
them all over 
town is difficult 
with limited 
resources. Down 
the road I’d like 
to get a second 
traffic officer. 
That’s some-
thing I’m going 
to be asking for. 
I stress to my 
officers all the 
time that’s one 
of our biggest 
c o m p l a i n t s , ” 
said Dowd.

A n o t h e r 
question came 
from Board 
of Selectmen 
S t u d e n t 
Representative 
Henry Weiland 
who spoke to 
the 2020 protests 
against police 

violence against 
minorities and 
how towns like 
Webster help 
peaceful pro-
tests. He asked 
Dowd how he 
would handle 
such a situation 
as chief.

“Several of 
us went over 
the Webster, 
several went to 
Southbridge and 
Sturbridge. Most 
of the protests 
around here 
were peaceful 
so I don’t think 
there was ever 
any need for 
officers to get 
involved other 
than to just 
make sure vehi-

cles can travel 
while the protest 
was going on,” 
Dowd respond-
ed. “We’ve been 
very fortunate 
in this part of 
the country – 
(Rioting) trig-
gers a different 
type of reaction, 
but most police 
officers know 
that people have 
rights and they 
certainly have a 
right to protest 
peacefully. A lot 
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PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 2/15/21 was $2.24 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver
Discretion

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR 
INSURANCE AGENCY

New Low Auto Rates 
From National Carrier!

Ask us about it!

Call or email today

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We o�er policies for
AUTO

RENTERS • HOME
BUSINESS

LIFE
DISABILITY

MOTORCYCLE 
BOAT

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Are you invested 
properly? Get a 
second opinion.

MKT-5894K-A

570 MAIN STREET �  RT. 20 �  FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 �  FAX: 508-347-6985

SPECIALS GOOD 2/22-2/28

WESTERN

GALA

APPLES
99¢ lb.

IMPORTED

RED SEEDLESS

GRAPES
$1.99 lb.

ICEBERG

LETTUCE
99¢ head

SOUTHERN

YAMS
49¢ lb.

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 7:00 • Sat. & Sun. 8:30 -6:00
We reserve the right to limit quantities

BOAR� S HEAD
OVENGOLD

TURKEY
$7.99 lb.

BONELESS

PORK
CHOPS

$1.99 lb.

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

NEW line of Balloons! 
Milk • Bread 
 Beverages 

 $1 Hot Coffee
Toys • Party Goods 
 $1 Greeting Cards 

 Food & So Much More!

160 Main Street (corner of Main & Maple) 
Spencer, MA 01562 • 774-745-8115

DP Dollar StorePL
U

S

NEW line of Balloons! 

Toys • Party Goods 
 $1 Greeting Cards NEW LOCATION:

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

Think 
Spring

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

Dowd named new Chief of Police

QCC’s Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
boasts best year in its history

Turn To DOWD,
page A13

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER 

CORRESPONDENT

C H A R L T O N 
– Charlton offi-
cially has a new 
police chief. 
The Board of 
Selectmen have 
chosen Dan 
Dowd, a 23-year 
veteran of the 
department who 
had been act-
ing police chief 
following the 
retirement of 
Chief Graham 
Maxfield, to per-
manently fill the 
chief position 
pending contract 
negotiations.

Dowd was 
i n t e r v i e w e d 
by selectmen 
during a meet-
ing on Feb. 9 
and later that 
evening unani-
mously picked 
as the new chief. 
Selectmen and 
others present-
ed Maxfield 
with a series 
of questions 
including how 
he would handle 
situation with 
s u b o r d i n a t e s , 
his throughs of 
peaceful pro-
tests, and his 
goals for the 
department as 
chief. Dowd said 
one of his major 
goals is to con-
tinue the great 
relationship the 
department has 
had with the citi-
zens of Charlton.

“I believe hav-
ing officers pos-
itively interact 
with the com-
munity only 
strengthens our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
with them and 
pays off many 
dividends in the 

end. I’m a big 
believer of the 
golden rule, do 
unto others as 
you would have 
them do unto 
you. I would 
want our offi-
cers to treating 
the citizens as 
they would treat 
their own fami-
ly members and 
provide the ser-
vices that they 
would expect 
when they show 
up for work. 
O b v i o u s l y , 
what’s going on 
today with police 
reform, all those 
things will help 
us if we have 
a strong rela-
tionship with 
the community 
and we enhance 
our presence. 
Being seen in 
the schools and 
the community 
in a positive way 
will only help us 
in the future,” 
Dowd said.

Dowd also 
commented on 
the need for con-
tinued prioriti-
zation of traffic 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
and public safe-
ty on the road-
ways after being 
questions about 
his position 
on the matter 
by Selectman 
Patricia Rydlak. 
Dowd said that 
the traffic situa-
tion has become 
a “logistical 
nightmare” for 
his officers 
and needs to be 
addressed in a 
big way in the 
coming years.

“ N o r m a l l y , 
I have two or 
three people on 
and trying to put 

WORCESTER — Despite the COVID-19 
pandemic, Quinsigamond Community 
College’s Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor 
Society is engaging more students than 
ever. PTK’s Alpha Theta Zeta Chapter 
has experienced the largest student mem-
bership growth since it was chartered in 
1980, with 160 new members in the Fall 
2020 Semester. This number more than 
doubled that of all new memberships in 
the previous academic year. The recent 
2021 Spring Semester membership drive 
has increased that total to 207, and with 
close to two months to go in the mem-
bership drive, the number is anticipated 
to grow.

“It’s been amazing the way that stu-
dents have responded since the pandem-
ic began, and there is no sign of member-
ship slowing down this semester,” said 
PTK Advisor Bonnie Coleman.

At the start of the spring membership 
drive in less than 24-hours, 32 new stu-
dents registered, and more are continu-
ing to reach out daily.

“This demonstrates the importance of 
programs such as these that help keep 
students connected,” Ms. Coleman con-
tinued, adding that while increase in 

student interest could be attributed to 
personal growth, camaraderie and lead-
ership skills, it appears community ser-
vice is the driving factor.

“Many new PTK members are taking 
part in our community service projects. 
Community service is the cornerstone of 
our chapter and even though we are cur-
rently in a pandemic, we have still made 
this our core mission,” Ms. Coleman 
said. “The students are making a positive 
impact on our community.”

Currently, 40 students are volunteer-
ing to help with the administrative side 
of student COVID-19 testing on campus, 
following all COVID-19 safety protocols. 
One such student, PTK student Fatima 
Mohammed, said the experience has 
been a revelation to her.

“This was, and will continue to be, one 
of the unforgettable experiences in my 
life. I am pleased to say that this opportu-
nity made me realize how important it is 
to dedicate my time to volunteering,” Ms. 
Mohammed said.

While community service is not a 
mandatory membership requirement, 
students who perform two community 
service projects through the chapter and 

attend two general chapter meetings 
before they graduate, will earn a gold 
stole.

“It’s really amazing how many PTK 
students want to help their fellow stu-
dents and their community,” Ms. 
Coleman said. “Becoming a PTK mem-
ber is so much more than students real-
ize. They are members in PTK for life 
and the positive implications of being a 
part of this honor society are endless.”

PTK is an internationally recognized 
honor society for two-year colleges and 
has approximately 1,300 chapters in the 
U.S. and around the globe. To be eligible 
for QCC’s PTK Honor Society, students 
must have at least 12 credits of college 
level courses (level 100 courses or high-
er), a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or greater, 
and pay a one-time membership fee of 
$85 (a requirement of the national PTK 
organization).

To learn more, visit www.qcc.edu/stu-
dent-life/phi-theta-kappa. 

For more information about QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508.854.7513 or jmar-
tin@qcc.mass.edu

Courtesy

(Right) Dan Dowd 
has been named the 
new Police Chief for 
Charlton.




