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“Assist” local pets by joining Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow’s “Meowch Madness”
BRIMFIELD — Brimfield shelter,
Here Today Adopted Tomorrow, is participating in March Madness this year.
But don’t worry: you won’t see cats on
the court! Instead, HTAT is offering
pre-game meals “to-go,” so that you can
enjoy the March 21st game at home and
help local pets at the same time. We’ll
feed you on game night, and your meal
purchase will help us feed pets in need.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Here
Today Adopted Tomorrow’s “Meowch
Madness” will take the place of its usual
Spay-ghetti Supper. The fundraiser will
benefit HTAT’s programs that help
keep pets and people together, such as
their new Pet Food Pantry, their lowcost spay/neuter program, and their
free behavioral help program.
Executive Director, Rachael Max,
said, “The past year has shown us that
pets and families need each other more
than ever. Even though we can’t gather
together to watch the game, we’re excited to offer our community a new way to
come together in spirit and help local
pets at the same time!
“You can watch March Madness right
from home while enjoying some delicious pre-game treats. The food is prepared by long-time Spay-ghetti Supper
professional chef, Chef Casey, who is
also one of our best volunteers. Chef
Casey will serve chili, as well as his
world-famous Mac and Cheese, a Spayghetti Supper favorite!”
From now until March 17, participants
can pre-order their Meowch Madness
meal, or donate a meal to a neighbor, by

visiting heretodaysanctuary.org or calling (413) 324-8224. Participants can pick
up their meals without contact at the
Brimfield Congregational Church on
March 21st, from 4 to 6 pm. In order to
keep Meowch Madness safe and COVIDfriendly for everyone, meals are available by pre-order only. And stay-tuned

for more cat-themed March Madness
fun!
If you need assistance in feeding or
caring for your pet, Here Today Adopted
Tomorrow can help. Local cat owners
can spay or neuter their cats for $50 or
less, and strays and ferals can be fixed
for free! In addition, those struggling to

feed their pets can apply to the Pet Food
Pantry. Please visit heretodaysanctuary.org or call (413) 324-8224 to learn
more about these and more community
assistance programs.
About Here Today Adopted Tomorrow
Animal Sanctuary
Here Today Adopted Tomorrow,
HTAT, was founded by mother-daughter team Barbara Horn and Rachael
Max. HTAT is a volunteer driven group
focused on reducing the number of
homeless animals in our community
through prevention and adoption services. In 2012 we opened our no kill,
cageless cat adoption center for adult
cats and kittens in Brimfield MA. Our
ultimate goal is to decrease the number
of animals entering the shelter system.
It is deeply important to us that every
resident’s stay at HTAT is comfortable
and healthy, making for well-adjusted,
happy animals. We have programs to
help special needs cats flourish and
get adopted, including shy, fearful and
senior cats. Shortly after opening, we
realized there were more homeless
cats than we could handle by adoption
alone, so we started programs to spay
and neuter local community cats. To
date, HTAT has helped more than 2,500
cats. For more information, visit heretodaysanctuary.org.
Visit Here Today Adopted Tomorrow
on Facebook at facebook.com/heretodaysanctuary, and follow us on
Instagram at @heretodayadoptedtomorrow.

Local town employees
to take part in
cybersecurity training
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON – Town
employees of both Dudley and
Charlton were among the 44,000
employees of 107 government
organizations in the commonwealth who will receive training
in cybersecurity awareness and
detection of cyber threats thanks
to a grant program announced
by Gov. Charlie Baker in late
February.
The Cybersecurity Awareness
Grant Program is in its second
round and seeks to provide education and resources to agencies and organizations to help
identify security breaches and
cyber attacks which the National
Governors Association has
deemed the most effective factor
in preventing security breaches and data loss. The training
provided through the grant will
educate both municipal and
school employees in how to identify and responds to potential

cyber security threats with the
Executive Office of Technology
Services and Security managing
the program through $250,000
in funding from the capital IT
authorizations from the governor’s General Government Bond
Bill passed in 2020.
“Cyber threats continue to
evolve, making cyber awareness training an essential tool
for municipalities and public
schools in the Commonwealth
to equip their employees with
the knowledge on how to avoid
the potentially costly missteps
of falling prey to cyber attacks,”
said Baker in a press release.
“We will continue to seek out
opportunities to improve the
cybersecurity posture of the
Commonwealth and its communities.”
The training provided will
be in an online format in keeping with social distancing and
will include simulations that
examine luring techniques by
cyber criminals to gain access
to IT systems through phishing

attacks, SMS attacks, USB drop
attacks and link-based, attachment-based and data-entry based
attacks.
Through the grant, 213 employees of the town of Charlton and
30 town employees in Dudley
will take part in the training.
In recent years both towns have
made cybersecurity a priority
thanks to an attack on Charlton’s
computer network in the summer of 2019. Dudley responded
by attempting to revamp its own
cybersecurity to avoid a situation similar to its neighboring
town. Both towns have received
grant funds to invest in their
networks in the months that followed, and the added training
will only continue to build on
the progress these communities
have made to avoid a cybersecurity risk in an age of ever-increasing dependence on technology. Nichols College located
in Dudley has also started a
new master’s program with an
emphasis on cybersecurity.

QCC receives millions to help
drive student success
QCC receives millions to help
drive student success
W O R C E S T E R
— Quinsigamond Community
College has received $2.4 million
in federal emergency funds from
the Higher Education Emergency
Relief Fund II, authorized by the
Coronavirus Response and Relief
Supplemental Appropriations
Act (CRRSAA), to support students. The College has also allocated an additional $1 million in
institutional funds to assist students during the Coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic.
“This unprecedented time in
our history requires us to dig
deep and support our students in
every possible way. This funding
will go a long way in helping
students realize their dreams of
a better life,” said President Luis
G. Pedraja, Ph.D. “QCC is the
first choice for many students in

our region, from traditional high
school students, non-traditional
students, and students interested
in beginning their education to
transfer to a four-year college or
university.”
QCC has continued to increase
its support services since
the onset of the Coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic, recognizing
the financial challenges many
students are currently facing.
“Students have lost jobs, or had
their hours decreased, and are
now facing emergency expenses.
Yet they continue to persevere
in their quest for a better life
through higher education. Our
goal is to make sure that every
student who has a dream for a
quality education can obtain
one,” Dr. Pedraja said.
The College instituted a
Student Emergency Fund for
students in significant hardship

at the onset of the pandemic.
These funds are also available to
students exempt from receiving
certain federal aid due to citizenship, residency or enrollment
status. Thanks to the Student
Emergency Fund, 571 students
have received emergency aid to
date.
“It is imperative we do everything we can to help our students mitigate the cost of higher
education. In today’s economy,
people are realizing that minimizing debt through affordable
college options is a smarter decision that will have positive and
far-reaching implications,” Dr.
Pedraja said.
For more information about
QCC, contact Josh Martin,
Director
of
Institutional
Communications at 508-854-7513
or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.
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