 Hello all,

Welcome again to English 102! I am so glad that you're here and I'm really looking forward to working with you and helping you learn and write this semester. As promised in the schedule, I am writing to explain the "Interests and Goals Letter" assignment which is due on or before Monday, February 1.

The purpose of this assignment is to ensure that you are familiar with how the course works, and to tell me a little bit about yourself as a student, your goals for your education, and other things that are important in your life. 

Here's what you'll need to do:
1. First, read through the syllabus and explore the Moodle page, some of the assignment guidelines in that first section, and the overview of the research project – basically familiarize yourself with what you'll need to know to get off to a strong start for the semester.
2. Then, read Laura Portwood-Stacer’s article on Medium: “How to Email Your Professor…” which explains the “conventions of email etiquette in the academy” (i.e. college), in other words, how to compose an email that will be effective in accomplishing its purpose, whether that is completing an assignment like this one, or asking a question of a professor. 
3. And finally, using the knowledge you have gained about the course, and following Portwood-Stacer’s guidelines, write me an email in which you tell me the following:
· Your program of study and/or goals for your future education or career (obviously this doesn't have to be set in stone, or even be limited to one thing…)
· A little bit about your interests and responsibilities outside of school (do you work, care for family members, love taking long walks in the mountains, etc.)
· A little bit about your strengths and challenges as a student, the amount of time each week that you have set aside for work on this class, and anything else it might be helpful for me to know about you as a student.
· Your thoughts on this course, including:
· one thing in the syllabus that surprised you
· one thing that you're not sure about (either you have questions, or you're worried about it)
· one thing that you like, appreciate, or think will be good
That's it! Send me all this information in an email on or before Monday, February 1, and as always, please be in touch if you have questions about this or any aspect of the class.

Nell

p.s. As per Portwood-Stacer’s advice, now that I’ve sent you an email signed only with my first name, you’re welcome to continue calling me Nell instead of Professor McCabe if you like. 

