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OBITUARIES

B R I M F I E L D / W E S T F I E L D : 
Lillian E. Rasys, a longtime resident 
of  Brimfield, MA and formally of  

Sturbridge, MA, 
died peacefully 
at home with her 
daughter, Barbara 
Brogan of  Westfield, 
MA, whom she 
resided with for 36 
years. Lillian was 
predeceased by her 
late husband, Adam 

J Rasys of  Brimfield, MA and her 
youngest son, Peter Rasys of  Grant-
Valkaria, FL, her siblings Arthur, 
Doris and Maryjane.

She leaves behind her remaining 
family, Dorothy (Rasys) Beaudoin and 

husband Kenneth of  South Hadley, 
MA., Arlene Cadieux of  Grant-
Valkaria, FL, Carl Rasys and wife 
Judith of  Rockland, MI., Edward 
Rasys and wife Lynn of  Sarasota, FL. 
and Michael Rasys and wife Kathleen 
of  Brimfield, MA. From her large 
family, Lillian is also survived by 
many grandchildren and great grand-
children.

Burial will be private.
Anyone wishing to leave a remem-

brance, please donate to your favorite 
charity in Lillian’s name.

Belanger-Bullard Funeral Home, 
51 Marcy St. Southridge I directing 
arrangements.

An online guestbook is available 
at www.BelangerFuneralHome.com

Lillian E. Rasys

HOLLAND- Nancy H. (Howlett) 
Wood 82, passed away on January 24, 
2021 in the comfort of  her home sur-
rounded by family.

She leaves her 3 daughters; JoAnn 
Wrona of  Ludlow, MA; Deborah 
Lyons of  Charlton, MA; Patricia 
Strycharz of  Ludlow, MA; 2 sons; 
Steven Wood of  Plant City, FL; Scott 
Wood of  Springfield, MA; Her broth-
er Oliver Howlett of  Brimfield, 
MA; 11 Grandchildren and 17 Great 
Grandchildren; and her Companion 
of  21 years John Lee Simonson of  
Holland, MA.

Nancy was born in Palmer, MA, 
daughter of  the late Lewis Howlett 
and Anne (Morton) Howlett. She is 
predeceased by her brother Mason 
Howlett. Nancy attended Tantasqua 
Regional High School. She enjoyed 
working as a waitress for 30+ years 
at numerous restaurants which 
included Cottage Hill and The Fort in 
Springfield, MA, The Homestead Inn 
in Ludlow, MA, The Top of  the Hill 
in Wilbraham, MA and eventually 
retired from The Lakeside Restaurant 
in Wilbraham as the Restaurant 
Manager.

She enjoyed her winters in Fort 
Lauderdale, FL accompanied by 
“Lee” where they enjoyed many 
cruise excursions, played Bingo regu-
larly, visited favorite restaurants and 
enjoyed swimming as often as they 
were able. She had several friends 
with whom she shared the love of  the 
games of  Scrabble and Mahjong.

Her favorite card pastimes were 
Cribbage played at the Holland Senior 
Center, Philadelphia Rummy with 
whoever she could find to play the 
game and Tuesday night cards with 
dear family and friends. For many 

years she and Lee had a weekly date 
to go to the Casino, always keeping 
tabs of  their wins and losses just for 
the fun of  it!

Nancy’s favorite pastimes were 
the visits and phone calls from her 
cousins and friends, Caroline Greene, 
Dorothy Croake, Donna Corsini, 
Mary Studley, Chucky Smith and Lois 
& Eddie Artruc. She was a whiz in 
the kitchen, teaching her daughters 
JoAnn and Pat “everything” they 
know and love about cooking. She 
shared her love of  birds with her 
daughter Deb. And she was always 
willing to share her expertise about 
nature and gardening. She spent 
many years as the cheering squad for 
her son Scott and grandsons Ryan & 
Brandon as they bravely navigated 
the world of  Motocross. She looked 
forward every year to the Christmas 
holiday when her son Steve would 
pack up all 16 members of  his family 
and caravan 4 hours in each direc-
tion to share a Christmas dinner and 
the best strawberries for shortcake 
EVER!

One quality she left everyone with 
as she spent her final months in 
Holland was her humor.  She often 
had words of  wisdom that always 
came with humor. Her family and 
Hospice Workers would be taken by 
surprise as she often shared a humor-
ous story or remark within their con-
versations. A quality that is sure to 
remain with all those with whom she 
spent her final days.

Belanger-Bullard Funeral Home, 51 
Marcy St., Southbridge is directing 
arrangements.

An online guestbook and a video 
tribute are available at  www.
BelangerFuneralHome.com

Nancy H. Wood 82

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
 and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO21C0027CA 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:

Denon Anthony Ricard
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Denon Anthony 

Ricard of Southbridge MA
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: Denon
Anthony Michaels

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purpos-
es of objecting to the petition by 
filing an appearance at: Worcester 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
03/09/2021. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 

First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 05, 2021  

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate

February 18, 2021

CHARLTON 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Public Hearing Notice
A Public Hearing will be held remote-
ly via Zoom Conferencing by calling 
1-646 558 8656 and using meeting ID 
# 885 4357 0917 and password 266 
619 at   7:10 PM on 3/3/2021 to con-
sider a 

Notice of Intent for Stephen Lemaire 
for the property     
Located at: 26 Eleanor Drive, Charlton, 
MA
For the construction of a single family 
within 100’  buffer zone
This is a Public Hearing under the re-
quirements of G.L. CH. 131 §40, as 
amended. Plans are available at the 
Town of Charlton website – Conserva-
tion Commission 
February 18, 2021

LEGALS

was amazing, ranging 
from Paleontologists, 
Veterinarians, Doctors, 
Nurses, Pastry Chefs, 
Fire Fighters, Singers, 
a Nun and even the 
President of  the USA! 
Second Grade singer, 
Evelyn Howard-Donlin 
even entertained us 
with a beautiful song!
In appreciation of  our 
frontline workers, beau-

tiful cards of  thanks 
were created throughout 
the school body with sin-
cere messages of  appre-
ciation to be delivered 
to area first responders 
and medical workers.

On Friday TCA cele-
brated volunteers with 
our DEAR Program 
(Drop, Everything, And, 
Read) Day.  Guest read-
ers read to students via 
zoom.  Later in the day, 
grade 3 created “reading 
huts” where they could 

read a favorite book for a 
period of  the afternoon 
in their very own cozy 
hut, they created them-
selves.  All learning 
activities in each class 
focused on literature the 
rest of  the day. 

It was a week of  learn-
ing, awareness, and ful-
fillment!  

According to sixth 
grade teacher, Mrs. 
Weber, “It is one of  the
most fun weeks of  the 
year!” 
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Charlton.
“I believe having officers positive-

ly interact with the community only 
strengthens our relationships with 
them and pays off  many dividends in 
the end. I’m a big believer of  the gold-
en rule, do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you. I would want 
our officers to treating the citizens 
as they would treat their own family 
members and provide the services that 
they would expect when they show up 
for work. Obviously, what’s going on 
today with police reform, all those 
things will help us if  we have a strong 
relationship with the community and 
we enhance our presence. Being seen 
in the schools and the community in 
a positive way will only help us in the 
future,” Dowd said.

Dowd also commented on the need 
for continued prioritization of  traffic 
improvements and public safety on 
the roadways after being questions 
about his position on the matter by 
Selectman Patricia Rydlak. Dowd said 
that the traffic situation has become a 
“logistical nightmare” for his officers 
and needs to be addressed in a big way 
in the coming years.

“Normally, I have two or three peo-
ple on and trying to put them all over 
town is difficult with limited resourc-
es. Down the road I’d like to get a sec-
ond traffic officer. That’s something 
I’m going to be asking for. I stress to 
my officers all the time that’s one of  
our biggest complaints,” said Dowd.

Another question came from Board 
of  Selectmen Student Representative 
Henry Weiland who spoke to the 
2020 protests against police violence 
against minorities and how towns 
like Webster help peaceful protests. 
He asked Dowd how he would handle 
such a situation as chief.

“Several of  us went over the 
Webster, several went to Southbridge 
and Sturbridge. Most of  the protests 
around here were peaceful so I don’t 
think there was ever any need for 
officers to get involved other than to 
just make sure vehicles can travel 
while the protest was going on,” Dowd 
responded. “We’ve been very fortunate 
in this part of  the country – (Rioting) 
triggers a different type of  reaction, 
but most police officers know that 
people have rights and they certainly 
have a right to protest peacefully. A lot 
of  times positive change comes from 
those types of  protests.”

Dowd concluded by saying as a 
chief  he would like to “recruit, retrain 
and promote quality people” show-
ing concern about the command staff  
aging and approaching retirement out 
without succession plans in place. He 
would like to facilitate a stronger rela-
tionship between commanding offi-
cers and the younger members of  the 
force to give them the experience to 
possibly move up into higher positions 
within the department in the future. 
He also stated a need for continued 
improvement in department commu-
nication infrastructure praising the 
ongoing radio upgrade project cur-
rently underway. 
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QCC’s Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society 

boasts best year in 
its history

WORCESTER — Despite the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Quinsigamond 
Community College’s Phi Theta Kappa 
(PTK) Honor Society is engaging more 
students than ever. PTK’s Alpha Theta 
Zeta Chapter has experienced the larg-
est student membership growth since 
it was chartered in 1980, with 160 new 
members in the Fall 2020 Semester. 
This number more than doubled that 
of  all new memberships in the pre-
vious academic year. The recent 2021 
Spring Semester membership drive 
has increased that total to 207, and 
with close to two months to go in 
the membership drive, the number is 
anticipated to grow.

“It’s been amazing the way that stu-
dents have responded since the pan-
demic began, and there is no sign 
of  membership slowing down this 
semester,” said PTK Advisor Bonnie 
Coleman.

At the start of  the spring member-
ship drive in less than 24-hours, 32 
new students registered, and more are 
continuing to reach out daily.

“This demonstrates the impor-
tance of  programs such as these that 
help keep students connected,” Ms. 
Coleman continued, adding that while 
increase in student interest could be 
attributed to personal growth, camara-
derie and leadership skills, it appears 
community service is the driving fac-
tor.

“Many new PTK members are tak-
ing part in our community service 
projects. Community service is the 
cornerstone of  our chapter and even 
though we are currently in a pandem-
ic, we have still made this our core 
mission,” Ms. Coleman said. “The stu-
dents are making a positive impact on 
our community.”

Currently, 40 students are volunteer-

ing to help with the administrative 
side of  student COVID-19 testing on 
campus, following all COVID-19 safe-
ty protocols. One such student, PTK 
student Fatima Mohammed, said the 
experience has been a revelation to 
her.

“This was, and will continue to be, 
one of  the unforgettable experiences 
in my life. I am pleased to say that 
this opportunity made me realize how 
important it is to dedicate my time to 
volunteering,” Ms. Mohammed said.

While community service is not a 
mandatory membership requirement, 
students who perform two community 
service projects through the chapter 
and attend two general chapter meet-
ings before they graduate, will earn a 
gold stole.

“It’s really amazing how many PTK 
students want to help their fellow 
students and their community,” Ms. 
Coleman said. “Becoming a PTK mem-
ber is so much more than students 
realize. They are members in PTK for 
life and the positive implications of  
being a part of  this honor society are 
endless.”

PTK is an internationally recognized 
honor society for two-year colleges and 
has approximately 1,300 chapters in 
the U.S. and around the globe. To be 
eligible for QCC’s PTK Honor Society, 
students must have at least 12 cred-
its of  college level courses (level 100 
courses or higher), a cumulative GPA 
of  3.5 or greater, and pay a one-time 
membership fee of  $85 (a requirement 
of  the national PTK organization).

To learn more, visit www.qcc.edu/
student-life/phi-theta-kappa.

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of  
Institutional Communications at 
508.854.7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu

crab clusters (legs); 4 quarts water 
(16 cups); 1 small onion, chopped; 1 
½ stalks celery, chopped; 2 cloves gar-
lic, quartered; 2 potatoes, peeled and 
chopped; 1/4 cup fresh chopped Italian 
parsley; 2 teaspoons mustard seed; 1 
tablespoon chopped pimento; ½ tea-
spoon coarse ground pepper; 2 bay 
leaves; 1/3 cup tomato sauce; 2 table-
spoons half  and half; 1/4 cup unsalted 
butter; 1/4 teaspoon thyme; 1/8 tea-
spoon basil; 1/8 teaspoon marjoram

Directions: Remove all the crab meat 
from the shells and set it aside. Put 
half  of  the shells into a large pot with 
4 quarts of  water over high heat. Add 
onion 1 stalk of  chopped celery, and 
garlic, then bring mixture to a boil. 
Continue to boil for 1 hour, stirring 
occasionally (The white part of  the 
shells will start to become transpar-
ent), then strain stock. Discard the 
shells, onion, celery and garlic, keep-
ing only the stock.

Measure 3 quarts (12 cups) of  the 
stock into a large sauce pan or cooking 
pot. If  you don’t have enough stock, 
add enough water to make 3 quarts.

Add potatoes, bring mixture to a 
boil, then add ½ of  the crab and the 
remaining ingredients to the pot and 
bring it back to boiling. Reduce heat 

and simmer for 4 hours, uncovered 
until it reduces by about half  and 
starts to thicken. Add the remaining 
crab and simmer for another hour 
until the soup is very thick. Makes 4-6 
servings.

**
Win Dinner for Two
Your tips can win you a fabulous 

dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. One winner 
per month will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 131 
across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because I’m in the busi-
ness of  dispensing tips, not inventing 
them (although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful hints!
**

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you 
have a question regarding household 
or garden matters? If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  Stonebridge Press 
publications? Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint!, c/o Stonebridge 
Press, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or e-mail kdrr@aol.com. Hints 
are entered into a drawing for a three 
course dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn!
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