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WORCESTER — Given 
current progress in the 
fight against the pandemic, 
Quinsigamond Community 
College is planning to resume 
in-person services for the Fall 
2021 semester to the extent 
that it is safe and permissible.

Last year, to ensure the 
safety of  its community, QCC 

made the difficult decision to 
significantly limit in-person 
services and, with the excep-
tion of  clinical courses and 
a few labs, pivoted to remote 
learning.  The College is 
exploring logistics and will 
continue to make decisions 
to help ensure the safety of  
its students, faculty, staff  and 

community.
“At QCC, we are commit-

ted to student success. We 
know that many of  our stu-
dents benefit from in-person 
classes and services, while 
others take advantage of  the 
flexibility of  online courses,” 
said QCC President Luis G. 
Pedraja, Ph.D.

Prior to the pandemic, 
approximately 20 percent of  
QCC’s courses were already 
held online. The pandem-
ic allowed the College to 
increase its capacity to serve 
students through online and 
remote services.

“We hope to build on our 
experience in these areas to 
provide more services and 
flexibility for our students,” 
President Pedraja continued. 
“While we believe that we will 

have a robust in-person pres-
ence this fall, we are constant-
ly monitoring the situation, 
and will continue to follow 
the best advice available and 
adapt accordingly.”

Additionally, QCC has sig-
nificantly increased finan-
cial support to its students 
through $2.4 million in feder-
al emergency funds from the 
Higher Education Emergency 
Relief  Fund II, authorized by 
the Coronavirus Response 
and Relief  Supplemental 
Appropriations Act 
(CRRSAA), and an addition-
al $1 million in institutional 
funds. The College’s Student 
Emergency Fund is also avail-
able for students in signifi-
cant hardship due to the pan-
demic, who are exempt from 
receiving certain federal aid 

due to citizenship, residency 
or enrollment status.

“No one should be barred 
from attending college this fall 
due to scheduling issues or 
financial hardships. At QCC, 
we have worked tirelessly to 
eliminate those barriers and 
make higher education acces-
sible for everyone,” President 
Pedraja said.

QCC will begin its VIP reg-
istration for returning and 
active students on March 29, 
with new student registration 
beginning on April 12.

For more information about 
QCC, contact Josh Martin, 
Director of  Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-
7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.
edu.

Chamber to host 
Candidates Night 
in Sturbridge

STURBRIDGE — The 
Chamber of  Central Mass. 
South will host a forum between 
the four Sturbridge selectmen 
candidates on April 7 from 7 

to 8:30 
p.m. at the 

Sturbridge Town Hall. Each 
candidate will make brief  
opening statements and field 
questions developed by the 
Chamber’s Board and Executive 
Director. Sturbridge residents 
will also have the opportunity 
to pose questions live during 
the forum via text message. Due 
to the Town Hall being closed to 
the public, residents will not be 
allowed to attend the debate in 
person.

Moderated by the Chamber’s 
Executive Director Alexandra 
McNitt, the forum will be 
broadcast live on Sturbridge 
CCTV and periodically rerun 
until the election on April 
12. The four candidates for 
Sturbridge Selectman are 
Chase Kaibenski (incumbent), 
Michael Suprenant (incum-
bent), Priscilla Gimas and 
Jamie Goodwin. 

“It has been several years 
since we hosted a candidates 
forum like this,” said McNitt. 
“With a larger than usual field 
and restrictions on gather-
ings, we thought this would be 
a good opportunity to provide 
Sturbridge residents with a 
chance to learn more about the 
candidates.”  

The leading advocate for 
local business since 1945, 
The Chamber of  Central 
Mass South serves the towns 
of  Sturbridge, Southbridge, 
Charlton, Brimfield, The 
Brookfields, Holland, Spencer, 
Wales, Warren and Northern 
Connecticut and is an affili-
ate of  the Worcester Regional 
Chamber of  Commerce. Visit 
the Chamber of  Central Mass 
South online at cmschamber.
org or reach the office at 508-
347-2761.

HEALTH 
& HOME

A special supplement dedicated to the 
Health and Wellness of people, pets, 

and Spring Home Improvement

Advertise in this special supplement coming to the
Spencer New Leader, Auburn News, Charlton Villager,  

Sturbridge Villager, Southbridge News, 
Webster Times, and Blackstone Valley Tribune,
and tell readers how your business can help 

promote health & wellness for all, 
or spruce up your home for Spring. 

A Fresh Approach to
Healthy Living & Home Improvement

Contact your sales representative

Your business not 
health, home or 

 pet related?
115,000 readers 

will still
see your ad!

Publication Date: 
April 23, 2021

Sales Deadline: April 8, 2021 

AD SIZES
Full Page Cover $1000
Full page inside  $800 B&W; $850 color
1/2 page  $500 B&W; $550 color
1/4 page  $300 B&W; $350 color
1/8th page  $200 B&W; $250 color

June Simakauskas
508-909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Mikaela Victor
508-909-4126

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Casual Waterfront Dining on Lake LAshaway
308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333   308 lakeside.com

Open 7 Days
Open 11 - Close

Easter Sunday
April 4th

We will host three seatings at
Noon, 2:00 & 4:00

Make your 

reservations
 

soon!

Complete Easter 
Dinners Available

See Menu inside for details
Let us do the cooking for you.  

We are your local caterers  
that you can trust! 

Visit our website for our full menu

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Visit our website for our full menu

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Yum
!
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M. Soper of Soper Construction poses with his auction-takings 
from St. John Paul II/Trinity Catholic Academy virtual auction 
that ended last Saturday, “A Night of Faith, Trust & Pixie Dust.”

AUCTION WINNINGS

Quinsigamond Community College announces fall 
semester plans

If It’s Important 
To You,

It’s Important  
To Us.




