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Mode: online, no required synchronous meetings
Optional Meetings: Days and times based on survey results
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/93132929346 
Direct Moodle Link: https://moodle.berkshirecc.edu/course/view.php?id=15668 
Professor: Nell H. McCabe (she/her/hers)
Email: nmccabe@berkshirecc.edu 
Google Voice (texting preferred): 413-344-0185
Office Phone: 413-236-4649 (voicemails forward to email)
Office Location: Melville Hall 431G
(but I'll mostly be online, aka at my house)
Available Meeting Times (aka Office Hours): 
[bookmark: _30j0zll]I'm available to meet with you about coursework (or anything else) most weekdays 9-3, and some evenings and weekends. Use Calendly to schedule a Zoom meeting at whatever time works best for you (at least two hours in advance). You can also send me a text and if I'm free, we can Zoom quickly right then.

What is this class all about?
Essentially this class is designed to build your skills and confidence when it comes to navigating the many different writing and thinking situations you will encounter as a college student and a citizen of our modern world.  One of the most important things we'll focus on is information literacy: your ability to find and evaluate information for a specific purpose. In this allegedly "post-truth" era of fake news and conflicting agendas, this has never been more important than it is now. Our other priority will be to build on the writing skills you developed in Composition I, to further improve your ability to write strong, clear, and focused college-level essays.
BCC Catalog Description – ENG-102 Composition II, 3 credits || A continuation of ENG 101, with an emphasis on extended research. This course emphasizes analytical, argument-driven writing that is supported by proper incorporation and documentation of primary and secondary sources. Students will analyze and evaluate a variety of ideas and texts, which will culminate in the synthesis of an original argument that adds to scholarly discourse. Prerequisite: C- or better in ENG 101. 
[bookmark: _1fob9te]The BCC college catalog provides a basic description of Composition II, but every section is a little bit different. In this section we will spend our time reading public and academic texts that look at issues facing our world from a variety of perspectives and talk about how and why they were created, who they are for, and what impact they might have. You will write in response to these texts, develop an original research question, conduct further research to answer your question, and compose a research paper in which you bring all of the information you find together to present an argument.
Inclusivity and Embracing Diversity
I am committed to creating a learning environment that supports a diversity of thoughts, perspectives and experiences, and honors the many aspects of each of our identities including gender, gender identity or expression, race, color, national or ethnic origin, religion or religious belief, age, marital status, sexual orientation, immigration status, disabilities, veteran status, and/or body size. The intellectual community of our classroom and online space is enhanced by diverse perspectives and experiences.
This course affirms people of all gender expressions and identities. If your name is different from what appears on the class roster, please let me know, and please correct me on your gender pronouns. 
I am always striving to learn more about diverse perspectives and identities. If something is said in class or online (by anyone) that makes you feel uncomfortable, I encourage you to talk to me about it. If there is anything you feel would help make this class more inclusive, please do not hesitate to make a suggestion.
What am I going to learn?
You will learn how to work your way through a scholarly, research-driven project from beginning to end. You will use different brainstorming and idea generating techniques to develop your ideas and turn them into a focused research question about a topic that matters to you; you will learn how to find and evaluate information from a wide range of potential sources and use them to develop your thinking and writing on your topic; you will learn how to read like a writer and apply the techniques and style choices of published writers to your own work; you will learn how to develop and compose a complex argument in the form of a written thesis and support that thesis with well-organized and responsibly cited evidence from your research and analysis; and you will learn how to read your own work with a critical eye, always striving to improve clarity, specificity, and flow.
Every essay you write, assignment you complete, activity you engage in, or article you read has been designed or chosen to help you achieve the outcomes listed below. These outcomes are a list of specific skills that you should expect to master by the end of the semester and are the same across all sections of English 102.
Student Learning Outcomes
Students successfully completing this course will demonstrate the ability to:
· analyze and evaluate texts to identify purpose, audience, and rhetorical situation; 
· use a process for writing that includes strategies for invention, revision of content and organization, and editing for correctness;
· independently formulate clear and effective thesis statements;
· independently locate sources for research and evaluate their reliability, relevance, and appropriateness;
· synthesize information from multiple sources in support of a thesis or central idea using paraphrase, quotation, and in-text citation according to MLA or APA citation style;
· employ appropriate varied and effective rhetorical strategies to compose unified essays that convey a clear sense of purpose, audience, and style;
· compose essays that convey a clear command of the conventions of standard written English and academic writing.
You will demonstrate your mastery of these learning outcomes primarily through the process of writing, and the finished product of your research paper, but everything we engage with as a part of this course is designed to help you build the skills required to achieve these outcomes. 
How will my grade be determined?[image: Graphical user interface, chart, application
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[bookmark: _3znysh7]Your grade for the class will be earned through active engagement with course materials, timely completion of all research and writing assignments, the research project, and a learning reflection essay. There are no exams in this class.[image: Graphical user interface, chart, application
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Online Engagement – 30% 
Your grade in this category will primarily be earned through frequent participation in discussion forums on Moodle, as well as keeping up on assigned reading, completing all quizzes, reading reflections, and other small assignments by the date they are due.
Assessment: I will provide grades and feedback on all online work on an ongoing basis. Expectations and grading criteria will be provided for discussion forums, peer review, and all other online assignments.
Writing and Research Process – 30%
This portion of your grade will be made up of multiple short assignments over the course of the semester as we work our way through different stages of the research process. Here are a few examples of the kinds of assignments that will contribute to this portion of your grade:
· Writing Exercises: short, informal writing assignments designed to deepen your thinking around core concepts of information literacy and research writing by writing about specific assigned readings.
· Project Brainstorming: freewriting to explore possibilities for your research focus.
· Research Proposal: clearly lays out the purpose and focus for your research project, including a well-developed research question.
· Thesis and Outline: in which you articulate your argument and organize your research materials in preparation for drafting the paper.
· Annotated Bibliography: a list of sources for your research project with contextualizing summary and analysis.
· Peer review of select writing assignments in which you provide feedback based on assignment guidelines and what you've learned from assigned readings.
Assessment: Detailed guidelines with tasks and evaluation criteria will be provided for all writing, research, and peer review assignments.
[bookmark: _2et92p0]Research Paper and Presentation – 30%
Over the course of the semester you will complete a college-level academic research project which will culminate in a 10-page paper and visual presentation. The grade for this project will have three parts: polished draft, final draft, and presentation. You will choose the topic for this project and we will spend considerable time developing the skills and resources you need to be successful. 
Assessment: Detailed guidelines and grading criteria will be provided for each major piece of the project and we will meet several times over the source of the semester to discuss your research progress. 
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Learning Reflection – 10%
A 4-5 page reflective essay in which you use your own writing as evidence of how your writing process and skills have developed over the course of the semester, and assess how well you have mastered the course level learning outcomes of the course.
Assessment: Detailed guidelines and grading criteria will be provided.
What books/other stuff do I need?
· High-speed Internet access and a reliable computer 
· Articles, videos, and other supplementary materials will be made available via the course Moodle page; all essays must be typed and formatted; all assignments will be submitted via Moodle; both textbooks are available for free online.
· These free online educational resources (I recommend bookmarking each of them for easy access):
· Web Literacy for Student Fact Checkers 
· Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research 
What kinds of things will we do?
Learning happens when all of us engage together actively and respectfully in discussions and activities designed to clarify and strengthen our understanding of academic writing and research. All of the required work for this class will take place asynchronously and be submitted via Moodle. In weekly discussion forums we will spend our time talking and thinking about information literacy, reading, research, and writing. Online assignments and activities will help you build the necessary skills to develop, write, and present an academic research project on a subject of personal importance.
Each week you will be expected to read and respond to 1-3 published pieces of writing ranging from 2-15 pages each, and will need to produce approximately 2-5 pages of polished writing per week, on average. Towards the beginning of the semester, your weekly tasks will be small and varied, but as we focus more and more on developing your research paper in the second half of the semester, there will be fewer individual tasks so you can spend more time on your research.
Weekly optional class meetings will provide opportunities to review assignments together, ask questions about course materials, and discuss the various stages of the research process in detail. Tentative topics are listed in the full semester schedule below and I will post a more detailed agenda to Moodle the day before the meeting. Meeting dates will be set during the first week of the semester and will be based on student availability.
In any college class, whether on campus or online, you are expected to come to class prepared to learn and to engage with me and your classmates in a manner that is sincere, respectful of differences, and professional. If you are new to online learning, here is an article with more detailed information about engaging online as a college student.
What kinds of things will we read?
In addition to the two course textbooks, we will also read a selection of published texts representing a wide range of different genres, forms, styles, and contexts. I will provide many of these texts, but we will also read some of the texts that you find in the course of your research. For everything we read in class and in preparation for class, I expect you to engage with the text as a thoughtful student reader. This means annotating the text (either on paper or using electronic tools) and asking questions or commenting on the content of the text and style of the writing. This thoughtful preparation will often provide the basis for our forum discussions of the texts we read and what we can learn from them. 
How much time will I need to spend on work for this course?
In order to stay on track throughout the semester, and to keep up with each stage of the essay writing process, you should expect to devote approximately 9-12 hours per week to work for this course. This number is based on the federal definition of a "credit hour" which states that for every hour spent in the classroom, students should expect to complete at least two additional hours of coursework outside of class in a college-level course. Since this class is fully online, all of your work will take place whenever it is convenient for you. 
Most weeks you will be expected to read, annotate, and respond to up to three published pieces of writing ranging from 2-12 pages each; conduct research; produce 2-5 pages of polished writing; and contribute to the discussion forums 2-3 times. I strongly recommend experimenting with the timing of this work in the first couple of weeks so that you are able to plan and set aside enough time as the semester continues. I will try to include time estimates for most of the reading, but it will be based on word count and average reading speed and will definitely vary depending on the complexity of the text and on your own speed as a reader.
As with all of your college classes, how you manage your time is up to you, and 9-12 hours is merely an estimate. Depending on how you learn, you may need more or less time to complete the work required to be successful in this class.
If at any point you feel overwhelmed, please don't hesitate to reach out. My primary goal is to help you learn and if we need to make some adjustments to the reading or other tasks, I'm happy to work with you to develop an individual learning plan that will help you achieve the learning outcomes of the course.
How will I know if I'm doing it right?
If you're not sure, ask. I am always happy to go over any aspect of your coursework with you to make sure you're on the right track, and provide suggestions or examples of student work. In general, here's a guide to some of the ongoing course elements, broken down by category:
Online Work: I will provide feedback on all of your contributions to course activities like discussion forums, writing exercises, quizzes, and other online assignments on a regular, ongoing basis. 
[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Feedback on Essays: You will receive a more detailed grading rubric along with the analytical essay assignment details, but the following provides a general idea of what an "A" paper looks like, as compared to a "B" paper and so on.
A = Excellent: Paper is impressive in its presentation and development of complex ideas and its proficient handling of audience, purpose, and content.  It is extremely well organized, always demonstrates outstanding control of language and style, and presents insightful, sustained analysis throughout.
B = Strong: Paper is consistent in its strong presentation and development of complex ideas and its overall handling of audience, purpose, and content. It is generally well organized, often demonstrates competent control of language and style, and generally presents thoughtful analysis, though may not sustain this focus throughout the paper.
C = Adequate: Paper meets the basic requirements of the assignment, but may lack competence in some aspects of presentation and/or development of ideas and in its general handling of audience, purpose, and/or content. The thesis may lack direction, clarity, or focus, and analysis, where attempted, is either not sustained or lacks support. Additionally, handling of language may show occasional difficulties with grammar, usage, or mechanics that impedes understanding.
D = Flawed: Paper shows a complete lack of development and/or engagement with the assignment. The thesis, if present, may be undeveloped or too vague. Evidence or analysis, if presented, may be flawed, insubstantial, faulty and/or not sustained. Additionally, language difficulties in the areas of grammar, usage, and mechanics present significant problems.
F = Deficient: Paper fails to meet basic requirements of the assignment, or has been turned in too late to receive a grade. 
How will I know when things are due?
The full-semester schedule below lists everything that we will read, listen to, watch, and write over the course of the semester and when everything is due. All assignments for this class will be due by midnight on Mondays and Thursdays. Our class Moodle space is organized by weeks, with lists of specific tasks to be completed and links to all materials, assignment guidelines, and submission portals in each section.
What happens if I miss a deadline or need more time on an assignment?
My expectation is that all work be submitted on time. However, if you need more time on any assignment (or piece of an assignment) you may request an extension via email or in person 24-hours before the deadline. Extensions may be requested for any reason. I would always rather you have time to do high-quality work that you can be proud of, than turn in something you rushed to finish. We will decide together on a new deadline and as long as you turn your work in by the agreed-upon date, there will be no impact on your grade for the assignment.
Late work for which you have not requested an extension will be accepted within one week of the original due date but will lose 5% per day. I will consider other late work on a case-by-case basis. 
Some coursework is time-sensitive, such as discussion forums and peer review, and cannot be made up.
What is the attendance policy for this class?
Attendance is essential to passing this class. According to college policy, students may miss no more than the equivalent of one week of class. In an online class, this means that my expectation is that you will engage with some aspect of the course at least twice per week, and more frequent engagement is strongly encouraged.
Just as with an on campus class, if you are unable to log into the course for an extended period of time due to illness or another emergency, please just email me and let me know so we can make a plan.
Attendance at the optional meetings is not required and will not impact your grade one way or another.
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]What should I do if I have questions?
Communication is essential to being successful in this class. No question is too small or trivial. I want to help you succeed and to this end I try to be as available as possible.
For general questions, please post to the Class Questions and Discussions Forum on Moodle (if you have a question, you're probably not the only one, and this way everyone can benefit from the answer).
For quick questions, text me at 413-344-0185. I will usually get back to you almost immediately.
For questions that are a little more complicated (or to ask me to look over any work before it is due), email me at nmccabe@berkshirecc.edu. I will usually reply within 24-48 hours, typically much faster.
For real-time questions or conversations there's always Zoom. In normal times, I encourage students to stop by my office anytime. However, these are not normal times. This semester I will be working remotely pretty much all of the time, so there are three ways to speak to me in real time:
· You can schedule a Zoom meeting through Calendly at a time that works for you (requires at least 2 hours advance notice);
· You can also just text me (413-344-0185) and if I'm available, we can Zoom quickly right then.
[bookmark: _4d34og8]Do I really have to use my student email account?
Yes.
If I need to make changes to the course schedule or remind you about late or missing work, I will use your student email to do so. It is my expectation that you will receive messages sent to your account. The folks at the Digital Commons can help you set up email on your phone or forward your student email to a personal account.
[bookmark: _j0q0059sjkzk]What if I'm not happy with my grade?
There are all kinds of reasons why you might not love the grade that you earned on an assignment. Because writing is a process, and my goal is always to help you become the best writer you can be, I encourage you to rewrite any writing assignment that you feel is not your best work. Most graded assignments may be revised and resubmitted within two weeks (starting from the date and time at which you are able to view my feedback). 
In order for the grade to improve substantially, the work must also be substantially improved. 
[bookmark: _ad076tgqvhiw]What can I expect from you as my teacher?
You can expect honest feedback, posed as constructively as I can possibly manage. I will read everything you write for class, answer every question to the best of my ability, and always try to provide whatever support I can to help you achieve the learning outcomes of this course. I try to always post grades and feedback on major assignments no more than a week after you have submitted it, although if I’m being honest, I do sometimes fall a bit short of this goal. You can expect that I will always reply to your emails and text messages as soon as I possibly can - usually within a few hours (except in the middle of the night!). And most of all, you can always expect that I want to hear your ideas, read your writing, support your writing and research, and hear any thoughts you have about how I can improve the teaching and learning in this class.
[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Can I get extra credit?
There is only one option for extra credit. You can earn five extra credit points on any writing assignment by visiting the Writing Center for a 30-minute (or more!) session with a writing consultant. To get the extra credit, you will need to forward me the email with your Writing Conference Record, and I will add the points onto your grade.
What happens if the campus is closed?
For the most part, snow days or other campus closures will not affect our online course. If you suspect that a weather event may impact your ability to log into Moodle, you can always request an extension in advance. If I need to adjust our schedule, I will post to the Announcements forum and email your BCC student email account.
What else do I need to know?
Student Rights and Responsibilities: The BCC Catalog includes a lot of important information for BCC students, including this list of student rights and responsibilities. Other sections of the Catalog that you may want to familiarize yourself with include information about financial aid, academic freedom, campus safety, and more. 
Required Technology Details: Consistent access to a high-speed Internet connection and computer is necessary for participation in this course. More information about computer requirements and how to apply for financial assistance to purchase a computer can be found on this page. 
If you already own a computer and would like assistance determining whether it meets these minimum requirements, contact onlinehelp@berkshirecc.edu.
Core Competency: Students planning to graduate must fulfill the core competency portfolio requirement by demonstrating competence in four (4) pan­disciplinary skills, meaning they can be earned across the curriculum. Students passing this literature course with a grade of C or higher will earn core competency credit for Critical Thinking (CC­CT). Students may arrange to fulfill other competencies by discussing them with the instructor. Students are encouraged to talk to their academic advisors and their professors to plan how to meet specific requirements. Student work may be used for anonymous, college­wide, curriculum assessment by faculty. BCC Student Handbook: Core Competencies Graduation Requirement
Academic Honesty: As scholars, it is your responsibility to avoid plagiarism in your work. I expect you to take every precaution to ensure that your work is original and incorporates the words and ideas of other scholars responsibly. Essentially, plagiarism means failing to properly distinguish between your own words and ideas and the work of others. Plagiarism can result from failing to properly cite quotations or other people's ideas in your work, failing to enclose the words of others in quotation marks, or failing to adequately use your own words when summarizing the work or ideas of others. This can happen intentionally, but for beginning writers it is often accidental. Failing to accurately distinguish one's own work from the work of others intentionally or accidentally may result in a failing grade for the assignment and even the course. BCC Student Handbook: Academic Honesty Policy 
[bookmark: _17dp8vu]Disability Resources Center Access Statement: Berkshire Community College values inclusion and equal access to its programs and activities and is committed to a climate of mutual respect and full participation.  Our goal is to create learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive and welcoming.  If you are an individual with a disability and require reasonable academic accommodations, you are advised to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) prior to the start of a course to discuss your accommodation needs and options.  The DRC will work collaboratively with students with disabilities to develop effective accommodation plans.  The DRC staff is working remotely for the 2020 – 2021 academic year.  For an appointment to meet via Zoom video conference or by telephone, please email Pamela Farron at pfarron@berkshirecc.edu or call (413) 236-1608 and leave a message.  We will return your call within 24-48 business hours.
BCC's Writing Center: Staffed by trained student tutors, the Writing Center exists solely for the purpose of helping students improve their writing. We can work with you to improve your writing for any course (not just English classes), at any stage of the writing process (understanding your assignment, drafting, revising, etc.). This semester, the Writing Center is using WCOnline, an online platform, to schedule virtual one-on-one tutoring sessions and provide written feedback on drafts. For more information about Writing Center services, free writing resources, and answers to frequently asked questions, visit berkshirecc.edu/writing.
Tutorial Center: If you would like help with this course BCC Tutorial Services provides a variety of Academic Support Services.  You work one-on-one with a Peer Tutor, Community Tutor, or the Coordinator of Tutorial Services who will motivate, guide, and coach you by sharing knowledge and skills. The Tutoring Center at BCC is here to provide free assistance in academic subjects to students presently enrolled in a credit course at the college and desiring additional help with coursework. Remote Tutoring is available for most BCC classes and is available from 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Monday–Friday. Request a tutor. Online Tutoring is available for many courses after hours and on weekends, at Smarthinking Online Tutoring. You may contact the Tutoring Center at tutorial@berkshirecc.edu, or visit our webpage for more information. 
TRIO: (Talent, Resources, Initiative, Opportunity) Student Support Services is a FREE federally funded program under the U.S. Department of Education, established to assist students from first-generation, low-income backgrounds, and students with disabilities to find college success. TRIO Program members have access to TRIO advisors who can help you clarify your goals, identify any supports you may wish to pursue, and help you maintain momentum in your classes throughout the semester; workshops each semester; and at least one TRIO Cultural Event each semester for which TRIO will cover the cost of admission and provide transportation to and from, these special extra-curricular activities for all members who wish to pursue them. Find out more and submit an application to join TRIO here.
Digital Commons (Computer Lab): The Digital Commons is the primary computer lab and is located on the main BCC campus within the first floor of the Jonathan Edwards Library. The lab features PC and group workstations, free black and white printing for students, scanning and digital document assistance, and in-person user support. For more information about the hours and range of services offered by the Digital Commons, visit berkshirecc.edu/computer-labs.
Other Student Support Services on Campus: BCC offers support services to students for things such as personal counseling, food assistance, transportation help, and emergency financial aid. For more information about both academic and non-academic support services offered by BCC, email me so I can connect you with the appropriate resource.
Full-Semester Schedule 
This schedule may change as the semester progresses. Should changes become necessary, I will provide ample lead-time and a revised schedule. Due dates and assignments listed on Moodle will always be kept up to date.
	Focus(es) for the week
	On or before
	Assigned readings and assignment due dates

	 

	Introductions to the course and to each other
Ways of reading 
Moodle tools overview
	Thursday,
January 28 
	Welcome! Please take a look around our Moodle page, review the syllabus, and join the introductions forum.

1. carefully review all materials in the "Start Here" section 
2. watch the Ways of Reading video lecture
3. read the instructions for the Ways of Reading Exercise
4. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, Part I: Four Moves and a Habit (Ch. 1-3)
5. read Reinbold's "Apocalypse City"
6. post to the Introductions Forum
→ Optional class meeting agenda: welcome, introductions, ways of reading

	
	Monday, 
February 1
	1. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, "How DigiPo Defines a 'Fact'" (scroll all the way down the Table of Contents - it's the very last chapter in the book)
2. read Gil's "The Ethical Challenges of Connecting Our Brains to Computers"
3. complete the Ways of Reading Exercise
4. reply to posts in the Introductions Forum
5. send me your Interests and Goals Letter (instructions sent to your BCC email on 1/25/21)

	

	Introduction to information literacy
ACRL Framework for Information Literacy Overview
Authority Is Constructed and Contextual
	Thursday, 
February 4
	1. read Framework for Information Literacy: Chapter 1 - Authority is Constructed and Contextual 
2. watch the Questioning Authority video lecture
3. read Parker's "What is Poverty?" 
4. read Kozol's "The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society" 
5. post to the Authority is Constructed Forum 
→ Optional class meeting agenda: kinds of authority, indicators of authority, audience, discourse communities

	
	Monday, 
February 8
	1. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, Part II: Look for Previous Work (Ch. 4-6) 
2. read Berkowitz's "A Game Designer's Analysis of QAnon" 
3. complete the Authority Reflection Exercise
4. reply to posts in the Authority is Constructed Forum 
5. Research Project: 
· review the project overview and components
· start thinking about what you might want to focus on

	

	Verifying online content
Strategies for reading scholarly work
Research as a matrix
Information Has Value

	Thursday, February 11
	1. read Framework for Information Literacy: Chapter 2 - Information Has Value 
2. watch the Information Has Value video lecture
3. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, Part III: Go Upstream (Ch. 7-9)
4. complete the Sponsored Content Exercise
5. read Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research Ch. 1: Research Questions
6. complete the Choosing & Using Sources Chapter 1 Quiz
7. post to the Information Has Value Forum 
→ Optional class meeting agenda: introduction to scholarly databases, reading scholarly work, information creation as a process

	
	Monday, 
February 15
	1. watch the How to Read a Scholarly Article video
2. read Sander's "School Psychology, Juvenile Justice, and the School to Prison Pipeline"
3. complete the Reading a Scholarly Article Exercise
4. submit your Project Brainstorming Paper
5. reply to posts in the Information Has Value Forum

	

	Interests and research questions
Types of sources
Research as Inquiry

	Thursday,
February 18
	1. read Framework for Information Literacy: Chapter 5 - Research as Inquiry 
2. watch the Research as Inquiry video lecture
3. read Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research Ch. 2: Types of Sources
4. complete Choosing and Using Sources Chapter 2 Quiz
5. read Hobbes' "Everything You Know About Obesity is Wrong" 
6. peer review two of your peers' Brainstorming Papers 
· review the Peer Review Guidelines 
· read two of your peers' papers in the Brainstorming Peer Review Folder
· complete the Brainstorming Paper Peer Review Form (x2)
7. post to the Research as Inquiry Forum
→ Optional class meeting agenda: sponsored content activity, peer review groups, information value

	
	Monday, 
February 22
	1. review my feedback on your Project Brainstorming Paper
2. read Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research Ch. 3: Sources and Information Needs
3. complete Choosing and Using Sources Chapter 3 Quiz
4. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, Part III: Go Upstream (Ch. 10-15)
5. complete the Viral Videos Exercise
6. complete the Developing Questions Exercise
7. reply to posts in the Research as Inquiry Forum

	

	Being an online detective
Effective search practices
Information Creation as a Process
	Thursday, 
February 25
	1. read Framework for Information Literacy: Chapter 3 - Information Creation as a Process
2. watch the Information Creation as a Process video lecture
3. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, Part IV: Read Laterally (Ch. 16-19)
4. read Alexander's "The New Jim Crow"
5. read an article from the Scholarly Article Collection (choose any one)
6. complete the Evaluate a Site Exercise
7. post to the Information Creation Forum
→ Optional class meeting agenda: evaluate a site activity, research as inquiry, developing research questions

	
	Monday, 
March 1
	1. read Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research Ch. 6: Evaluating Sources and Ch. 13: Roles of Research Sources
2. complete Choosing and Using Sources Chapter 6 Quiz and Chapter 13 Quiz
3. submit your Research Proposal
4. reply to posts in the Information Creation Forum

	

	Citation and research tools
Kinds of evidence
Using the BEAM method
Scholarship as Conversation
	Thursday, March 4
	1. read Framework for Information Literacy: Chapter 6 - Scholarship as Conversation
2. watch the Scholarship as Conversation video lecture
3. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, Part IV: Read Laterally (Ch. 20-22)
4. peer review two of your peers' Research Proposals
· review the Peer Review Guidelines
· read two of your peers' papers in the Proposals Peer Review Folder
· complete the Proposals Peer Review Form (x2)
5. post to the Scholarship as Conversation Forum
6. Research Project: start looking for sources (if you haven't already)
→ Optional class meeting agenda: scholarship as conversation, peer review groups

	
	Monday, 
March 8
	1. review my feedback on your Research Proposal
2. read Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research Ch. 7: Ethical Use of Sources and Ch. 8: How to Cite Sources
3. complete Choosing and Using Sources Chapter 7 Quiz and Chapter 8 Quiz
4. complete the Scholarship as Conversation Exercise
5. submit Two Sources with Notes
6. reply to posts in the Scholarship as Conversation Forum

	

	Research ethics
Citation methods 
Searching as Strategic Exploration
	Thursday, March 11
	1. read Framework for Information Literacy: Chapter 7 - Searching as Strategic Exploration and Chapter 8 - Fact Checking
2. watch the Strategic Exploration video lecture
3. read Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research Ch. 4: Precision Searching and Ch. 5: Search Tools
4. complete Choosing and Using Sources Chapter 4 Quiz and Chapter 5 Quiz
5. read Hambrick and Marquardt's "Cognitive Ability and Vulnerability to Fake News" 
6. peer review Two Sources with Notes
· review the Peer Review Guidelines 
· read two of your peers' papers in the Sources Peer Review Folder
· complete the Sources Peer Review Form (x2)
7. post to the Strategic Exploration Forum
8. review my feedback on your Two Sources with Notes
9. Research Project: keep working on finding sources for your research
→ Optional class meeting agenda: strategic searching, top authorities activity, peer review groups

	March 15-20                               No class/no work due – Spring Break

	
	Monday, 
March 22
	1. read Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers, Part IV: Read Laterally (Ch. 23-30)
2. complete the Top Authorities Exercise
3. submit your Annotated Bibliography
4. reply to posts in the Strategic Exploration Forum

	

	Verifying sources
Strategic source collection
Why and how to create an outline
Research questions and thesis statements
	Thursday, March 25
	1. watch the Constructing Arguments video lecture
2. read Choosing and Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research Ch. 9: Making an Argument and Ch. 10: Writing Tips 
3. complete Choosing and Using Sources Chapter 9 Quiz and Chapter 10 Quiz 
4. read Breakey's "Is Cancel Culture Silencing Open Debate?" 
5. complete the Counter Arguments Exercise 
6. post to the Constructing Arguments Forum 
7. Research Project: 
· take stock of what you've got - is it enough to answer your research question?
· start drafting your thesis and putting together your outline
→ Optional class meeting agenda: counter arguments exercise, peer review groups, planning tools

	
	Monday, 
March 29
	1. review my feedback on your Annotated Bibliography
2. complete the Organizing an Argument Exercise
3. submit your Draft Thesis and Outline
4. reply to posts in the Constructing Arguments Forum

	

	Drafting
Writing process sharing
Redefining focus
	Thursday, 
April 1
	1. watch the Essay Development video lecture
2. peer review two of your peers' Draft Thesis and Outlines
· review the Peer Review Guidelines
· read two of your peers' papers in the Thesis and Outline Peer Review Folder
· complete the Thesis and Outline Peer Review Form (x2)
3. post to the Essay Development Forum
4. schedule your Individual Conference for sometime in the next two weeks
5. Research Project: get writing!
→ Optional class meeting agenda: staying focused, filling in the gaps, peer review groups

	
	Monday, 
April 5
	1. review my feedback on your Draft Thesis and Outline
2. submit your In-Progress Draft (at least five pages)
3. reply to posts in the Essay Development Forum

	

	Paragraph development
Summary, paraphrase, and quotation
Choosing and using quotations
Signal phrases
Individual conferences
	Thursday, 
April 8
	1. watch the Working with Sources video lecture
2. complete the Source Incorporation Exercise
3. post to the Working with Sources Forum
4. Research Project: keep going - ask me or each other if you need help
5. Reminder: don't forget about your Individual Conference!
→ No optional class meeting this week – one-on-one conferences

	
	Monday, 
April 12
	1. submit your Polished Draft
2. reply to posts in the Working with Sources Forum

	

	Strategic revision
Using a reverse outline
Chunking content
Revision versus editing
	Thursday, 
April 15
	1. watch the From Polished to Final Draft video lecture
2. peer review Polished Drafts
· review the Peer Review Guidelines
· read two of your peers' papers in the Polished Drafts Review Folder
· complete the Polished Drafts Peer Review Form (x2)
3. post to the Feedback and Revision Forum
4. Reminder: don't forget about your Individual Conference!
→  No optional class meeting this week: one-on-one conferences

	
	Monday, 
April 19
	1. Research Project: keep revising and tweaking - one thing at a time
2. reply to posts in the Working with Sources Forum

	

	Clarity, organization, specificity, and flow
Targeted revision
The mistakes that matter
	Thursday, 
April 22
	1. watch the Clarity, Specificity, and Flow video lecture
2. read English Usage excerpts (Abley, Orwell, Pinker, and Shariatmadari)
3. read an article from the Scholarly Article Collection (one you've not yet read)
4. post to the Clarity, Specificity, and Flow Forum
→ Optional class meeting agenda: revision v. editing, "Standard American English"

	
	Monday, 
April 26
	1. submit your Revised Final Draft
2. reply to posts in the Clarity, Specificity, and Flow Forum

	

	Presentation modes and tools
Visual organization
Highlighting strategic content
	Thursday, 
April 29
	1. watch the Visual Translation video lecture
2. watch Rives' TED Talk "The 4 a.m. Mystery"
3. check out these examples of infographics from the Visual Learning Center
4. review these poster presentation examples from the University of Maryland
5. watch this meta example of a Prezi
6. complete the Visual Translation Exercise
7. post to the Visual Translation Forum
→ Optional class meeting agenda: learning reflection review, lingering questions

	
	Monday, 
May 3
	1. submit Visual Presentation
2. reply to posts in the Visual Translation Forum

	

	Reflection and metacognition
	Thursday, 
May 6
	1. watch the Reflection and Wrap Up video lecture
2. read Saunders' advice to graduates
3. comment on at least two of your peers' presentations in the Visual Presentations Forum
4. complete the Lingering Questions Exercise
→ Optional class meeting agenda: kinds of authority, indicators of authority, audience, discourse communities

	

	Finals Week
	Thursday, 
May 13
	1. submit your Learning Reflection Essay
2. submit your Final Final Draft (optional)
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