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“Blackboard Learn and Integration with Pearson Products” Session with Pat Schmohl 

QCC’s First Technology Conference
On January 7, the first QCC Technology Conference 
was held at Ahlfors Hall with over 70 attendees 
present. Nine break-out sessions, several with multiple 
speakers were held through-out the day to bring faculty 
and staff up to speed on such topics as Smarthinking 
Online Tutoring, iTeach: Mobile Apps for Teaching, 
Using the Library’s Electronic Resources for the 
Classroom, and more.  
The event grew out of work that Amy Beaudry, Liz 
Woods and Faith Wong collaborated on for the 
Innovative Teaching and Learning subcommitee of the 
Strategic Plan Programming committee. Other faculty 
and staff were invited to help plan the conference 
and this group became the Technology Conference 
Planning committee; additional members include: 
Nancy Donohue-Berthiaume, Ken Dwyer, Maureen 
Giacobbe, Andrea MacRitchie and Pat Schmohl.
The conference was funded by a grant from the 
Strategic Plan Implementation Fund.  

North Wing Officially Dedicated

Left to Right: James McGovern; Michael Moore; Ron Josephson, James Harrington, Mark Fuller; President 
Dr. Gail Carberry; Dr. Dale Allen; Commissioner Freeland; and Roland Gauthier

On January 25, the newly renovated North 
Wing was officially opened with a ribbon cutting 
event heavily attended by local, state and 
federal law-makers, community leaders, QCC 
faculty, staff, administration and VIPs invloved 
with the renovation. 
Speakers included Dr. Gail Carberry; 
Congressman James McGovern; Senator 
Michael Moore; MA Commissioner of Higher 
Education Richard Freeland; Foundation 
partners James Harrington and Mark Fuller; 
QCC Foundation President Larry Morrison; and 
QCC Board of Trustees and QCC Foundation 
Board of Directors Ron Josephson.

At the conclusion, attendees were invited to tour the 7,700 square foot facility which houses seven state-of-
the-art developmental math labs and classrooms consisting of a new Math Education Center, general purpose 
classrooms and TRIO Student Support Services space. 
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Collaborative Effort Provides Assistance to 
Parents Guiding Children through Career 
Choices and Higher Education Pathways;  
QCC Credited with Strong Leadership Role in 
the Community
In November 2012, over a hundred people from 
Worcester and surrounding towns attended  
Quinsigamond Community College’s First Family 
Academy, a seminar on employment and higher 
education created by QCC in partnership with 
Workforce Central, Lutheran Social Services, the 
Southeast Asian Coalition, and the Latino Education 
Institute at Worcester State University. The Family 
Academy was funded through QCC’s Strategic Plan 
Implementation Fund.
The Family Academy was a collaboration among 
QCC’s admissions, academic affairs and community 
engagement offices in conjunction with a variety of 
government agencies, nonprofits, and community 
groups, all of which contributed their time, effort, 
and expertise. Monica Bond of Lutheran Social 
Services said, “Quinsigamond has really taken an 
incredibly strong leadership role in the community.” 
The goal of the Academy was to assist parents in 
guiding their children through career choices and 
study paths as well as to learn how to navigate 
employment activities and higher education in 
today’s world. 
Academy sessions included, “Career Choices 
for Our Children,” as well as subjects including 
the college application and financial aid process, 
community college transfer programs, merit- and 
need-based scholarships, researching possible 
careers, job search techniques and career planning. 
The Worcester community includes substantial 
immigrant and non-English-speaking populations 
and the organizers of the Family Academy ensured 
that no attendee of the Academy struggled with a 
language barrier. Opening remarks were repeated 
in five different languages: English, Spanish, 
Vietnamese, Arabic, and Nepali. Students were 
accompanied from session to session throughout 
the day by interpreters. 
In one session, QCC Adjunct Business Professor 
Geraldo Maldonado, full-time employee at 
Prudential, and a QCC alum, shared his story and 
recommendations for success, encouraging young 
people to begin considering higher education as 

Parents and families enjoy a multicultural luncheon at QCC’s first Family Academy

QCC’s First Family Academy A Success;

soon as possible and to seek out scholarships: 
“When you’re young, there are a lot of people out 
there who want to help you pay for college.”
The Academy provided lunch from local restaurants 
to ensure a wide variety of foods representing 
participating cultures was offered, including 
Vietnamese, Italian, Nepali, Iraqi, and Latino cuisine. 
Dawn Johnson of the Worcester Family Engagement 
Coalition said, “A meal goes across cultures” and 
offers a way to “learn about different cultures” and 
expand horizons.

Dr. Déborah L. Gonzalez, lead organizer of the 
Family Academy and Director of Community Bridges 
at QCC said, “Quinsigamond Community College 
is where doors are open and there is access to all. 
Family Academies are a perfect model of family 
involvement in education for the city of Worcester 
and beyond.” A second Family Academy is planned 
for Southbridge in March 2013.  

Gerry Maldonado (standing) engages parents in conversation about college and careers 
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On January 18, QCC hosted a regular meeting of 
the Community College Student Life Association 
(CCSLA). CCSLA is a non-profit organization 
composed of members from each of the MA 
community colleges and state universities as well as 
representatives from several NH colleges. 

CCSLA provides opportunities for professional growth 
and networking among peers in Student Life across 
multiple MA and NH campuses as well as planning 
Student Leadership events. CCSLA hosts an annual 
Student Leadership Conference each fall; This 
fall, Jonathan Miller is serving as the Chair of the 
conference that will be held in Natick, MA.

Community College Student Life  
Association Meets at QCC 

Be the “Face of QCC!”
The 2nd “Face of QCC” Search Begins February 20, 2013! 
The Office of Institutional Communications has partnered with 
Student Life to find the “Face of QCC,” kicking the search off 
with an event on Wednesday, February 20, 2013 at the Fuller 
Center.  
 
Any current student, faculty, alumni or staff member regardless 
of age, nationality, disability, etc., is encouraged to drop by the 
Fuller Center any time between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. for a 
brief info session and snap shot. (The Office of Student Life is 
also holding its “Eat Healthy - Make Your Own Taco” event on 
the same day at the Fuller Center.)   

The goal is to find QCC representatives that embody the 
values that QCC embraces, to use in all future advertising and 
marketing collateral. Institutional Communications and Student 
Life plan to select a pool of candidates rather than restrict the 
search to one candidate, for a true campus representation.
Come to The Fuller Center and “BE the FACE of QCC!”

QCC Bids Fond Farewell 
QCC said good-bye and offered well-
wishes to Vice President of Enrollment 
and Student Services, Steve Sullivan, on 
Thursday, January 24. After eight years 
of service, Mr. Sullivan leaves to take a 
position at MassBay Community College 
in Framingham.  
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Send us your news! We want to hear what’s happening in your department and with your students or staff. Submit 

information at www.QCC.edu/newsletter.html. Events, awards, success stories... We want to share your news with the 
entire QCC community. The deadline for the February e-newsletter is February 14, 2013.

Save the Date: The Annual PTK Bowl-A-Thon has been scheduled for 
Sunday, March 3 at AMF Bowling Lanes, Southbridge Street, Auburn from 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Teams of six will compete at $25 per person which includes 
two hours of bowling, shoe rental, pizza, soda and dessert. 

This year, all proceeds will benefit ALS disease (better known as 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease) research being conducted at the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester. ALS is a degenerative motor 
neuron disease which causes progressive weakness, resulting in virtually 
complete paralysis - and eventually, death - over a period of three to five 
years. For more information, visit:  
www.ninds.nih.gov/disorders/amyotrophiclateralsclerosis/detail_ALS.htm.

PTK News  

QCC hosted the 28th annual community breakfast honoring the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Monday, January 21.  
Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint, renowned educator, psychiatrist, activist, 
author and media consultant was the keynote speaker.  
 Over 750 local community, business, college and government 
leaders attended. Proceeds from the event fund multiple MLK Jr. 
Scholarships in amounts between $500 and $1,000 for eligible,  
local students. 

QCC Hosts Annual MLK Jr. Breakfast 

Keynote Speaker Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint
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Call Bonnie Coleman, PTK Advisor, at ext. 7412 or email bcoleman@qcc.mass.edu to 
reserve a lane.

One Film Project at QCC!

QCC’s English Department and the Liberal Arts Steering Committee in 
collaboration with the National Endowment for the Humanities  Bridging 
Cultures at Community Colleges initiative announces the One Film 
Project at QCC.  
 Faculty, administration, students and alumni are invited to attend a 
free, public showing of the 2004 Thai film, “The Overture” on Thursday, 
February 21 at 7 p.m. in the Hebert Auditorium. 
The film is based on the life of Luang Pradit Pairoh (Sorn 
Silapabanleng) the most revered traditional Thai music master, and 
deals with traditional Thai culture and music but also with politics, 
history, people’s psychological states and other issues. 
 The One Film Project at QCC will include other events and runs 
through the spring 2013 semester. For more information, contact Amy 
Beaudry, Professor of English at abeaudry@qcc.mass.edu.



served in a variety of faculty and administrative 
capacities, including Coordinator of the Fire 
Science Program, Faculty Senate President, and 
most recently as Acting Assistant Vice President 
of Academic Affairs. Additionally, he has more 
than 20 years of emergency medical and fire 
service experience.  Mr. Schmohl earned both an 
Associate Degree in Nursing and an Associate 
Degree in Fire Science from Quinsigamond 
Community College, a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Fire Science, and a Master’s Degree in 
Business Administration from Anna Maria College, 
and a Master of Science Degree in Nursing –
Community/Public Health from Worcester State 
University.
The QCC Family welcomes Ms. Porth, Ms. 
Butterfield, Mr. Rana, Ms. Proctor and Mr. 
Schmohl into their new roles at QCC!

New Faculty and Staff 
On January 2, Academic Affairs welcomed 
Christine Porth as Lead Teacher for the 
Children’s School. Ms. Porth brings eight years 
of pre-school teaching experience to the College, 
most recently serving for the past five years as a 
teacher for the QCC Children’s School. Ms. Porth 
earned an Associate Degree in Early Childhood 
Education from QCC and a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Early Childhood Education from Worcester State 
University.

Robyn Butterfield has been appointed as 
the Interim Associate Director of Financial Aid, 
effective January 14. Ms. Butterfield has been 
working as a Senior Financial Aid Counselor in 
the college’s Financial Aid Office for the past year 
and a half. She also brings six years experience 
in financial aid as the Senior Assistant Director 
at WPI. Ms. Butterfield received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Psychology from Castleton State 
College in Vermont.

On January 28, 2013, Administrative Services 
welcomed Michael Rana as Audiovisual 
Equipment Technician I. Mr. Rana earned 
an Associate Degree in Computer Systems 
Engineering Technology from QCC and a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Communications from Worcester 
State University, and has worked in the QCC 
Media Services Department as an A/V Technician 
for almost two years.

Also on January 28, Kristen Proctor was 
appointed Temporary Coordinator of Disability 
Services. Ms. Proctor currently serves as a 
learning specialist and as the manager of the 
Transition Center and Assistive Technology. In 
her new temporary role, she will also be adding a 
student case load within Disability Services. Ms. 
Proctor earned a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Youth Ministries from Barrington College, and 
a Master of Arts Degree in Special Education 
from San Jose State University, and has more 
than 20 years of disability services experience in 
postsecondary and K-12 settings.

Pat Schmohl has been appointed Dean of 
Distance Learning and Professional Development, 
effective January 28, 2013. Mr. Schmohl has been 
with the college for more than eight years and has 

On behalf of President Carberry, the Office of the 
Dean of Students is asking the QCC Family to once 
again participate in Worcester Community Project’s 
annual book drive, Give A Book (G.A.B). The goal is 
to spread literacy across the city and put books into 
the hands of elementary-school-aged children who 
may not have any books in their homes. Last year 
the Project collected over 25,000 books to distribute 
to Worcester-area children and to many social 
service agencies. QCC’s contribution for last year’s 
drive included over 350 books.
Please donate any gently used or new book for 
children in grades kindergarten through eighth grade:  

Drop boxes are located at 
the Library Circulation Desk 
in the HLC, Room 169 of the 
Administration Building, or 
the Child Care Center.
 
The Office of the Dean of 
Students thanks the QCC 
Family for their support of the 
book drive.  
For more information, please 
contact Assistant Dean of 
Students Kevin Butler at ext. 4526.
The drive will continue throughout the 
Spring 2013 semester.  

Book Drive  

Campus News  


