
Coleman Picard of Auburn named to 
University of Hartford’s 
President’s Honors List 

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. — The University of 
Hartford is pleased to announce Coleman Picard of 
Auburn has been named to its President’s Honors 
List for Fall 2020.

The President’s Honors List is made up of an 
extremely select group of students who earned a 
grade point average of 3.75 or higher in the semes-
ter. This is the GPA that must be sustained over a 
full undergraduate career to qualify for a degree 
summa cum laude. 

Spread across seven dynamic schools and col-
leges, the University of Hartford has been guid-
ing the purpose and passion of students for over 
six decades. On our 350-acre campus alongside 
Connecticut’s capital city, approximately 5,000 
undergraduate and 1,500 graduate students from 48 
states and countries come together for a common 
purpose: to collaborate across different disciplines, 
diversify perspectives, and broaden worldviews. 
We’re a four-year private university focused on 
advancing the public good through meaningful 
connections within our communities. Our unique 
approach to comprehensive education gives us the 
critical perspectives that lead to impactful change, 
regionally and beyond. With degree programs span-

ning the arts, humanities, business, engi-
neering and technology, education, and 
health professions, we focus on doing the 
work that matters. Visit www.hartford.
edu for more information.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – With COVID-19 numbers 
going down and vaccinations on the 
rise, the state is progressing with its 
reopening plan.

On March 1, the state advanced 
to the second 
step in Phase 
3 of the reopen-
ing plan. Over 
the last month, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
has seen reduc-
tions in average 
daily COVID-19 
cases and hospi-
talizations. 

“With public 
health metrics 
continuing to 
trend in a posi-
tive direction – 
and vaccination 
rates continu-
ing to increase 
– the adminis-
tration is taking
steps to contin-
ue to reopen the
Commonwealth’s
economy,” said 
Gov. Charlie 
Baker.

The progression 
to the second step 
of Phase 3 marks 
the first time the 
state has reached 

that level since the fall of 2020. In 
response to an increase in new COVID-
19 infections and hospitalizations fol-
lowing the Thanksgiving holiday, the 
Commonwealth reverted back to a pre-
vious level.

But now, with more residents getting 
vaccinated each day, officials are con-
fident that the reopening plan will be 
successful this time. 

As part of the latest guidance, all 
indoor performance venues can now 
reopen at 50 percent capacity, with no 
more than 500 guests. These include con-
cert halls, theaters, and performance 
spaces. Indoor recreational activities 
(laser tag, roller skating, trampolines, 
obstacle courses) will also be allowed to 
reopen at 50 percent capacity.

Additionally, restaurants will no lon-
ger have a capacity limit and will be 
permitted to host musical performanc-
es. The six-foot social distancing rule, 
as well as the cap of six people per table, 
will remain in place. 

“Residents must continue to wear 
masks to prevent the spread of COVID-
19, and are encouraged to avoid contact 
outside of their immediate households,” 
Baker said. “The travel advisory and 
other public health orders remain in 
effect.”

If statistics continue to trend positive-
ly, the state plans to transition to Phase 
4 of reopening on March 22.

“This will open a range of previous-
ly closed business sectors under tight 
capacity restrictions that are expected 
to be adjusted over time if favorable 

trends in the public health data contin-
ue,” Baker said. 

The following Phase 4 industries will 
be permitted to operate at a 12 percent 
capacity limit after submitting a plan to 
the Department of Public Health:

Indoor and outdoor stadiums
Arenas
Ballparks

Also effective on March 22, gathering 
limits for event venues and public set-
tings will increase to 100 people indoors 
and 150 people outdoors. Gatherings at 
private residences and in private back-
yards will remain at a maximum of 25 
people, with indoor house gatherings 
remaining at 10 people.

Additionally, dance floors will be per-
mitted at weddings, and overnight sum-
mer camps will be allowed to operate 
this summer. Exhibition and conven-
tion halls may also begin to operate, 
following gatherings limits and event 
protocols. 

The Baker Administration also 
announced more than $49 million in 
grant awards to 1,108 additional small 
businesses. The funding comes as 
part of the eighth round of COVID-
19 relief grants administered by the 
Massachusetts Growth Capital 
Corporation (MGCC). 

To date, the Baker Administration 
has awarded more than $563 million in 
financial support to 12,320 businesses 
impacted by the pandemic. More than 
half of grantees are restaurants, bars, 
caterers, operators of personal services, 
and independent retailers.
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AlmAnAc

AUBURN 
$5,350,000, 24 Millbury St, PW RT, 

and Pond, Eldon D, to 24 Milbury 
Realty LLC.

$375,000, 158 Boyce St, Brooks, 
Ronald E, and Brooks, Sharon A, to 
Katsiaounis, Taxiarchis.

$250,000, 13 Southbridge St, FNMA, 
to Baumgarten, Cassi.

$50,000, 3 Vinal St, Auburn Town 
Of, to Julia Bancroft LLC.

Real estate
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“A progressive approach 
to family child care”

Family Child
              Care Center

A Step Ahead

Your child deserves quality child care

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA  • (508) 767-1214

A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care  
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to 

enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced 
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers 

to help your child learn & grow 

Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood 
* Meals Provided *

Find out why our 
clients recommend 
us to their friends 
Visit us at our friendly office.

As your tax advisor, 
we use tax planning 
strategies to help 
minimize the 
impact of taxes now 
and in the future.

Audits

Tax Prep

Accounting

Good Counsel  
Tax Services, Inc
100 Main  Street, Suite 104
Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-278-7600

Call today to schedule 
your appointment.

Our rates are

reasonable. 

Call with 

questions

or for a price

estimate.

Drop off and mailing services are available.

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Shrewsbury’s Own…

www.alsoil.com

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – On Feb. 23, the 
Charlton Board of Health continued 
its discussion concerning proper com-
munication with potential buyers of 
properties on Barry Corner Road and 
other areas of town with compromised 
water quality that is not tied into town 
water lines.

At a prior meeting in January the 
Board of Health discussed how proper-
ties on Barry Corner Road and other 
roadway could have water contamina-
tion from 1,4 dioxane. The Board of 
Health initially considered adding deed 
restrictions to the homes but decided 
instead to consider putting a notation 
on the Assessor’s cards for the proper-
ties. A few weeks later, at a Feb. 9 meet-
ing, the board cast a unanimous vote 
the include a notice on Assessor’s cards 
for these locations informing buyers 
that Charlton has had contamination 
in different areas of town and to call the 
Board of Health to determine any poten-
tial contaminates on the property in 
question. However, it was also acknowl-
edged at that meeting that many people 
don’t look at the Assessor’s cards and 
that the topic would continue to be dis-
cussed at future meeting.

The discussion continued on Feb. 23, 
where discussions turned to how the 
Board of Health would know when a 
property will be transferred and how 
they would try and communicate with 
them further. Board Chair Kathleen 
Walker explained there are options like 
a new interdepartmental communica-
tion program and using notices in the 
local newspapers to keep track of prop-

erty transfers and then possibly send-
ing a letter as further communication.

Member Jonathan Sanborn said he 
feels the whole situation is a work in 
progress, but these ideas are better than 
what they’ve had before. 

“I hate like heck to put a burden on 
town departments, whether it’s ours or 
others. I also dislike having a buyer or 
seller having to incur any additional 
cost for this, but if we can at least get 
the message out there in some format so 
that the realtors and perspective buyers 
are aware that there is a potential prob-
lem I think that’s at least a step in the 
right direction,” Sanborn said.

The third board member Matthew 
Gagner agreed with Sanborn adding 
that the board will have a hard time 
finding someone to make sure that the 
town is keeping track of the property 
transfers. 

“A lot of times, when people buy a 
house, if we’re chasing them after the 
fact, they might not have any money 

left, or they might have spent every-
thing they could so I think at that point 
the maximum our board is going to be 
able to do is bring awareness to those 
residents,” Gagner said. “Before the 
fact, when it’s new construction, we 
have that well permit and we don’t have 
to sign off on that until we have the data 
that were looking for so we have more 
teeth for the new construction, but the 
after the fact sales we can try to get that 
letter out but I don’t think we’re going 
to have any teeth to be able to enforce 
it.”

Walker added her own comments say-
ing that any communication doesn’t 
have to be a demand and that the goal 
is simply to better inform the property 
buyer of what they’re taking on with 
their purchase. 

“The wording doesn’t say that they 
have to have their well tested. It has no 
enforcement. It simply says that there 
may or may not have been contamina-
tion in areas where municipal water 

was supplied and to call the Board of 
Health to find out if there was potential 
contamination in this area. We’re just 
telling them that there’s a possibility 
there’s contamination there and they 
should follow up and contact the Board 
of Health,” said Walker.

Even if property buyers decide to 
ignore the notice bard members agreed 
that communicating with the buyers 
could inspire them to do their due dili-
gence and perform tests to ensure their 
own safety while the town is doing its 
job to keep them informed properly. 
Another possibility brought up later in 
the meeting was to add something to the 
public access channel to remind every-
one, not just newcomers to Charlton, 
to be diligent in checking their water 
periodically.

The Board of Health plans to continue 
to discuss this matter at future meet-
ings making it a standing line items on 
their meeting warrants. 

Marina Daniels

CHARLTON — Marina Daniels, 
RN graduated last December with 
her Associate of Science in Nursing 
(ASN) from Quinsigamond Community 
College. She has worked the last few 
years as an LPN in LTC, and recently 
accepted a position at Kent Hospital for 
step down ICU as an RN. Daniels, origi-
nally from Webster, started her nursing 
career after graduating from Bay Path 
RVTHS Practical Nursing Academy in 
2014. She recently hurdled the NCLEX-
RN and passed the first try!

“When I took the NCLEX-RN in the 
morning of March 3rd, I was expecting 
to wait 48 hours for the results,” Daniels 
said. “Can you believe I received a 
phone call in the afternoon, a woman 
from the Department of Health called 
to congratulate me!” According to the 

woman, “there’s no reason for making 
you wait and be anxious over the next 
two days.” 

Daniels happily shared the wonderful 
news with her family and then to Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy. 

She is looking forward to sharing her 
journey with current practical nursing 
students, stating, “I am ready to give a 
motivational speech!” 

Daniels loves throwing positivity and 
contributing to the future nurses. It is 
this spirit of nurturing, mentorship, 
and volunteerism that earned her the 
Community Service Award for Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy in 
2017. Daniels is joyful to have reached 
her goal and plans to continue working 
to advance her education.

Board of Health seeks to keep homebuyers 
informed of water issues 

Bay Path graduate hired by Kent Hospital

State moves toward Phase 4 of reopening plan


