
BENEFITS 
ORIENTATION



What Benefits are available 

to you?
Å Retirement Plans

Å Group Insurance Commission 

Å Health Plan

Å Long Term Disability

Å Life Insurance

Å Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAs)

Å Dental and Vision Discount Plans

Å Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

Å Leave Accruals/Paid Time Off

Å Tuition Remission

Å Professional Development

Å Employee Discounts

Å Commonwealth of MA Financial Wellness Program



Retirement Plans - Mandatory
Plan Name Abbreviation Description Eligibility

Massachusetts 

State Employees

Retirement 

System

MSERS Defined benefit plan 

that provides 

predictable & 

guaranteed income 

(benefits calculated 

using a formula

Classified Employees, 

Faculty, Unit 

Professionals, and Non -

Unit Professionals

Optional 

Retirement Plan

ORP Defined contribution 

plan that provides 

income based on the 

investment 

performance of your 

individual account 

balance, which you 

decide how to invest

Faculty, Unit 

Professionals, and Non -

Unit Professionals

Omnibus 

Budget 

Reconciliation 

Act

OBRA Massachusetts 

Deferred 

Compensation SMART 

Plan

Part-time employees*

*Exemptions: Already

paying into MSERS or 

ORP/Full-time Student





State Board 

of 

Retirement 

Enrollment 

Form ðmust 

be 

completed!



Optional 

Retirement 

Program ð

You have 

180 days to 

determine if 

you would 

like to enroll



Notice of 

ORP 

Eligibility



Supplemental Retirement 

Plans (sign up any time!)
Plan Name Abbreviation Description Eligibility

Tax Sheltered 

Annuity Plan

TSA-403(b) Employees may 

contribute through 

various approved 

vendors by the 

Commonwealth of 

MA

All Employees

457 Deferred 

Compensation 

Plan ðSMART 

Plan

457 Pre-tax employee 

contributions are 

invested in the 

investment options 

you have selected.  

All earnings are tax 

deferred

All Employees

403(b) Vendors

Valic ðJim Kaufmann

James.Kaufmann@valic.com

TIAA ðHeather Martin

Heather.martin@tiaa.org

Fidelity ðMatthew Toedt

Matthew.toedt@fmr.com

Empower Retirement (457)

Manny Jardim

Manny.jardim@empower -retirement.com

mailto:James.Kaufmann@valic.com
mailto:Heather.martin@tiaa.org
mailto:Matthew.toedt@fmr.com
mailto:Manny.jardim@empower-retirement.com


Smart Plan Enrollment Form



Smart Plan Enrollment Form


