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Obituaries

SOUTHBRIDGE- Jeanne 
Marchessault, 89, of  Hamilton Street, 
passed away on Tuesday, March 9th at 
the Presentation Rehabilitation and 
Skilled Care Center, in Brighton.

She leaves her 
beloved nephews, 
Eric Marchessault of  
Somerville, Robert 
M a r c h e s s a u l t , 
of  Royal Palm 
Beach, FL; her 
brother, Richard 
Marchessault of  
Englewood, FL; 

nieces and nephews, Christopher 
Marchessault of  Dudley, John 
Marchessault of  Southbridge, James 
Roberts, Elaine Roberts, Lisa Roberts 
and Donald Roberts all of  Charlton 
and Susan Lamprey of  St. Mary’s 
Parish, GA; and most importantly, 
her much loved cat, Mia. Jeanne 
was predeceased by her mother and 
best friend, Bessie, sister, Pauline 
Roberts, and her two brothers, Robert 
and Edward. Jeanne was born in 
Southbridge, the daughter of  John B. 
and Bessie (Duclos) Marchessault. 

Jeanne was dedicated to her family, 
particularly to her mother, who she 
never left her side, and her many 
cats she had over the years, the most 
recent being her peevish (not so) little 
Mia.

Jeanne worked at the American 
Optical Company for over 45 years 
before her retirement.  She was a 
member of  Notre Dame Parish, now 
St. John Paul II Parish in Southbridge 
and she also attended St. Mary’s 
Church. 

The family wishes to thank 
all the staff  at the Presentation 
Rehabilitation and Skilled Care 
Center in Brighton for the outstand-
ing care and compassion they gave to 
Jeanne over the past several months 
while she resided there.

A funeral Mass for Jeanne was held 
on Friday, March 12th, in Notre Dame 
Church of  the St. John Paul II Parish.  
Burial was followed at New Notre 
Dame Cemetery in Southbridge.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral 
Home, 130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, 
directed arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Jeanne Marchessault, 89
GLENVILLE, NC: LEON YAUN 

peacefully left this earth to be with 
his Maker March 3rd, 2021. Leon 
was born in Memphis, Tennessee to 
Samuel Leon Yaun and Anna Anita 
(Swift) Yaun, December 11, 1928.

From an early age 
Leon’s artistic talent 
was evident when 
his fourth-grade 
soap carving of  
the Parthenon was 
selected to be exhib-
ited at the Brooks 
Memorial Art 
Gallery in Memphis. 

Growing up, he spent many summers 
in the City of  New Orleans, Louisiana 
and loved its bayou country. These 
experiences would become the sub-
ject of  much of  his early art work. He 
graduated from Subiaco Academy col-
lege preparatory school in Arkansas 
and as a young adult pursued his 
studies at Memphis Academy of  Art, 
where many of  his paintings were on 
display.

Leon moved his young family to 
Connecticut where he pursued a 
career in the furniture industry. He 
was head of  quality control for Jens 
Risom Furniture in their Connecticut 
Plant. A loving father of  four, he spent 
many happy hours playing with his 
children at the beach. Even with the 
responsibilities of  a family, he man-
aged to become an active member of  
the Mystic Art Association of  Mystic, 
Connecticut. He also exhibited at the 
Slater Museum Gallery in Norwich, 
Connecticut.

As his children matured and start-
ed families of  their own, Leon became 
interested in the world of  antiques and 
was able to incorporate his new found 
interest into his love of  art and wood 
working. He exhibited his collections 
of  antique bottles and Americana 
regionally and became well known 
in the area. Leon remained closely 
involved in his children and grand-
children’s lives as their families grew.

With the harsh New England win-
ters, Leon began spending much of  
the winter months in   Florida. In 
1981 Leon was introduced to Hazel 
Giles, a fellow antique exhibitor with 
two young children. In 1982, Leon 
moved to Florida and he and Hazel 
began their lives together. When the 
children started college, Hazel and 
Leon moved to the North Caroline 
Mountains to the little community 

of  Glenville where Leon spent the 
remainder of  his life.

He spent countless hours painting 
and carving and exhibiting his work 
at Folk Fest in Atlanta, Georgia, the 
Nation’s largest folk art festival at 
that time. His work is held in collec-
tions all over the South and North 
East.

He remained close to his New 
England family and visited every 
summer until he was no longer able to 
travel. He was also especially close to 
Hazel’s children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, who he treated 
as his own. They shared many holi-
days and summers in the mountains. 

Leon is survived by Hazel Giles, 
his life partner of  38 years; his sis-
ter Carol Richardson of  Salisbury, 
Maryland, and her husband Wayne 
Hancock, nephews Wade Richardson 
of  Greenville, South Carolina and 
Wesley Richardson of  Del Mar, 
Maryland; his half-brother, Eddie 
Yaun of  Germantown, TN.; his 
son, Todd Yaun and his children 
Derek Yaun and Luke Yaun of  East 
Woodstock, CT and Iris Anna Gohn 
(Yaun) of  Tucson, Arizona; his daugh-
ter, Rory Lynch (Yaun) of  Petersburg, 
NY and her children Clove Lynch 
of  Lafayette, Colorado and Mimosa 
Lynch of  Munich, Germany; daugh-
ter Jennifer Yaun Rainey (Tom) of  
Brooklyn, Ct. and her children Travis 
Harwood of  Plainfield, Ct. and daugh-
ter Venessa Harwood Perry ( Ronald), 
of  Middletown, CT.; daughter, Leslie 
McClellan (Yaun) of  Dayville, CT 
and her children Evan McClellan 
and Nathan McClellan; Stepdaughter, 
Lynn Giles Herrera and her children, 
Megan Herrera Cartwright (Mike) of  
Milton, Delaware, Rebecca Herrera 
Joga (Matthew) of  Beaufort, SC 
and Brittany Herrera of  Montclair, 
NJ.; Stepson, James Giles and wife 
Kristina of  Rockville, Md. and their 
children, Christopher John (CJ) Giles 
and Kaitlin Rose (Katie) Giles of  
Rockville, Md. and 13 great grandchil-
dren.

Everyone who met or knew Leon 
was impressed by his kind, gentle 
humor and immense talent. He was 
indeed a very special gift on loan from 
God.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is hon-
ored to serve Leon’s family.

Online condolences may be made 
at www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com

Leon Yaun

SOUTHBRIDGE- Linda D. Regis, 
79, passed away peacefully at her 
home in Southbridge on March 11, 
2021.  Linda was the daughter of  the 

late Gilbert and 
Bertha (Cudworth) 
Dubreuil.  She was 
predeceased by her 
loving husband of  
38 years Leo Stanley 
Regis. 

Linda was raised 
in Southbridge and 
was a graduate of  

Mary E. Wells High School.  After 
graduation she became a legal sec-
retary at the prominent Worcester 
law firm of  San Clemente, Italiano, 
& Conlin where she worked until her 
retirement.

 She leaves behind 3 first cousins; 
Marvin Cook of  Lakewood Ranch, 
FL; Shirley, Grenon of  Holden; and 
Barbara (Egan) Laprade of  Charlton, 
and step daughters Linda (Regis) 
Neff  of  Webster, and Susan Regis of  
Charlton.  She also leaves behind her 
loving Goddaughter Kathleen (Glodis) 
Poehler of  Martha’s Vineyard; and 

special “cousin” Judy Leary of  
Spenser.

 Linda loved to travel and shop.  She 
took many trips to visit relatives 
including a trip to watch the launch 
of  a manned space flight at Cape 
Canaveral.  She loved dining at Boston 
restaurants and going to theater per-
formances – particularly the Phantom 
of  the Opera and Mama Mia.

Linda’s funeral service was held 
at 11AM, on Wednesday, Marcy 17, in 
the Belanger-Bullard Funeral Home, 
5 Marcy St. Southbridge. Burial fol-
lowed in Oak Ridge Cemetery.

A calling hour was from 10 to 11AM 
prior to the service in the funeral 
home.

Facial covering and social distanc-
ing is expected.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made in memory of  
Linda Regis to: Second Chance 
Animal Shelter 111 Young Road East 
Brookfield, MA 01515

An online guestbook is available 
at www.BelangerFuneralHome.com

Linda D. Regis, 79

Bay Path Practical Nursing student to receive 
scholarship from MARILN

CHARLTON — Tianna 
Welcome, a Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy student, 

has been named as the 2021 
Massachusetts Rhode Island 
League for Nursing (MARILN) 

PN Scholarship. In an email 
by Sheila Blomquist, MARILN 
Administrative Director, 
on behalf  of  the MARILN 
Scholarship Committee, 
Welcome was notified and con-
gratulated. Welcome was also 
invited to attend the MARILN 
virtual Spring Conference on 
March 26. 

A resident of  Oxford, 
Welcome plans to use the $600 
scholarship award to further 
her education. During Term 
I (ending December 2020), 
Welcome qualified for induc-
tion to the National Technical 
Honor Society. Welcome and 
the PN Class of  2021 started in 
August 2020 with face-to-face 
learning including clinicals 
under the strict CDC guide-
lines of  face coverings, phys-
ical distancing, and frequent 
handwashing. 

“What is great about the 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is that there are 
provisions for remote learn-
ing, lectures were seamless-

ly moved to an online format 
when needed,” says Welcome.

She is expected to complete 
the practical nursing certifi-
cation program in June 2021.

A doting mother to 8-year-
old daughter, Natalia, 
Welcome earned her Medical 
Assisting Certificate at Salter 
College, Dean’s List in 2014. 

Her future career goals 
include becoming a Registered 
Nurse. 

“I can see myself  as a team 
leader, taking all the skills I 
have learned and paying it 
forward. I want to continue 
building trusting relation-
ships with residents, families, 
and my team,” she stated. 

Further,  Welcome  plans to 
learn new ways to advocate 
for people and be their voice. 

“I want to be a nurse who 
can also do sign language. 
American Sign Language 
is something I have always 
found fascinating and is 
another skill I want to learn 
and translate,” she adds. 

She also is open to the possi-
bility of  working in academia. 

She concludes, “In about 20 
to 30 years from now, I can see 
myself  as a nurse educator 
sharing my experiences with 
a class like I am in now.”

The MARILN Scholarship 
Committee based its decision 
on the candidate’s potential to 
contribute to the profession of  
nursing, the candidate’s abil-
ity to maintain satisfactory 
academic standing (at least an 
83 average or 3.0 GPA), and 
the quality of  the references 
and personal goal statement. 
The candidate is expected to 
address his or her goals in 
a one-two page, typed, state-
ment, outlining how his or her 
personal nursing career goals 
concur with the National 
League for Nursing’s four 
core values (caring, integrity, 
diversity, and excellence) and 
how this award will benefit 
goal achievement. For more 
information, visit www.nln.
org.

Tianna Welcome

DUDLEY — A new scholarship 
at Nichols College to benefit trans-
fer students from Quinsigamond 
Community College has been created 
through contributions from two long-
term Worcester business and commu-
nity leaders. 

R. Joseph Salois, owner and pres-
ident of  Atlas Distributing Inc., and 
Robert Vaudreuil, retired president 
and CEO of  The Protector Group, have 
committed to sponsor the Nichols 
Connect Scholarship, which will assist 
QCC graduates who pursue a Nichols 
degree. 

“As the scholarship’s name implies, 
this effort will connect our institutions 
in a meaningful way and enhance our 
longstanding partnership with QCC 

through the Affordable Business and 
Leadership Education initiative,” said 
Bill Boffi, Nichols College vice presi-
dent for enrollment. “We are grateful 
to Joe Salois and Bob Vaudreuil for 
strengthening our bridge to Worcester 
and extending Nichols’ exceptional 
educational opportunities to its stu-
dents.” 

Students enrolled in a minimum 
of  six credits at Nichols are eligible 
for the Nichols Connect Scholarship. 
Award amounts will vary based on sta-
tus as a resident student, undergradu-
ate evening or commuter student, or 
student in the Affordable Business and 
Leadership Education initiative. 

“From my experience as a non-tradi-
tional student, I understand the moti-

vation of  students who want to take 
their education to the next level and 
the importance of  a scholarship that 
offers them the means to reach it,” 
said Salois, a 1998 graduate and past 
trustee of  Nichols College. 

Vaudreuil, a 1977 graduate of  
Nichols College and former chair of  
its Board of  Trustees, added, “I see 
this scholarship as a win for QCC, for 
Nichols, and for the Worcester busi-
ness community which will continue 
to be strengthened by the opportuni-
ties and educational resources provid-
ed by this partnership.” 

For more information on the Nichols 
Connect Scholarship, please call the 
Nichols College Enrollment Office at 
508-213-2038. 

About Nichols College 
Nichols College is a college of  choice 

for business and leadership education 
as a result of  its distinctive career-fo-
cused and leadership-based approach-
es to learning, both in and out of  
the classroom, and through impactful 
research and professional education. 
Students thrive in a learning and liv-
ing environment that is supported by 
an experiential business curriculum 
and a strong liberal arts foundation 
aimed at transforming them into 
tomorrow’s leaders. Nichols offers 
master’s degrees in business, leader-
ship, accounting, and counterterror-
ism, as well as a range of  certificate 
programs, to promote career advance-
ment for today’s professionals. 

Worcester business leaders fund new scholarship at 
Nichols College


