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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com
Hours: Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8 • Thurs, Fri, Sat 8-9

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

WE ARE OPEN
FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

Friday & Saturday Night  
A�er 5:00

Stuffed Cod w/Calamari
Full Menu - Take out still available 

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

Join us for some Sweet Specials Valentine’s Day Weekend 
Fri, Sat, & Sun, Feb. 12, 13 & 14. Reservations recommended.

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
We will be serving Valentine’s Day Dinner, 

Sunday, February 14 from 5-8pm. 
Reservations recommended. 

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $11.95

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 2/28/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Valentine’s Day & Every Day GIFTS & DINING GUIDE
Visit these fine local establishments for 

great gifts, to dine-in, take-out, or to buy gift certificates
To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

~ Support Local Businesses ~

QCC professor honored with Yankee 
Congress Dental Assistant Award

Seven Hills Family Services 
awarded contract for

DDS Family Support Center

Local students named to
UMass Amherst Dean’s List

WORCESTER — Jennifer 
McKeon, professor of dental assist-
ing and hygiene at Quinsigamond 
Community College, has been award-
ed the 2021 Elizabeth A. Baer Award, 
by the Yankee Dental Congress.

This annual award is present-
ed to a dental assistant who has 
made significant contributions to 
the Massachusetts Dental Assistants 
Association and the Massachusetts 
Dental Society. Award winners must 
have at least 10 years of cumulative 
membership in the Massachusetts 
Dental Assistants Association and 
10 years cumulative years of prac-
tice as a dental assistant in the den-
tal profession.

“I am very honored and excited to 
receive this award. Betty Anne, who 
this award is named after, was a cer-
tified dental assistant and a dental 
hygienist, as am I. She put education 
on the top of her priority list, just as 
I do,” McKeon said.

McKeon has been a part of the 
dental assisting landscape for many 
years, beginning her career as an 
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TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
OBSERVES NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
On Jan. 22, Trinity Catholic Academy participated in a National Day of Prayer led and 
closed by Fr. Ken Cardinale and directed by seventh and eighth grade students. The 
Catholic Church designated this particular day as a day of prayer for the legal protec-
tion of unborn children in preparation for the upcoming Virtual March for Life in DC this 
week.  This is an annual practice that has been observed by TCA for over 10 years with 
an extra-large rope Rosary in the gym while the entire student body takes part. (picture), 
a “Living Rosary.”
With a few adjustments/arrangements, they were able to continue the annual activity 
through what else? Zoom! The seventh and eighth grade conducted the physical Living 
“lit” rosary in the gym, while each class followed along by zoom in their own manner. The 
younger classes followed along with a “color sheet” of the rosary, others with a rosary 
made of pool noodles, and older grades standing and resighting the rosary.  The seventh 
and eighth Grade completed the activity with a short continuation of their novena for 
pro-life to complete the devotion. TCA will take part in the Virtual March for Life in D.C. 
on Jan. 29.

“on-the-job” trained dental assistant 
before becoming a certified dental 
assistant in 1998. She has called 
QCC “home” for some time, first 
attending as a student then part-
time instructor, before becoming a 
full-time faculty member.

“I have a long history with the 
College that started when I was in 
high school and took an English 
class at QCC.  This enabled me to 
earn college credit and graduate 
high school early,” she said.

Fast forward to 2001 when she 
received her Associate’s degree in 
Dental Hygiene from QCC. In 2002, 
she began a career educating stu-
dents part-time at the College where 
she earned her degree; becoming a 
full-time faculty member in 2010.

“There were so many professors 
who molded my life at QCC that 
I felt honored to become full-time 
faculty,” she added. “The two things 
that I was passionate about came 
together.  I wanted to give back all 
that was given to me at QCC, and I 
could do that by teaching and coor-
dinating the dental assisting pro-
gram.  I could never have asked for 
a more perfect position at the perfect 
college.”

Amy Booth, professor of Dental 
Hygiene was one of McKeon’s for-
mer professors and today is her col-
league and friend.

“I am so proud of my ‘student.’Jenn 
has been a great support and we 
work very well together. In addition 
to her knowledge of dental assist-
ing, she is humorous and genuine,” 
Booth said.

McKeon is the co-director of the Kid 
Seal program and works with QCC 
and the Worcester Public Schools to 
help promote dental health in area 
youths. When she is not working 
with students, Ms. McKeon is the 
presiding chair and room coordi-
nator at Yankee Dental Congress, 
as well as the president elect. This 
year she will also be appointed pres-
ident of the Massachusetts Dental 
Assistants Association (MDAA).

“Jenn embodies our dental pro-
gram and is an amazing role model 
for our students,” said Pat Schmohl, 
dean of the School of Healthcare. 
“She is so deserving of this award.”

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 
508-854-7513 orjmartin@qcc.mass.
edu.
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Jennifer McKeon

STURBRIDGE — Seven Hills 
Family Services (SHFS), an affiliate 
of Seven Hills Foundation, has been 
awarded a contract to continue oper-
ating the Family Support Center 
for the South Valley/West region 
by the Massachusetts Department 
of Developmental Services (DDS). 
The South Valley Family Support 
Center will be remain located at 208 
Charlton Road in Sturbridge.

The Center will serve approxi-
mately 450-550 families annually and 
act as a hub of information, resourc-
es, supportive services and activi-
ties for people of all ages who have 
an intellectual disability (ID) or 
developmental disability, including 
Autism with and without ID, living 
with their family, and their family 
members. With over 10 years of expe-
rience hosting FSC’s in Worcester, 
Sturbridge, and Fitchburg, SHFS is 
well positioned to provide Family 
Support Center services to people 
living in this region. The Family 
Support Center located in Sturbridge 
provides services and supports to 
all cities and towns served by the 
South Valley/West Area Office. 
These include Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Charlton, Dudley, East Brookfield, 
Holland, North Brookfield, Oxford, 
Southbridge, Spencer, Sturbridge, 
Wales, Warren, Webster, and West 
Brookfield.

Seven Hills Family Services has 
extensive experience in operating 
these centers and has been the go-to 
source for families supporting some-
one with a disability.  DDS recent-
ly awarded Seven Hills Family 

Services four such centers through-
out Massachusetts. With an empha-
sis on providing person-centered and 
culturally and linguistically com-
petent support services across the 
lifespan, the Family Support staff 
will provide a wide array of options 
to individuals with disabilities and 
their families that enable them to 
stay together and live in a nur-
turing environment, maintain rela-
tionships with families and loved 
ones, and be welcomed, contributing 
members in their home communi-
ties.  The Fitchburg Family Support 
Center is committed to providing 
both short term and long-term ser-
vice navigation to families who need 
more than Information and Referral 
to access supports or solve a partic-
ular issue.

About Seven Hills Foundation
Headquartered in Worcester, the 

Seven Hills Foundation currently 
offers program sites at 160 loca-
tions throughout Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island employing more 
than 4,500 professionals. Through 
its affiliates, Seven Hills Foundation 
offers a continuum of support and 
services to 45,000 children, adults 
and seniors with disabilities and 
other life challenges. Seven Hills 
Foundation stands as one of the most 
dynamic and comprehensive health 
and human services agencies in the 
country and is widely recognized as 
a premier provider of comprehen-
sive supports. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sevenhills.org.

AMHERST — Below is a list of 
local students who were named to 
the dean’s list at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst for the fall 
2020 semester.

In order to qualify, an under-
graduate student must receive a 3.5 
grade-point average or better on a 
four-point scale

BRIMFIELD
Lydia Maeve Boland
Mikayla Nicole Colabello
Abigail Rose Corriveau
Michael Reese Crosby
Brenna L Ferrentino
Justin Riley Guillette
Nicholas Samuel Henderson
Erika Elizabeth Madden
Logan Sean McCarthy
Allison M McGlinchy
Griffin Moore
Hunter A Ramsland
Brian Daniel Riel
Catherine Teresa Simonds
Emma So Stanley
Bryanna Watts

FISKDALE
Colin Thomas Eliason
Elizabeth Stone Flandreau

Olivia Sara George
Ming Huang

HOLLAND
Serena Mae Chiasson
Katelyn Elizabeth Lauritsen

STURBRIDGE
Eric David Silveira
Charlie J Bouhanna
Joseph Anthony Distefano III
Michael Francis Distefano
William Ray Farland
Thomas Roger Goodwin
Jared M Hammond
Elise Hankis
Aaron Laokham Inthirath
Lily Isabella Kent
Roman Gabriel Krochmalnyckyj
Jared Jeffrey Langevin
Joseph Daniel Matte
Thomas Richard Mazeika
Thomas Michael Muir
Ndidiamaka Ngozi Onwubueke
Adon Jon Osimo
Kendra Jane Salviuolo
Fey Thurber
Garret Aiden Webb

WALES
Kyle John Boone
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