
W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond Community 
College has announced it will 
freeze its tuition and fees in 
2021.

“We are committed to making 
college affordable for anyone 
who wants to better their lives 
through higher education,” 
said President Luis G. Pedraja, 
Ph.D. “We want to remain the 
most cost-effective higher edu-
cation option in our area, which 
is why we are proactively keep-
ing our tuition rates the same 
for our students.”

Recognizing the Coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic has affect-
ed many students and their fam-
ilies who lost jobs or had their 
hours reduced, QCC has also 
made emergency funds avail-
able. These funds can assist stu-

dents in paying bills, obtaining 
laptops, Wi-Fi and other basic 
life and educational necessi-
ties, to help offset some of  the 
financial burdens brought on 
by the pandemic. Since the pan-
demic began last March, QCC 
has worked on innovative ways 
to help its students with the 
new financial challenges they 
faced that included increasing 
financial aid through state, fed-
eral and institutional funds, as 
well as a Student Emergency 
Fund available to all current 
students in immediate hard-
ship due to the effects of  the 
pandemic.

“Attaining a higher education 
has positive, lifelong implica-
tions to students and their fam-
ilies. Higher education can rise 
people from poverty, improve 

our economy and make our 
nation stronger,” Dr. Pedraja 
said, adding, “Higher educa-
tion is a right of  all.”

QCC’s online associate 
degree programs were ranked 
in the top five for best return 
on investment by OnlineU.com, 
an unbiased rankings organi-
zation that compares all online 
colleges and universities in the 
country.

Registration for Summer/
Fall begins on March 29 for 
returning students and April 12 
for new students.

For more information, con-
tact Josh Martin, Director of  
Institutional Communications 
at 508-854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.
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REGION – Last week, the Baker-
Polito Administration announced the 
vaccination timeline for all remaining 
residents.

On March 22, all residents age 
60-plus became eligible to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. On April 5, all res-
idents 55-plus will become eligible, as 
well as residents with one medical 
condition.

On April 19, the general public will 
be able to schedule a vaccine appoint-
ment (ages 16 and older). The full 
vaccine timeline is available at www.
mass.gov/COVIDVaccinePhases.  

“The Administration has received 
assurances from the federal govern-
ment that an increased vaccine supply 
will be available to states soon,” Gov. 
Charlie Baker said. “Depending on 
supply, it could take weeks for people 
to be notified that an appointment is 
available at a mass vaccination site.”

Officials expect that more vaccina-
tion sites will come online in April. 

Last week, the state received approx-
imately 170,000 first doses of  the vac-
cine, including 8,000 doses of  the J&J 
vaccine. In total, the Commonwealth 
received 316,000 first and second doses 
as part of  the latest state allocation. 

The state is also adding more mobile 
vaccination clinics to support long-
term care facilities, congregate care, 

low-income senior housing, and 
homebound individuals. The goal is 
to ensure that no seniors are denied 
an opportunity to receive the vaccine 
simply because they do not have trans-
portation.

Looking ahead, state officials con-
tinue to rely heavily on communica-
tions from the federal level. 

“Weekly allocations are subject to 
change based on federal availability, 
demand from providers, and obliga-
tions to meet second doses,” Baker 
said. “Providers have ten days to use 
their doses and must meet specific 
performance thresholds.”

In addition to the weekly state allo-
cation of  vaccines, the federal gov-
ernment also distributes doses to CVS 
Health sites as part of  the Federal 
Retail Pharmacy Partnership.

Individuals looking to book vaccine 
appointments should visit www.mass.
gov/COVIDvaccine.

Baker also announced a new $24.7 
million investment in the administra-
tion’s Vaccine Equity Initiative. This 
program was created to increase trust 
and vaccine acceptance among res-
idents, as well as enhanced equity 
across all locations and demographics.

“Recognizing equity as a critical 
component of  the state’s vaccine 
distribution plan, the Department 
of  Public Health is working closely 

with 20 hardest hit communities in 
Massachusetts as they identify their 
specific community needs, further 
building on existing support,” Baker 
said. “These funds will also provide 
direct vaccine administration to popu-
lations that are not effectively reached 
through existing vaccine supply chan-
nels.”

State officials are also working to 
increase collaboration with communi-
ty partners, faith-based organizations, 
health centers, and minority-owned 
business leaders, among others.

Additionally, Baker is promoting 
the newly created COVID-19 Vaccine 
Ambassador Program, which has 
helped residents across the state access 
vital information about the vaccine. 
The program includes a multilingual 
public awareness campaign, as well 
as volunteers tasked with helping to 
identify community-based solutions.

The administration’s Vaccine 
Equity Initiative focuses on 20 cities 
and towns with the greatest COVID-
19 case burden. They include Boston, 
Brockton, Chelsea, Everett, Fall River, 
Fitchburg, Framingham, Haverhill, 
Holyoke, Lawrence, Leominster, 
Lowell, Lynn, Malden, Methuen, 
New Bedford, Randolph, Revere, 
Springfield, and Worcester.

To learn more about the state’s vac-
cine program, visit www.mass.gov.

ALMANAC

OPEN TO CLOSE

TOWN HALL

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

THE SOUTHBRIDGE NEWS IS COMMITTED TO ACCURACY IN 
ALL ITS NEWS REPORTS. ALTHOUGH NUMEROUS SAFEGUARDS 
ARE IN PLACE TO ENSURE ACCURATE REPORTING, MISTAKES 
CAN OCCUR.

CONFIRMED FACT ERRORS WILL BE CORRECTED ON IN A TIMELY 
MANNER.

IF YOU FIND A MISTAKE, CALL (508)909-4106 OR 
EMAIL NEWS@STONEBRDIGEPRESS.NEW, EXT. 130 DURING 
NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS. AFTER 5 P.M., PRESS FOR THE 
NEWSROOM HOTLINE.

ACCURACY 
WATCH

Cafeteria Worker, Park Ave - 2 Positions
Schedule: M-F 10:00-1:00 (15 hrs.)

Rate: $14.25/hr.
*these 2 positions will primarily deliver meals 

to classrooms
Start Date: ASAP

Breakfast in the Classroom Worker,  
Park Ave - 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 7:30-10:30 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

Webster Public School Department

Please apply to: Attn: Lori Marrazzo
Webster Public Schools, 77 Poland Street, Webster, MA 01570

For questions about positions please call or email Ellen Nylen at 
508-943-0104 ext. 40016 or enylen@webster-schools.org

*At this time all positions run through the end of the school year.

Cafeteria Worker, Webster Middle School 
- 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 8:00-11:00 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

*this position is primarily a kitchen prep 
position

Cafeteria Worker, Bartlett High School  
- 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 9:30-12:30 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

Saturday, April 24, 2021, 10 AM  
(Preview at 9 AM) Please note that the auction is being held at: 

The Spencer Fairgrounds   
48 Smithfield Road, Spencer MA 01562

We will be selling tractors, farm/landscape equipment, and all types of 
Agriculture-related items, as well as any tools and construction-related items that 
are consigned at public auction. If you are seriously in the market for items of this 
type, or you have something you want to sell and are motivated to do so, this will 

be an excellent opportunity!
Consignment Contacts: 

Malcolm Speicher:  flat.tail@verizon.net  – 508-868-8896
Donald Raucher:  donraucher@comcast.net  – 413-537-3177
Please contact us as early as possible with larger items  

to get maximum exposure.

Commission rate as follows:
 • Any items that sell for $100 or less: 20%
 • Any items that sell for $101 to $999: 15% 
 • Any items that sell for $1000 and up: 10%
 • 10% commission on the final bid of any item  
  that doesn’t meet the consignor’s reserve.
 
Terms of sale: Cash/check with proper ID. Most major credit cards. 15% Buyer’s Premium. 
10% for cash/check. Buyer’s Premium for items that sell for $10,000 or more reduced to 
5%. 6.25% MA sales tax. Tax exempt buyers must present a copy of their resale/tax exempt 
certificate.  
Management reserves the right to refuse items deemed inappropriate or in unacceptable 

condition for sale. No consignments will be accepted the day of the auction.  

RAUCHER BROTHERS AUCTIONEERS
Don Raucher MA license #AU2233

We will be 
following all 

COVID protocols

Annual  
Spencer Spring 

Consignment Auction

Annual  
Spencer Spring 

Consignment Auction

Holy 
Week
at St. John 
Paul II Parish, 
Southbridge

Holy Thursday, April 1
 Morning Prayer at St. Mary, 9:00am 
 Bilingual Mass of the Lord’s Supper at Notre  
 Dame, 7:00pm followed by adoration of the 
 Blessed Sacrament until midnight.

Good Friday, April 2
 Morning Prayer at St. Mary, 9:00am 
 Liturgy in English at Notre Dame, 3:00pm  
 and 7:00pm 
 Liturgy in Spanish at Notre Dame, 5:30pm

Holy Saturday, April 3
 Morning Prayer at St. Mary, 9:00am 
 Easter Vigil at Notre Dame (Bilingual), 7:30pm

Easter Sunday, April 4
 Mass at Notre Dame, 8:00 AM, 10:00am 
 Misa en español en Notre Dame, Noon

Quinsigamond Community College 
freezes tuition rates for 2021

Baker lays out vaccination timeline

SOUTHBRIDGE — Southbridge 
Public Schools will hold a public hear-
ing on the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022 on Tuesday, April 13 at 
6:30 p.m.  This hearing will be conduct-
ed via remote participation. Every 
effort will be made to ensure that the 
public can adequately access the meet-
ing as provided for in the order. 

Instructions on how to access or 
ask questions during the meeting will 
be noted on the Southbridge Public 
School Web site: www.southbridge-
public.org and a recording will be 
posted on the site following the meet-
ing.  You can submit questions in 
advance to help@southbridgepublic.
org or ayuda@southbridgepublic.org.  

Southbridge Public Schools 
invites public to  
budget hearing




