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Windstorm leaves thousands in the dark
BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – March roared in like a lion last week,
pummeling the region with damaging winds.
At the height of the March 1 & 2 windstorm, thousands of customers throughout the area were without
power. Spencer was especially hard hit, with widespread outages causing schools to be closed and the
emergency shelter at Knox Trail Middle School to
open on March 2.
Wind gusts topped 60 miles per hour along the Route
9 corridor, combined with temperatures that didn’t
exceed the twenties. For many residents, early March
felt more like January.
“There were several outages all over town, but especially in the southern part of town,” said Spencer Fire
Chief Robert Parsons.
Leicester emergency management officials nearly

activated their shelter as well, but crews were able to
clear most roads in a timely fashion.
“The Highway Department was quick to react to
several trees blocking streets, as well as National
Grid to shut off power where we had trees on live
wires,” said Leicester Police Chief Ken Antanavica.
“Once the Highway Department cleared the trees,
they restored the power in short order. All in all, the
town fared pretty well, except for some tree-related
property damage to private homes in the area.”  
By the end of the day on March 2, most Spencer and
Leicester customers had the lights back on. Other
area towns also saw significant wind damage, including downed power lines, damaged vehicles, and minor
structural damage to homes.
In Brimfield, Dunhamtown Palmer Road was closed
for several hours due to wires strewn across the road.
Sturbridge residents contended with the extended closure of Holland Road, and major tree damage was also
reported on Woodlawn
Drive.
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Power lines were down throughout the area during the March
1-2 windstorm, causing thousands of outages.

QCC’s Dental Assisting
Program highlighted
during Dental Assistant
Recognition Week
W O R C E S T E R
— During the week of
March 7, the American
Dental
Assistants
Association (ADAA) will
recognize the invaluable contributions these
healthcare workers make
to quality dental care
through Dental Assistant
Recognition Week,™ held
each year on the first full
week on March.
Quinsigamond
Community
College’s
Dental
Assisting
Certificate program has
become an important
part of the education landscape in Massachusetts
and dental assistants who
graduate from the College
are making important
contributions to the
region.
“We are continually
getting calls from dentists in the area looking
for quality assistants,”
said Professor of Dental
Assisting/Hygiene,
Jennifer McKeon. “This
demonstrates the value
that is placed on graduates from QCC’s program.”
As the only program
accredited
by
the Commission on
Dental
Accreditation
in Worcester, students
who come from QCC’s
program often have job

offers before they graduate, according to Ms.
McKeon.

as an oral surgeon’s office
and an orthodontist’s
office.

“Our students can take
their Certified Dental
Assistant (CDA) exam
in the last few weeks of
the program so they are
credentialed with Dental
Assisting National Board
and are a certified dental
assistant when they graduate,” she added.

Additionally, students
who complete the program will be prepared
to continue their studies
at the Associate’s degree
level in such disciplines
as allied dental services
or dental hygiene.

The one-year Dental
Assisting Certificate program prepares graduates
to perform a wide range
of patient care duties
in the dental office that
includes hands-on education in digital radiography, as well as taking
part in the College’s
state-of-the-art
dental
materials lab. Lab equipment such as CAD/CAM
technology; digital cameras, a milling machine
that can make crowns; a
high-tech scanner; staining unit and oven, and
other cutting-edge dental equipment help students become proficient
on equipment they might
one day work within a
dental office.
Students also have the
opportunity to experience different avenues
of dentistry while in the
program, by being placed
in different offices, such

“We have a bridge
program that allows two
students every year from
the dental assisting program to bridge into the
dental hygiene program
and bypass the waitlist.
Student must have all the
admission requirements
for the dental hygiene
program to qualify to
bypass the waitlist,” Ms.
McKeon said.
According
to
the
state’s Executive Office
of Labor and Workforce
Development, the number of Massachusetts dental assistant jobs is projected to grow by 12.5 percent over a 10-year period
ending in 2022.
To
learn
more,
visit www.QCC.edu. For
more information about
QCC, contact Josh Martin,
Director of Institutional
Communications at 508854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.

QCC receives millions to
help drive student success
W O R C E S T E R
—
Quinsigamond
Community
College
has received $2.4 million in federal emergency funds from the
Higher
Education
Emergency Relief Fund
II, authorized by the
Coronavirus Response
and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations
Act
(CRRSAA), to support
students. The College
has also allocated an
additional $1 million in
institutional funds to
assist students during
the Coronavirus/COVID19 pandemic.
“This
unprecedented time in our history
requires us to dig deep
and support our students in every possible
way. This funding will
go a long way in helping students realize their
dreams of a better life,”
said President Luis G.
Pedraja, Ph.D. “QCC is
the first choice for many

students in our region,
from traditional high
school students, non-traditional students, and students interested in beginning their education to
transfer to a four-year
college or university.”
QCC has continued to
increase its support services since the onset of
the Coronavirus/COVID19 pandemic, recognizing
the financial challenges
many students are currently facing.
“Students have lost
jobs, or had their hours
decreased, and are now
facing emergency expenses. Yet they continue to
persevere in their quest
for a better life through
higher education. Our
goal is to make sure that
every student who has a
dream for a quality education can obtain one,”
Dr. Pedraja said.
The College instituted a
Student Emergency Fund
for students in significant

hardship at the onset of
the pandemic. These
funds are also available
to students exempt from
receiving certain federal aid due to citizenship,
residency or enrollment status. Thanks to
the Student Emergency
Fund, 571 students have
received emergency aid
to date.
“It is imperative we do
everything we can to help
our students mitigate
the cost of higher education. In today’s economy,
people are realizing that
minimizing debt through
affordable college options
is a smarter decision that
will have positive and
far-reaching
implications,” Dr. Pedraja said.
For more information about QCC, contact
Josh
Martin,
Director of Institutional
Communications at 508854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.
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