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& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562
www.cormierspencer.com

508-885-3385

We do repairs and custom designs

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

Don’t forget your loved one this 
St. Patrick’s Day

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com
Hours: Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8 • Thurs, Fri, Sat 8-9

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Friday & Saturday Night A�er 5:00

Lobster Roll
Full Menu - Take out still available 
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING! 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at Charlies 
from 3/11-3/18 with 

Corned Beef & Cabbage for Lunch & Dinner!

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562
www.cormierspencer.com

508-885-3385

We do repairs and custom designs

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

Don’t forget your loved one this 
St. Patrick’s Day

WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St.
Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com
Lunch: Tues - Sat 10-3

Dinner: Fri & Sat Reservations Only
Hours: Tues 10-3 | Wed & Thurs 10-6 | Fri & Sat 10-8:30

BY
OB

We invite you to join us 3/12 & 3/13 for a 
proper Irish ¨ Meal. Additional Irish specials 

will be held on 3/17 St. Patrick’s Day. ¨  
Reservations Only. BYOB!

Specialty Items Always Available

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
May the luck ¨ of the Irish 

be with you!

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

All Lunch & Dinner Entrees 
are available to dine-in or take-out! 

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $11.95

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/30/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Family Dining & Gift Guide
For Lent, St. Patrick’s Day and Everyday! 

Easter is April 4th!
Visit these fine establishments for great food, beverages, take-out and gift certificates!

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

State moves toward Phase 4 of reopening plan
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION – With COVID-19 numbers 
going down and vaccinations on the 
rise, the state is progressing with its 
reopening plan.

On March 1, the state advanced 
to the second step in Phase 3 of the 
reopening plan. Over the last month, 
Massachusetts has seen reductions in 
average daily COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations. 

“With public health metrics con-
tinuing to trend in a positive direc-
tion – and vaccination rates continu-
ing to increase – the administration is 
taking steps to continue to reopen the 
Commonwealth’s economy,” said Gov. 
Charlie Baker.

The progression to the second step of 
Phase 3 marks the first time the state 
has reached that level since the fall of 
2020. In response to an increase in new 
COVID-19 infections and hospitaliza-

tions following the Thanksgiving holi-
day, the Commonwealth reverted back 
to a previous level.

But now, with more residents getting 
vaccinated each day, officials are con-
fident that the reopening plan will be 
successful this time.

As part of the latest guidance, all 
indoor performance venues can now 
reopen at 50 percent capacity, with no 
more than 500 guests. These include con-
cert halls, theaters, and performance 
spaces. Indoor recreational activities 
(laser tag, roller skating, trampolines, 
obstacle courses) will also be allowed to 
reopen at 50 percent capacity.

Additionally, restaurants will no lon-
ger have a capacity limit and will be 
permitted to host musical performanc-
es. The six-foot social distancing rule, 
as well as the cap of six people per table, 
will remain in place. 

“Residents must continue to wear 
masks to prevent the spread of COVID-
19, and are encouraged to avoid contact 

outside of their immediate households,” 
Baker said. “The travel advisory and 
other public health orders remain in 
effect.”

If statistics continue to trend positive-
ly, the state plans to transition to Phase 
4 of reopening on March 22.

“This will open a range of previous-
ly closed business sectors under tight 
capacity restrictions that are expected 
to be adjusted over time if favorable 
trends in the public health data contin-
ue,” Baker said. 

The following Phase 4 industries will 
be permitted to operate at a 12 percent 
capacity limit after submitting a plan to 
the Department of Public Health:

Indoor and outdoor stadiums
Arenas
Ballparks
Also effective on March 22, gathering 

limits for event venues and public set-
tings will increase to 100 people indoors 
and 150 people outdoors. Gatherings at 
private residences and in private back-

yards will remain at a maximum of 25 
people, with indoor house gatherings 
remaining at 10 people.

Additionally, dance floors will be per-
mitted at weddings, and overnight sum-
mer camps will be allowed to operate 
this summer. Exhibition and conven-
tion halls may also begin to operate, 
following gatherings limits and event 
protocols. 

The Baker Administration also 
announced more than $49 million in 
grant awards to 1,108 additional small 
businesses. The funding comes as 
part of the eighth round of COVID-
19 relief grants administered by the 
Massachusetts Growth Capital 
Corporation (MGCC). 

To date, the Baker Administration 
has awarded more than $563 million in 
financial support to 12,320 businesses 
impacted by the pandemic. More than 
half of grantees are restaurants, bars, 
caterers, operators of personal services, 
and independent retailers.

QCC’s Dental Assisting Program highlighted 
during Dental Assistant Recognition Week

WORCESTER — During the 
week of March 7, the American 
Dental Assistants Association 
(ADAA) will recognize the 
invaluable contributions these 
healthcare workers make to 
quality dental care through 
Dental Assistant Recognition 
Week,™ held each year on the 
first full week on March.

Quinsigamond Community 
College’s Dental Assisting 
Certificate program has 
become an important part of 
the education landscape in 
Massachusetts and dental 
assistants who graduate from 
the College are making import-
ant contributions to the region.

“We are continually get-
ting calls from dentists in the 

area looking for quality assis-
tants,” said Professor of Dental 
Assisting/Hygiene, Jennifer 
McKeon. “This demonstrates 
the value that is placed on grad-
uates from QCC’s program.”

As the only program accred-
ited by the Commission 
on Dental Accreditation in 
Worcester, students who come 
from QCC’s program often have 
job offers before they graduate, 
according to Ms. McKeon.

“Our students can take their 
Certified Dental Assistant 
(CDA) exam in the last few 
weeks of the program so they 
are credentialed with Dental 
Assisting National Board and 
are a certified dental assis-
tant when they graduate,” she 

added.
The one-year Dental 

Assisting Certificate program 
prepares graduates to perform 
a wide range of patient care 
duties in the dental office that 
includes hands-on education 
in digital radiography, as well 
as taking part in the College’s 
state-of-the-art dental materi-
als lab. Lab equipment such as 
CAD/CAM technology; digital 
cameras, a milling machine 
that can make crowns; a high-
tech scanner; staining unit and 
oven, and other cutting-edge 
dental equipment help stu-
dents become proficient on 
equipment they might one day 
work within a dental office.

Students also have the oppor-

tunity to experience different 
avenues of dentistry while in 
the program, by being placed 
in different offices, such as an 
oral surgeon’s office and an 
orthodontist’s office.

Additionally, students who 
complete the program will be 
prepared to continue their 
studies at the Associate’s 
degree level in such disciplines 
as allied dental services or den-
tal hygiene.

“We have a bridge program 
that allows two students every 
year from the dental assisting 
program to bridge into the 
dental hygiene program and 
bypass the waitlist.  Student 
must have all the admission 
requirements for the dental 

hygiene program to qualify 
to bypass the waitlist,” Ms. 
McKeon said.

According to the state’s 
Executive Office of Labor and 
Workforce Development, the 
number of Massachusetts den-
tal assistant jobs is projected 
to grow by 12.5 percent over a 
10-year period ending in 2022.

To learn more, visit www.
QCC.edu. For more infor-
mation about QCC, contact 
Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications 
at 508-854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.

Windstorm leaves thousands in the dark
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION – March roared in like a 
lion last week, pummeling the region 
with damaging winds.

At the height of the March 1 & 2 
windstorm, thousands of customers 
throughout the area were without 
power. Spencer was especially hard 
hit, with widespread outages causing 
schools to be closed and the emergency 
shelter at Knox Trail Middle School to 
open on March 2.

Wind gusts topped 60 miles per hour 
along the Route 9 corridor, combined 
with temperatures that didn’t exceed 
the twenties. For many residents, 
early March felt more like January. 

“There were several outages all over 
town, but especially in the southern 
part of town,” said Spencer Fire Chief 
Robert Parsons.

Leicester emergency management 

officials nearly activated their shelter 
as well, but crews were able to clear 
most roads in a timely fashion. 

“The Highway Department was 
quick to react to several trees block-
ing streets, as well as National Grid to 
shut off power where we had trees on 
live wires,” said Leicester Police Chief 
Ken Antanavica. “Once the Highway 
Department cleared the trees, they 
restored the power in short order. 
All in all, the town fared pretty well, 
except for some tree-related property 
damage to private homes in the area.”  

By the end of the day on March 2, 
most Spencer and Leicester customers 
had the lights back on. Other area 
towns also saw significant wind dam-
age, including downed power lines, 
damaged vehicles, and minor structur-
al damage to homes.

In Brimfield, Dunhamtown Palmer 
Road was closed for several hours 
due to wires strewn across the road. 
Sturbridge residents contended with 
the extended closure of Holland Road, 
and major tree damage was also report-
ed on Woodlawn Drive.
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Power lines were down throughout the area 
during the March 1-2 windstorm, causing 
thousands of outages.




