
WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College has announced it 
will freeze its tuition and fees in 2021.

“We are committed to making college 
affordable for anyone who wants to 
better their lives through higher edu-
cation,” said President Luis G. Pedraja, 
Ph.D. “We want to remain the most 
cost-effective higher education option 
in our area, which is why we are pro-
actively keeping our tuition rates the 
same for our students.”

Recognizing the Coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic has affected 
many students and their families who 
lost jobs or had their hours reduced, 
QCC has also made emergency funds 
available. These funds can assist stu-
dents in paying bills, obtaining laptops, 
Wi-Fi and other basic life and educa-
tional necessities, to help offset some of 

the financial burdens brought on by the 
pandemic. Since the pandemic began 
last March, QCC has worked on inno-
vative ways to help its students with 
the new financial challenges they faced 
that included increasing financial aid 
through state, federal and institutional 
funds, as well as a Student Emergency 
Fund available to all current students 
in immediate hardship due to the effects 
of the pandemic.

“Attaining a higher education has 
positive, lifelong implications to stu-
dents and their families. Higher edu-
cation can rise people from poverty, 
improve our economy and make our 
nation stronger,” Dr. Pedraja said, add-
ing, “Higher education is a right of all.”

QCC’s online associate degree pro-
grams were ranked in the top five for 
best return on investment by OnlineU.

com, an unbiased rankings organiza-
tion that compares all online colleges 
and universities in the country.

Registration for Summer/Fall begins 
on March 29 for returning students and 
April 12 for new students.

For more information, contact 
Josh Martin, Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-7513 
or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.
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AccurAcy WAtch

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy 
in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106 
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone 
call.

Cafeteria Worker, Park Ave - 2 Positions
Schedule: M-F 10:00-1:00 (15 hrs.)

Rate: $14.25/hr.
*these 2 positions will primarily deliver meals 

to classrooms
Start Date: ASAP

Breakfast in the Classroom Worker,  
Park Ave - 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 7:30-10:30 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

Webster Public School Department

Please apply to: Attn: Lori Marrazzo
Webster Public Schools, 77 Poland Street, Webster, MA 01570

For questions about positions please call or email Ellen Nylen at 
508-943-0104 ext. 40016 or enylen@webster-schools.org

*At this time all positions run through the end of the school year.

Cafeteria Worker, Webster Middle School 
- 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 8:00-11:00 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

*this position is primarily a kitchen prep 
position

Cafeteria Worker, Bartlett High School  
- 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 9:30-12:30 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

Saturday, April 24, 2021, 10 AM  
(Preview at 9 AM) Please note that the auction is being held at: 

The Spencer Fairgrounds   
48 Smithfield Road, Spencer MA 01562

We will be selling tractors, farm/landscape equipment, and all types of 
Agriculture-related items, as well as any tools and construction-related items that 
are consigned at public auction. If you are seriously in the market for items of this 
type, or you have something you want to sell and are motivated to do so, this will 

be an excellent opportunity!
Consignment Contacts: 

Malcolm Speicher:  flat.tail@verizon.net  – 508-868-8896
Donald Raucher:  donraucher@comcast.net  – 413-537-3177
Please contact us as early as possible with larger items  

to get maximum exposure.

Commission rate as follows:
 • Any items that sell for $100 or less: 20%
 • Any items that sell for $101 to $999: 15% 
 • Any items that sell for $1000 and up: 10%
 • 10% commission on the final bid of any item  
  that doesn’t meet the consignor’s reserve.
 
Terms of sale: Cash/check with proper ID. Most major credit cards. 15% Buyer’s Premium. 
10% for cash/check. Buyer’s Premium for items that sell for $10,000 or more reduced to 
5%. 6.25% MA sales tax. Tax exempt buyers must present a copy of their resale/tax exempt 
certificate.  
Management reserves the right to refuse items deemed inappropriate or in unacceptable 

condition for sale. No consignments will be accepted the day of the auction.  

RAUCHER BROTHERS AUCTIONEERS
Don Raucher MA license #AU2233

We will be 
following all 

COVID protocols

Annual  
Spencer Spring 

Consignment Auction

Annual  
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BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON 
– While the softball and 
baseball seasons might 
have been delayed in 
the Dudley-Charlton 
Regional School District, 
athletes and support-
ers will be welcomed by 
some upgrades to facili-
ties when they return to 
action at Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School.

Thanks to the efforts 
of the district’s booster 
club, both the softball and 
baseball complexes at the 
regional high school in 
Dudley have seen work 
done over the last year 
with further upgrades 
set to continue through-
out 2021. Shepherd 
Hill Principal William 
Chaplin provided and 
update to the Dudley-
Charlton Regional School 
Committee on March 24 
where he detailed some 
of the changes underway.

“(The booster club) did 
a wonderful job of rais-
ing almost $9,000 to help 
us with rehabbing pri-
marily the baseball and 
softball field. We started 
right away, COVID hit 
and then we got delayed 
but we really started 

doing some maintenance 
of the field using their 
money primarily for a 
really good fine mixture 
for the infield. For many 
years we didn’t really put 
a lot of care into the field, 
very minimal. So, we’re 
doing a lot of catch up 
right now,” Chaplin said.

In addition to add-
ing new material to the 
infield, the district is 
also replacing the back-
stop at the softball field 
and building dugouts 
for softball players. The 
baseball field had pre-
viously received new 
dugouts courtesy of the 
wood shop at the high 
school however they did 
not have time to build 
for the softball field. The 
district has worked with 
508 International, a local 
company from Charlton 
that spread and graded 
the material added to the 
fields. While the season 
has been pushed back to 
the end of April due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Chaplin is hoping that 
students and supporters 
will get to see the facility 
upgrades very soon.

“We’re hoping that (the 
upgrades) are going to be 
there for the beginning 
of the season. If not, then 

very shortly after the 
beginning of the season 
this year. The season is 
delayed this year. They’re 
not starting until the end 
of April, so it gives us 
a little more time to get 
moving on that,” said 
Chaplin.

Athletic Director 
James Scanlon offered his 
own compliments to the 
district’s booster club for 
their support but noted 
that this won’t be the end 
for upgrades on the ath-
letic fields. There’s still 
plenty of work to do that 
the money raised won’t 
be able to fund. 

“These are great first 
steps. We are truly excit-
ed at the prospect of hav-
ing fields that are more 
playable and certainly 
more visually appealing 
then they have been in 
years past,” Scanlon said. 
“This work doesn’t nec-
essarily address some of 
the significant core areas 
of concern with the field 
such as adequate drain-
age and irrigation. There 
is absolutely plenty of 
work to do over time at 
cost. There will be added 
cost in terms of mainte-
nance to get our fields to 
that optimum level of per-
formance.”

Shepherd Hill fields 
undergoing renovations 

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College is opening its doors 
to Becker College students after learn-
ing of the College’s closing at the end of 
the Spring 2021 semester.

 “It is with a heavy heart that we 
learned of the impending closing of 
Becker College, one of the oldest institu-
tions of higher education in our region. 
Becker has made a profound and last-
ing impression on our community and 
many QCC transfer students,” said 
President Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D.

 QCC has developed a transfer agree-
ment and memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) with Becker College to assist 
current Becker students in seamlessly 
continuing their education. This agree-
ment is for all current Becker students 
in programs transferrable into QCC’s 
comparable programs that include:

·  Associate Degree in Business 
Administration Transfer

·  Associate Degree in Criminal 
Justice

·  Associate Degree in Early Childhood 
Education

· Associate Degree in Early Childhood 

Education Birth – Eight Years Old
·       Associate Degree Nurse Education
·       Associate Degree Nurse Education 

– Evening
 “We are here to offer Becker College 

students a way to achieve their higher 
education dreams,” President Pedraja 
said. “We want to ensure that no one 
is left behind because of circumstanc-
es beyond their control. We worked 
diligently on this transfer/MOU agree-
ment and while this agreement does 
not include all programs at Becker, we 
will endeavor to enroll and support all 
transfer students and those who were 
considering Becker in the fall.”

 In addition to the programs listed 
in the MOU, many of Becker’s pro-
grams can easily transfer to QCC, such 
as its well-known video-game design 
program. QCC already has a robust 
gaming program, as well as an esports 
team, formed during the start of the 
pandemic.

 QCC offers strong financial support 
to its students and many attend for free 
by qualifying for financial aid. Since 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the College has increased its financial 
support to students, by way of $2.4 mil-
lion in federal emergency funds from 
the Higher Education Emergency Relief 
Fund II, authorized by the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act (CRRSAA), and $1 
million in institutional funds. QCC also 
has a Student Emergency Fund avail-
able to current students in significant 
hardship due to the pandemic, regard-
less of citizenship, residency or enroll-
ment status. All current and prospec-
tive Becker students will be offered the 
same financial supports and services, 
and will have the ability to transfer to 
other four-year institutions once they 
complete their education at QCC. 

 “Becker students and their families 
are not without options and we will be 
here to support them every step of the 
way,” President Pedraja said. 

 For more information, visit https://
www.QCC.edu/becker.

 For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 
508.854.7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu
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