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Post winter care for your lawn
GARDEN
MOMENTS
MELINDA
MYERS
As winter gives way to spring, take a
walk around the yard. Check the lawn
for damage and provide a bit of early
season care to help it recover from
winter.
Use a leaf rake to lightly lift and
separate the matted grass blades. This
helps speed drying, increase airflow,
and reduce the risk of pink and gray
snow mold developing and damaging
your lawn.
These fungal diseases are most common when heavy snowfalls or ice covers non-frozen turf or after late winter
snowstorms. The damage is usually
seen where snow lingers late in the
season.
Symptoms appear as circular areas
of matted brown grass. You may even
see a gray or pink cobweb-like growth
over these areas. Fortunately, lawns
eventually recover. Reduce the risk of
future problems with proper timing of
lawn fertilization.
Remove any leaves or debris that
ended up on the lawn. Large leaves on
the grass capture moisture and prevent sunlight from reaching the plants
below. Use leaves you collect as mulch
in the garden or add to the compost pile.
Look for vole trails in the lawn. These

small rodents travel beneath the snow
and over the grass in search of food all
winter long. Their travels create trails
of bare or dead grass. The surrounding
grass will eventually fill in the damaged
areas. Speed recovery by sprinkling
grass seed over the trails. Just mix a
handful of grass seed in a mop bucket of
topsoil to make a lawn patch. Sprinkle
the mixture in the trails, gently tamp
and water.
Check areas along walks, drives and
the street for deicing salt damage. Even
if you don’t apply deicing salts, passing
cars can spray it onto your lawn. Your
car also brings home salt as it travels
along salted roadways, depositing salty
snow onto the drive.
Make sure these areas receive sufficient water this spring. Regular spring
showers often do the job. Thoroughly
water these areas during dry springtime
weather to help wash the salt past the
grass roots into the soil below. Consider
shoveling first and using plant-friendly deicing salts in the future. This
will reduce the need for deicing salts
and reduce the time and money spent
repairing salt-damaged plants.
Use this time to sharpen your mower
blades. Using sharp blades to cut the
grass results in a healthier and better-looking lawn. The clean cut made
by a sharp blade closes quickly, reducing the risk of disease problems. Sharp
blades also save time as you can cut the
grass more efficiently. And speaking of
savings, your mower will consume 22%
less fuel and the lawn will use up to 30%
less water when using sharp blades.
Soon it will be time to mow the lawn.
Mow high and often, leaving grass clip-
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Snow mold appears as circular areas of matted brown grass sometimes found with gray or
pink cobweb-like growth over these areas.

pings on the lawn to add organic matter, moisture, and nutrients to the soil.
Always sweep clippings off walks and
the drive to keep this valuable organic
matter out of waterways.
Take care of winter damage now
before the even busier garden season begins. Investing time now helps
improve your lawn’s health and beauty,
allowing you more time to enjoy the
summer.

Quinsigamond Community
College announces fall
semester plans
WORCESTER — Given current progress in the fight against
the pandemic, Quinsigamond
Community College is planning
to resume in-person services
for the Fall 2021 semester to the
extent that it is safe and permissible.
Last year, to ensure the safety
of its community, QCC made the
difficult decision to significantly limit in-person services and,
with the exception of clinical
courses and a few labs, pivoted
to remote learning. The College
is exploring logistics and will
continue to make decisions to
help ensure the safety of its students, faculty, staff and community.
“At QCC, we are committed to
student success. We know that
many of our students benefit
from in-person classes and services, while others take advantage of the flexibility of online
courses,” said QCC President
Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D.

Prior to the pandemic, approximately 20 percent of QCC’s
courses were already held
online. The pandemic allowed
the College to increase its capacity to serve students through
online and remote services.
“We hope to build on our experience in these areas to provide
more services and flexibility for
our students,” President Pedraja
continued. “While we believe
that we will have a robust in-person presence this fall, we are
constantly monitoring the situation, and will continue to follow the best advice available and
adapt accordingly.”
Additionally, QCC has significantly increased financial
support to its students through
$2.4 million in federal emergency funds from the Higher
Education Emergency Relief
Fund II, authorized by the
Coronavirus Response and Relief
Supplemental Appropriations
Act (CRRSAA), and an addi-

tional $1 million in institutional funds. The College’s Student
Emergency Fund is also available for students in significant
hardship due to the pandemic,
who are exempt from receiving
certain federal aid due to citizenship, residency or enrollment
status.
“No one should be barred from
attending college this fall due
to scheduling issues or financial hardships. At QCC, we have
worked tirelessly to eliminate
those barriers and make higher
education accessible for everyone,” President Pedraja said.
QCC will begin its VIP registration for returning and active
students on March 29, with new
student registration beginning
on April 12.
For more information about
QCC, contact Josh Martin,
Director
of
Institutional
Communications at 508-854-7513
or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, including
Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything”DVD series and the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio program. Myers
is also a columnist and contributing
editor for Birds & Blooms magazine.
Her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Worcester Academy proudly
announces honor roll and
Headmaster’s List
W O R C E S T E R
—
Worcester
Academy
proudly announces its Honor
Roll and Headmaster’s List
for Semester 1 of the 20202021 School Year. The honors represent the achievements that each of these
Worcester Academy students
has earned through academic excellence, challenge, and
personal growth.
Among the students are:
Camden Blum of Charlton,
Class of 2023, Headmaster’s
List.
Colin Hughes of Charlton,
Class of 2022, Headmaster’s
List.
Owen Hughes of Charlton,
Class of 2021, Headmaster’s
List.
Avery List of Charlton,
Class of 2022, First Honors.
Isabella Nascimento of
Charlton, Class of 2021,
Headmaster’s List.
Lauren Potvin of Charlton,
Class of 2022, Headmaster’s
List.
Jefferson
Upton
of
Charlton, Class of 2024,
Headmaster’s List.
About Worcester Academy

Worcester Academy is
an
acclaimed
independent
school
overlooking the thriving city of
Worcester, Massachusetts. A
proud community of explorers and collaborators, we prepare our students not just for
college, but for life; through
an expansive curriculum that
balances problem-solving
with communication skills,
independence with connection, and hard work with fun
and creativity. Our students
benefit from an experiential education that expands
their perspectives, builds
their character, and deepens
their understanding through
community engagement and
real-world application--enabling them to “Achieve the
Honorable” (the Academy
motto) with their classmates
and peers; in the Worcester
community; and throughout
their lives.
For information, contact Director of External
Communications
Neil
Isakson
at
508-459-6918
or neil.isakson@worcesteracademy.org.
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PROVIDERS
AUTO SERVICES
Master
Technicians
Over 28 Yrs.
Experience

All Repairs Welcome

APPLIANCES
Family owned & operated.
Servicing household appliances since 1978.
Complete Line of

NEW APPLIANCES

All Repairs Guaranteed
24 mos. or 24,000 miles
1067 Stafford St. • Rochdale, MA
(Across from Rochdale Park)

508.892.9800

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Weekend
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

275

$

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses • Attics • Cellars
Construction Sites
10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net
Fully Insured

"Quality counts
when no one
is looking."
Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

All Major Brands

Desmarais Auto Repair
Free Diagnostics
While-you-wait

ASPHALT PAVING

Drivew

ays Pa
rking
Lots
Seal C
Free Es oating
timates

6 & 12 Months
Financing Available

Instant Credit • In -shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

HANDYMAN

774-261-5181
KeyesPaving.com
508-864-9708 l 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253
Fully Insured
• Painting: Interior/Exterior
• Refinish/Enhance Natural
Wood Trim
• Wall Repair, Patch, and Compound
• Install Ceiling Fans, Light Fixtures,
Outlets, and Receptacles
• Install Storm Doors
• Install Knobs, Door Knobs,
and Dead Bolts
• Install Subfloors, Ceramic Tile,
Luxury Vinyl Glue Down,
Floating Floors

• Hang Pictures and Curtain Rods
• Install Bath Fixtures
(Plumber will need to connect)
• Yard and Garden work
• Rot Repair, Exterior Trim,
and Decks
• Assemble Prefabricated Furniture
• Pressure Wash
• Yard Work, Spread Mulch,
and Stone
• And much more!
Just tell me What Da Ya Need.

508-686-0336
Email: whatdayaneed@gmail.com
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