
 

 
 
We had another record breaking graduating class this year– 33 graduates! We held graduation on May 24, 
2018. The auditorium was filled with the families and friends of our graduates. We heard remarks from Mike 
Rubin, the principal of Uxbridge High School, and Dr. Luis Pedraja, President of Quinsigamond Community 
College. Sarah Burwick, Rebecca Manzano-Howard, and Hannah Cormier all gave very moving speeches 
about their journey through high school.  

 
Sarah:If you have a dream that you are passionate about never let anybody 
tell you otherwise. Keep it close to you and never let it go because one day 
you will accomplish it, no matter how big or small….I’d like to thank my 
fellow graduates for being an amazing class and for the friendships we have 
all created here at Gateway.  
 
 

Rebecca: But WE have survived, WE 
provide the energy, WE have taken the 

worst things in our lives and survived from 
the very things that threatened to suffocate 

us, drown us out. I believe that what determines success is the perseverance, 
the growth, embracing those flames and using them to create the sustenance 
for life. I am so proud to be part of Gateway because without it, without all the 

people with me, I probably would never have been standing here today.  
 

Hannah: Regardless of the numbers I’d 
receive on my report cards,I knew 2 things 
to be true; 1: I am very smart and no one will ever make me think 
differently, 2: I am a powerful young women who is going to achieve great 
things.... It is because of GtC that I fell back in love with learning. My 
grades were growing, as was my confidence. GtC gave me a gift that I’ll 
never be able to really describe, but I’ll always be grateful for it. For many 
kids like me, we were seen as just the typical high school dropout, 
everyone quick to assume that the best we’d ever get would be our GED. 
Well today is our day to wave our hard earned diplomas so high in the air, 
you’d mistake it as a flag. Today we break a stigma. Today we rise above 
others expectations of us, because no matter what, we did this for 
ourselves. 
 

 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bq_Jcw5MPlw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/GatewayToCollegeAtQcc/

