, will 
be displayed in the gallery, and all of 
the artwork can be viewed online at 
edwardstreet.org. 

The gallery will be open from 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m., Monday through Friday starting 
April 5 and continue through the month 
of April. The gallery may be accessed 
from the 50 Portland Street entryway 
– press 011 to gain entry.   You may 
also visit the gallery by appointment on 
Wednesday evenings from 4 to 7 p.m.  
Indoor gathering limits are four to five 
people at a time.  Please contact Toni 
Ostrow at tostrow@edwardstreet.org to 
make an appointment. 

This exhibit has been funded, in part, 
by a grant from the Worcester Arts 
Council, a local agency, which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

UPTON – Calling All 
Golfers … register now 
for BVT’s 22nd annual 
golf tournament to be 
held on Monday, June 
14th, at Highfields Golf 
& Country Club. A fun-
filled day of golfing will 
benefit the Valley Tech 
Education Foundation 
and Athletic Department 
activities and programs.

Your registration (indi-
vidual golfer $150/golf 
foursome $125 per per-
son) includes 18 holes on 
the championship course, 
a golf cart, delicious 
snacks, a silent auction, 
and raffles, all to help 
support a great cause. 
Not a golfer, sponsor a 

tee, a putting green, or a 
cart to display your com-
pany name in the pro-
gram proudly and during 
the event.

The day promises to be 
full of fun and friendly 
competition. For all tour-
nament details, to view 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, donate a raffle item, 
access the online golfer 
registration and payment 
portal, visit www.valley-
tech.k12.ma.us/golftour-
nament. Register today to 
secure your spot.

About Blackstone 
Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical 
High School (BVT)

Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
serves the towns of 
Bellingham, Blackstone, 
Douglas, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, 
Milford, Millbury, 
Millville, Northbridge, 
Sutton, Upton, and 
Uxbridge. Located in the 
heart of the Blackstone 
Valley, BVT creates a pos-
itive learning community 
that prepares students for 
personal and professional 
success in an internation-
ally competitive society 
through a fusion of rigor-
ous vocational, technical, 
and academic skills.

Edward Street hosting 
children’s art exhibit

Blackstone Valley Tech 
to host annual Golf 
Tourney in June

“This pickup, which replaces a 2013 
Ford Interceptor sedan no longer suited 
for patrol, will be beneficial in assisting 
with many department functions,” the 
department released. “Some examples 
of these functions include the deploy-
ment of traffic barriers during road 
closures and emergencies, call respons-
es during storm weather, towing of 
department trailers, personnel/cargo 

transport during special events, and 
movement of large property/evidence 
items in which a typical patrol vehicle 
would be inadequate.”

Many of the above examples have 
been previously accomplished with the 
use of department members’ personal 
vehicles, police added.

“We are grateful to have the opportu-
nity to receive equipment that assists 
us in better serving our community,” 
the department’s statement concludes.

UPTON
continued from page A1

hundreds of our own homebound health 
plan members, and our team is ready to 
expand this effort across the state and 
aid the Commonwealth’s vaccination 
effort in any way we can.”

Health care providers, Aging Services 

Access Points, Local Boards of Health, 
Councils on Aging, and other commu-
nity organizations will be connecting 
individuals to the homebound program. 
In addition, homebound individuals 
and their loved ones can call 1-833-983-
0485 to schedule an appointment and 
determine if they meet eligibility for 
in-home vaccination. The registration 
phone line is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

HOMEBOUND
continued from page A1
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