[bookmark: _c4x3r7nuuef6]Synchronous Activity - Most Important Things

I usually do this activity on the first day of class after welcoming everyone. 

Outcomes:
· Students read the syllabus with a sense of individual purpose/agency
· Students to get to know one another in lower-pressure small groups
· Common questions about the class/syllabus can be addressed on day one


1. Make sure each student has a copy of the syllabus
In a face-to-face class, I would bring paper copies of the syllabus, and In a virtual class I would provide students with a link to the syllabus so they can access it on their own device.
2. Ask students to read the syllabus on their own, and to mark the things they think will be the most important for them to know in order to be successful in the course, and one question to which they were unable to find an answer. (15-20 minutes)
It’s okay if their most important things are subjective - for example, one student might feel that the deadlines are important since they are balancing work and family and school, while another might find that the extra credit for bringing work to the Writing Center is most helpful.
3. Put students in groups of 4-5 and ask them to introduce themselves to their group and share their most important things and questions, then negotiate with one another to make a list of no more than five things that they all think are important, and at least one question which remains unanswered. (20-25 minutes)
4. Ask one person from each group to share the list of most important things. (10-15 minutes)
At this point I usually talk a little bit about each of the things the groups highlight, elaborating or clarifying verbally the information that’s in the syllabus.
5. If there is anything you feel got left out of all of the groups lists, take a minute to highlight that part of the syllabus.
(Occasionally a group will include the student learning outcomes and/or inclusion statement, but if they don’t, these are usually what I pick as my most important things.)
6. Then ask the groups to share their questions and encourage other students to respond if they know the answers. (10-15 minutes)
