
REGION — Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Mass. & MetroWest (BBBSCM) has recently partnered 
with the Hartsprings Foundation of West Springfield, Massachusetts to be their premier partner for 
donation pick-up services. Since 1997, the Hartsprings Foundation has been funding Big Brothers Big 
Sisters programs in Massachusetts and Connecticut. The Foundation collects used, unwanted clothing 
on behalf of Big Brothers Big Sisters. Then, those donations are purchased by Savers and the proceeds 
benefit the BBBS program in the corresponding service area. 

Starting in October 2020, the Hartsprings Foundation began collecting donations in Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Central Mass & MetroWest’s service area starting with Grafton, Leicester, Millbury, Oxford, 
Shrewsbury, Southbridge, Spencer, Sturbridge, Webster, Auburn, Charlton, Dudley, and Worcester. 
On March 15, the following towns will be added: Boylston, Holden, Hopkinton, Milford, Northborough, 
Northbridge, Paxton, Princeton, Rutland, Sterling, Sutton, Upton, Westborough and West Boylston. The 
final towns to Hartsprings’ new service area will be added on May 1, 2021. 

BBBS of CM & MW serves 1,000 at-risk children throughout the Central Mass & MetroWest 
regions, annually, through their professionally supported, one-to-one mentoring programs. The 
proceeds from donations collected by the Hartsprings Foundation will directly benefit those 
programs. 
To schedule a donation pick-up, contact the Hartsprings Foundation at 888-

413-2227 or visit www.hartsprings.org. To learn more about the Hartsprings 
Foundation’s partnership with BBBS of CM & MW and other ways to give to BBBS, 
please visit www.bbbscm.org/give. 

About Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Mass & MetroWest 
The mission of Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of Central Mass & MetroWest 
is to create professionally supported 
mentoring relationships, empowering 
youth to realize their potential and build 
brighter futures. Children’s lives are 
enhanced when they have a mentor in 
their lives to celebrate their successes. 
To learn more about Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Central Mass & MetroWest, 
please visit www.bbbscm.org. 

WORCESTER — Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Quinsigamond Community College’s Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
Honor Society is engaging more students than ever. PTK’s 
Alpha Theta Zeta Chapter has experienced the largest stu-
dent membership growth since it was chartered in 1980, with 
160 new members in the Fall 2020 Semester. This number 
more than doubled that of all new memberships in the pre-
vious academic year. The recent 2021 Spring Semester mem-
bership drive has increased that total to 207, and with close 
to two months to go in the membership drive, the number is 
anticipated to grow.

“It’s been amazing the way that students have responded 
since the pandemic began, and there is no sign of member-
ship slowing down this semester,” said PTK Advisor Bonnie 
Coleman.

At the start of the spring membership drive in less than 
24-hours, 32 new students registered, and more are continu-
ing to reach out daily.

“This demonstrates the importance of programs such 
as these that help keep students connected,” Ms. Coleman 
continued, adding that while increase in student interest 
could be attributed to personal growth, camaraderie and 
leadership skills, it appears community service is the driv-
ing factor.

“Many new PTK members are taking part in our com-
munity service projects. Community service is the corner-
stone of our chapter and even though we are currently in 
a pandemic, we have still made this our core mission,” Ms. 
Coleman said. “The students are making a positive impact 
on our community.”

Currently, 40 students are volunteering to help with the 
administrative side of student COVID-19 testing on campus, 
following all COVID-19 safety protocols. One such student, 
PTK student Fatima Mohammed, said the experience has 
been a revelation to her.

“This was, and will continue to be, one of the unforgettable 

experiences in my life. I am pleased to say that this opportu-
nity made me realize how important it is to dedicate my time 
to volunteering,” Ms. Mohammed said.

While community service is not a mandatory membership 
requirement, students who perform two 
community service projects through the 
chapter and attend two general chapter 
meetings before they graduate, will earn 
a gold stole.

“It’s really amazing how many PTK 
students want to help their fellow stu-
dents and their community,” Ms. 
Coleman said. “Becoming a PTK mem-
ber is so much more than students real-
ize. They are members in PTK for life 
and the positive implications of being a 
part of this honor society are endless.”

PTK is an internationally recognized 
honor society for two-year colleges and 
has approximately 1,300 chapters in the 
U.S. and around the globe. To be eligible 
for QCC’s PTK Honor Society, students 
must have at least 12 credits of college 
level courses (level 100 courses or high-
er), a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or greater, 
and pay a one-time membership fee of 
$85 (a requirement of the national PTK 
organization).

To learn more, visit www.qcc.edu/
student-life/phi-theta-kappa. 

For more information about QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508.854.7513 or jmar-
tin@qcc.mass.edu
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy 
in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106 
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone 
call.

REAL ESTATE

AUBURN 
$350,000, 18 Springbrook Rd, 

Reynolds, James P, and Mcglone, 
Meghan, to Andreyko, Anatoly, and 
Andreyko, Elena.

$350,000, 3 Matnick Cir, Judge, 
Arnold F, and Judge, Pamela J, to 
Ghazarian, Varej, and Ghazarian, 
Lisa.

$327,000, 27 Homestead Ave, Otoole, 
Robyn M, to Goodrau, Sheila A.

$230,000, 1 Wallace Ave #B, 
Hernandez, Carlos, to Kelsey, Gwen J.

$141,000, 64 Federal Hill Rd #64, 
Gaulin, Nicole A, to Brothers, Breyn 
J.

“A progressive approach 
to family child care”

Family Child
              Care Center

A Step Ahead

Your child deserves quality child care

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA  • (508) 767-1214

A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care  
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to 

enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced 
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers 

to help your child learn & grow 

Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood 
* Meals Provided *

Small Shelter Big Heart

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748

Meet Ino, 5 year old female mixed breed. This sweet girl is ready to meet her 
family. Ino loves to be with people. She is a social butterfly, and everyone she meets 
becomes an instant friend! Ino gets along well with other dogs. She is up for a good 
play session with dogs, then is happy to just hang out with them. We think Ino would 
do well in a home as the solo pup or with a canine companion. She is an energetic 
girl and loves to go for walks. Once tired out, she is happy to relax with her people. 
Ino will greet you with the best little wiggle to show you just how happy she is to see 
you! We think she would do best in a home with kids over 10. If you think Ino could 
be the one for you, please email adopt@baypathhumane.org for more info today!

Please visit our website for 
 more locations and more information: 
WWW.KOOPMANLUMBER.COM

665 Church St.
Whitinsville, MA
508-234-4545
Mon-Sat 7-5

12 Douglas St.
Uxbridge, MA
508-278-5400
Mon-Sat 7-5

82 Worcester St.
No. Grafton, MA
508-839-6526
Mon-Sat 7-5

309 West Street
Milford, MA

508-467-0303
Mon-Sat 7-5

Featured Brands

 Please Support our Sponsor!

PET 
of the 
WEEK 

To be a sponsor for a future POW 

please contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or call 508-909-4062

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Shrewsbury’s Own…

www.alsoil.com

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

Dr. Peter Morales

STURBRIDGE — Country Bank, a 
full-service financial institution serving 
Central and Western Massachusetts, 
is pleased to announce that Dr. Peter 
Morales has joined their Innovation & 
Technology Division as a Senior Vice 

President. Dr. Morales, who resides 
in Sturbridge, has held several techni-
cal leadership positions, most recent-
ly as Vice President and CIO for an 
international educational organization 
supporting more than 45,000 students 
in more than 40 countries worldwide. 
Dr. Morales also held positions at New 
York University (leading technology 
at the Law and Engineering schools) 
and the New York and American Stock 
Exchanges.  

Dr. Morales began his career devel-
oping diagnostic systems for the F18, 
the jet that the Blue Angels current-
ly fly. He holds degrees in Electrical 
Engineering, a Master’s in Engineering 
Management, and a Doctorate in 
Computer Science and Information 
Systems.  He continues to teach in two 
Master’s programs at NYU and is on the 
Board of Directors for several incuba-
tor startups and non-profits.  He enjoys 
spending time with his wife, Karen 
Vezina-Morales, fun fact - the Vezina 
trophy in hockey is named after her 
great uncle Georges. They have a son, 
Christopher, a computer scientist, and 
a daughter Katie, a Fine Arts major. 

“We are extremely excited to welcome 
Dr. Morales to our leadership team; his 
extensive background as a senior tech-
nology leader in a variety of industries 
brings an exciting level of strategic 
thought and direction to the Country 
Bank brand of Community Banking. 
His commitment to technology develop-
ment, high-performing teams, and expe-
rience as an educator aligns with our 
iSTEP Corporate Values of Integrity, 
Service, Teamwork, Excellence, and 
Prosperity.  We are proud that Peter 
has chosen Country Bank to be his 
Employer of Choice,” stated Miriam 
Siegel, Senior Vice President of Human 
Resources. 

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service mutual 

community bank serving central and 
western Massachusetts with 14 offic-
es in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton, 
and Worcester. Country Bank is a mem-
ber of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM network. 
Country Bank can be reached at 800-322-
8233 or online at countrybank.com.
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